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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, why are you still working?
FauS 0 )8 joia Iy
It is nearly ten o'clock.

el 0y e by Loy 485

Because tomorrow is important, Julia.

.L.{-‘S% LCLUJJ‘ NA L)).é
You said that yesterday.

S 1y ol 39539

Yesterday was also important.

94 @80 @D Jg s

Have you been working around the clock?

sl osyS 58 around the clock Ll

Not literally.
alS 28l clisa s &

But it certainly feels like it.

Ry 5o 315 4 yabpian 98l g Lol

Then perhaps we should call it a day.
aab callita day b sl
Not yet.
4 o
| want to finish before the deadline... not in the nick of time.
s oyl e &S aled g 31 i palsS e
You rest once in a blue moon, Matrtin.

.u<la once in a blue moon e

That is an unfair exaggeration.

el GYsle Blyel Sy ol
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Is it?
sul
Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.
Arena Five-Minute English .33 g susal 295 Your English Toolbox s

| am Martin.
e osla e
And | am Julia.

e o> a9

Today we are exploring Lesson Two of our free idioms course: Time.

olo) ipaS 5o sy |y plaileMhaol o Baly 0593 31 pas uys 3ol

The course gives you a clear path through twenty-five lessons and one hundred useful English idioms.

A3 oo SOl sda pMas] o Sy g s i 9 Ceuy Eab 3l gy yeas SO lads 4y 093 ¢yl

Each lesson uses a natural dialogue, clear explanations, common mistakes, listening and interactive practice.

A8 e oslaiul eled (yad g ogals u,ugg =y wlalaal qagy wlswd gl (b L;ginf&ﬂ BYEREC:

Visit Your English Toolbox dot com slash idioms, or use the direct link to Lesson Two in this episode's
description.

S oslatal Cawd cpl 7 33 93 Luyd 4 eedias S 31 el Your English Toolbox dot com 31 auail

The complete course is free.

RO Q‘iﬁl) 0399 JS

Today's four expressions are around the clock, in the nick of time, once in a blue moon, and call it a day.

.cwl call it a day ¢ around the clock. in the nick of time, once in a blue moon jg sl <sle g

So, Martin, why does it feel as if you have been working around the clock?

saul oayS yIS around the clock las oS WS Lo Jwlue! 1y pisle ol b

We are preparing episodes and finishing new Practice Arena exercises.

esiad Arena sas cla cad 4 oals oLl g b cauwd gilw oslal Jl> ys b

Around the clock means continuously, all day and all night.

Around the clock ceul i alai g joy plai (polaa yob .

Hospitals provide care around the clock.

AuS e eudlye around the clock il la ¢l ylag

There is also an important grammar detail.

318 5920 aga 3ol S Oldin S uinan

After a verb, there are no hyphens: “The team worked around the clock.”

"33 yIs around the clock " 13310 3939 e300k 2 (Jod So 3l
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Before a noun, we normally use hyphens: “They offer around-the-clock support.”
"xas e 41yl 1y around-the-clock il Wl" 108 e oslazwl Hyphens 3l Jsans yob as Lo ugs S5 31 LS

Good.

P>

Now, | usually finish projects in the nick of time.

S o pled dasd (y3T 5 1y Waejg s Ysane (e

Meaning just before it is too late.

o 333 s Sl 51 LS8 cewys sy

Exactly.

The expression creates urgency.
A8 e sl Caysd jus ksl ol
Failure was very close.
RYYRCERY (I PESWA
It is not simply the same as on time.
e loy wiilag Solus a4y oyl
If I arrive at eleven for an eleven o'clock meeting, | arrive on time.
ol 0 @890 @y ayy 033l @ 083y cucls dudr ¢l SSI
If I run through the door while it is closing, | arrive in the nick of time.
A3z in the nick of ime @ (@S yoee s 31 ad diuw & (S|
We say in the nick of time, never on the nick of time.
e ylay 3390 33 354 in the nick of time eweS e b
Now tell the truth.
S 1y el y Al
How often do you take a proper break?
TS0 oyl laBlg HLSH eBg v
Regularly.
pbiia yob @
Once in a blue moon?
Once in a blue moon

That means very rarely or almost never.

3550 Lasds by @yl LLs sy ol
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We can say, “I order takeaway once in a blue moon.”
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" a2 o Linlaw [yonce in ablue moon (e :ewsSs eslsi e

Or, “Once in a blue moon, Julia admits that | am right.”

" @l Canys o oS S e glell Lg> Once in a blue moon” L

Very funny.

And now our final idiom: call it a day.

It means stop working on something for the day.

We have done enough.

Let us call it a day.

The pronoun is fixed: call it a day, not call this a day.

Time for a quick challenge.

Say the best idiom before Martin answers.

Situation one.

A customer service team is available all day and all night.

Around the clock.

Situation two.

You reach the airport gate seconds before it closes.

In the nick of time.
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callitaday:lo ol eyle yols Jbs s g

el 39y gl g3ex 9 3108 35S Bgia gline 4y ol

.ezloasS 318 8IS o3luil ay

oS plai 1y josal IS anly

el ad 3oy So 1y ol call it a day el puso 1aals

Mgi) Iy C)Ua,o‘ yw‘&x@ubw)bﬁpUIM

Jol cumBgo

el o yiens 3o o plad g doy plad g gytdin Slaas @

Around the clock

P93 CuBga

gy 50 085938 031953 4y 031933 oy diany 31 ey 4l i

In the nick of time
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Situation three.
o Cu2Bg0
You visit an expensive restaurant very rarely.
A5 o anxlya cad o158 (lygtay S @ o @ e
Once in a blue moon.
Once in a blue moon

Final situation.

e RURELLY
You have worked enough and decide to stop until tomorrow.
e BB5a 133 U 4135 o e o yles)S IS BIS o3l 4y
Call it a day.

Callita day

Now make one sentence about your own life using one of today's idioms.
S bl 390l @loMasl 1 LSy 3l oslaial b sgs (553 3380 s das Sy Yl
Complete your sentence aloud.
S JolS aily gluo b1y 355 alax

Quick recap.

B D98

Around the clock means continuously, throughout the day and night.

Around the clock i g oy plas 3o (dtwgey .

In the nick of time means just before it is too late.
In the nick of time coul ys s oS canl o131 I8 ime .
Once in a blue moon means very rarely.

Once in a blue moon sas o iee wyss a.

And call it a day means stop working for the day.
callitaday cus! 3oy gl 45 @845 clina .

Continue with Idioms Lesson Two, Time, through the direct link in this episode's description.

Cawd QJ‘ T 33 pudiun S @J).bﬂ (ol 93 uys Idioms b dalsl

Hear the dialogue, practise the grammar, check common mistakes and complete the interactive activities.

holed glo codled LaSH g puly wlalowsl sy pal)S yad (oSu8S fas

Four expressions.

o -IRIVES
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One very long working day.

b sl 638 39y S
About five minutes of clear Slow English.
zolg Slow English aa8s xiy sgas>
And now, Martin?
Soyle Yl

Now we can call it a day.

callitaday pglgi o lo

Excellent.

e

You agreed before midnight.

Ay 38107 4y ubdad 3l iy

Just in the nick of time.

in the nick of time
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