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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, | have found the perfect hotel for our summer holiday.
ploasSlag ags Sl odbasi ¢y 1y JolS Jia oo
Perfect location?
$JalS oKa
Right beside the beach.
Ul 3US s ey

Perfect rooms?

TJelS sl 3l

Large, bright, and every room has a sea view.
anl s oxlaia glyls BUI 32 g gy Sy
Perfect price?
T telS cud
Well... perhaps the price is not completely perfect.
Aals LS MalS s sl
How much is it?
§ el yasd>

| would prefer not to say.

@3 B> 023 50 e S

Julia, does this hotel cost an arm and a leg?

Sanls aia b g Cews S gl Ju ol Ul

Possibly one arm, one leg, and a few fingers.
RO¥A | IVESPY I SRPSIPRCERVIE

Then we need a new plan.

el 3l s b SH W

Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.
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| am Martin.
e isle e
And | am Julia.
2t s> cya
Today we are exploring Lesson Three of our free idioms course: Money.
Jo2ile Bty 0398 dus uys oy Sl 53 La Sgsal
The course takes you through twenty-five lessons and one hundred useful English idioms.

M‘MAUAMKJ‘C}Uﬁao‘.ho&9&)JM9WM@J}b)H)LA&D)9JuJ|

Each lesson includes a natural dialogue, clear meanings, grammar notes, examples, listening and interactive
practice.

el sl oy 3ai g gals (195 (o Jlze a8 gla canlasly gy loa o 65888 S Jalt s s0
You can find the course at Your English Toolbox dot com slash idioms.

28 la Your English Toolbox dot com Cut Words s 1y o393 ¢l auilgi oo las
And the direct link to this free lesson is waiting for you in the episode description.
el Ceawd 7y g la jUaDl s C)K-.’.b s ool b adian blsyl o

Today we are learning four expressions: cost an arm and a leg, on a shoestring, make ends meet, and save for
a rainy day.

085S 50 29> Byo Sl 3oy Su gl g sy o bl @ idS S gy 3 b Su g 93b S e S e sl Iy wsle slgn L jg sl

Let us return to my beautiful but painfully expensive hotel.
@a3)S 3 595 Sbsys bal Ly S a4 aglo
If something costs an arm and a leg, it is extremely expensive.
el 158 sl S anie Iy b Sh g 93 Sy i S
The expression is an informal exaggeration.
el Loyt Bl SO olo ol
You do not really pay with parts of your body.
AS ol ey sgs gl ole sy U leBlg las
Fortunately.
lisgs
We could say, “That new phone costs an arm and a leg.”
«AS e aie ly by S g o3l S anan al b ensSh pailed e
Or, “The repairs cost us an arm and a leg.”

€283 o by g s So e Wlyani» Sl L
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Notice that cost is irregular.
el 5938 ek 4330 oS sl il g
The past form is also cost, not costed.
A3 4yl aie 5 anadS ayd
So the repairs cost us an arm and a leg.
Sls aie by Sy g cans Sy lo gl ol ygasd oyl
Exactly.

ol e 33
Now, if the hotel is too expensive, perhaps we could travel on a shoestring.
oS s olystay S gy 1 eslan li aal oS L Jue ST
On a shoestring means using a very small amount of money.
sl o 58S 3wy sladin 31 oslazil

You can travel on a shoestring, make a film on a shoestring, or start a business on a shoestring.

S g oy idS SO g9y 1308 g S SO L anilan i8S Jae ST gon 3 1 el SO S ha idS Jae SO goy 9 aled e et

And before a noun, we often say a shoestring budget.

oS o 1y S anagy Sy el la 998 Sy 3l L8 g

We travelled on a shoestring, but we had a shoestring budget.

]y (1S oIy ol azags Lol (S sha 28S Jue Sy ayle

That sounds possible.

el (San ol

We could stay at a small hostel and prepare our own food.

S oslal Iy glasgs lic g esilay S8 oKilgs Sy s eslei 5o
Good.

ey oLl @ U @S e 35 (Sl 4y e ole gl 53 e Olusdyge e lay il gug oS bl 3l ogs

Because after paying my bills this month, | am simply trying to make ends meet.

Sy bl U eSS e al Sols 4y e oo ol 33 o Gluaiyge ety il g o Ll 5l ogs

To make ends meet means to have just enough money to pay for essential living costs.

Apal axals gy93d (Sai gl ainie cilayy gl B Jou bidd oS cunl e ol @ opals (L ¢l

Rent, food, electricity and transport.

Ja 9 Ja> 9 By g oyl

It does not mean that you are earning a lot of money.

A8 oo S 3Ly Joo lad oS s Lima gl
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It means your income and your necessary expenses can just meet.
o 0339l 2iled oo bod e a3 gla a3 g salss oS el e ol ol
And ends is always plural.
sl @S ddiea sy oo gLbaw g
Make ends meet, not make the end meet.
@ M & S oM 1y oLl
Perhaps an expensive beach hotel is not the right choice when we are trying to make ends meet.

ey ol @ @ls o b oS Cand enlio Ol s olS Slale e Soaals

Especially because | also want to save for a rainy day.

o2 ol ly Shl joy eales e aS Jdds pal @ odug @

To save for a rainy day means to keep money for a future problem or unexpected need.
el o sbaia yid 3LS b oail e SO gl Jog Ba> gline 4 L Joy S0 38 s dye
The rainy day is figurative.
el 63l dawna Shyb 3oy
You might need the money if your car breaks down or your boiler stops working.
o dBgta lad s Sos b sgd O3 L peisle ST agaly axals 315 Joy 4 ol (San Lot
You can save for a rainy day or put money aside for a rainy day.

Al LS S 3ey S gl 1y Jog b swiS e dyo Sl oy S gl wiled e e

And before a noun, we can talk about rainy-day savings.

oS Cammo Sl 3oy 3101 gy 3390 33 @lel oo Lo el SO 3T LB o

So your plan is to travel on a shoestring and keep your savings for an emergency.
Asls S5 uiliyel o gl 1y 393 1Al a9 dugs (S S oS sl pl e aoligy ol iy
Exactly.
RCIUN) RUOWERY

| am beginning to like this plan.

pasS zob cal rals Caugs 4y g o oyo

Time for a quick challenge.

An5Ss 1y g Mol (dile gl 31 8 i (il SO gl Lo

Say the correct idiom before Martin answers.

AnsSs 1y zumo Mol (pihle gl 51 I8 s (il o gl o)

Situation one.

el GlsS 53555 59b seb ay sl WS by So Jol cumdg
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A simple concert ticket is unbelievably expensive.
el G158 53555 5ok yeb @ eslis S bl SG Sl cundg
It costs an arm and a leg.
el g S g 93l S e ol

Situation two.

S o st Loyl seslsen 33 Jou e Ly U Sl idls o0 g9 comdg

Two students travel across Europe with almost no money.

ALS oo sha Loyl yelyw 33 Jog et Lyl joal Lisls 93 g3 cumdyg

They travel on a shoestring.

LS e Sy S Sy 695 1 @]

Situation three.

Nigls 393 63938 sl Vluxiyso gy gl SIS alys badd aslgils 4w cumdg
A family has just enough income to cover its essential bills.

Als 393 63930 o Vluiyso (iisy gl (8IS salys badd sslgils 4w cumdsg

They make ends meet.

Ay 50 obil @ gl

Final situation.

A LS Ty Jog gulada wyls osbiiie sué suas 4y 3l lads uale oS Sygo 3o ol cumdg

You put some money aside in case your car needs an unexpected repair.

Al LS 1y Jou golade wyls osbatio st yuasi a4 JLi e eiile &S Jiygo 33 @ cumds
You save for a rainy day.
A o oy Sl jay S lad
Now choose one expression and make a sentence about your own life.
S sloul dlax SHug3 Saih ay90 33 9 48 ol |y dax SH-
Quick recap.
Quick recap cuul )8 sl im0 4y o 9 93L SO ania.
Cost an arm and a leg means be extremely expensive.
Quick recap sl )8 sl ime 4y b So 9 93L SO anja.
On a shoestring means with a very small budget.
el Sz oS lewy axagy glims 4y (S s Sy ys

Make ends meet means have enough money for essential living costs.

el (S35 Sl glo axie gl GBS Joy prals ime 4 Slsal 4y ls oLl
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And save for a rainy day means keep money for a future difficulty.

el oanyl JSike S gl Jou B glime 4 SlsL 3oy S 38 o 4bye

Continue with Lesson Three through the direct link in the description.

m&b)bt@)iwébbbub‘.z.c.u_dbASuA&ASLAJJQUTJLA@QJ)AJ;MQJ)JM&Jy)b)‘buw)_)@b'

Its interactive practice will help you retrieve these expressions instead of simply recognising them.

w@b)b@iwébwb c;bl.f.co,ﬂUAJSQA&ASMQJJMLOJQ,;)AJWQSJJW&Jé,ubjlb’d‘uuu);um
So, Martin, where are we going on holiday?
Te29) o OMdani 1S ysle

Somewhere that does not cost an arm and a leg.

Al b g cans gy ol i e S il

On a shoestring?

TS Sy g9y

On a very comfortable shoestring.

oy ylow aaS Sy s

| am not sure that exists.

Ay azinls 5929 oS @tucd piakra

Then we may need to save for another rainy day.

s Ol 1y 3S0s (S oy aal a3 canl Sao uan
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