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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, why is your suitcase so heavy?

Because everything inside it is important.

Four pairs of shoes?

Important.

Three books?

Very important.

A coffee machine?

Absolutely important.

Martin, I do not think important means what you think it means.

I think you are about to unpack my vocabulary.

And possibly half your suitcase.

Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.

I am Martin.

And I am Julia.

Today we are comparing three words that learners often confuse: important, essential, and crucial.

They are related, but they do not create exactly the same picture.

Let us begin with important.

Something important has value, significance, or a strong effect on a person or situation.

Family is important to me.

Learning to communicate clearly is important.

And this book is important because it was a gift from a friend.

Important things matter, but that does not always mean that you cannot continue without them.

So the four pairs of shoes may be important to me.

Perhaps.
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But are they essential?

Essential means completely necessary.

If something is essential, you cannot manage properly without it.

A passport is essential for an international journey.

Water is essential for life.

And clear instructions are essential when safety is involved.

We often use essential with nouns such as equipment, information, skill, service and ingredient.

Essential equipment.

Essential information.

An essential skill.

Exactly.

Now look inside your suitcase again.

Passport?

Essential.

Medication?

Essential.

Coffee machine?

Not essential.

Emotionally essential?

Still not essential.

That brings us to crucial.

Crucial means extremely important because it can determine what happens next or affect the final result.

Timing is crucial during an emergency.

One piece of evidence can be crucial in an investigation.

And the final few minutes can be crucial in a football match.

Crucial often points to a decisive moment, factor, decision or role.

So important means something matters.

Essential means something is absolutely necessary.

And crucial means something may determine the result.

Exactly.

https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-114-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-114-transcript/


Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT · EN · EP 114

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-114-transcript/

Page 3

Could my passport be important, essential and crucial?

Yes.

These words can overlap.

Your passport is important because it has value.

It is essential because you cannot travel internationally without it.

And it becomes crucial when you arrive at the airport.

The context determines which picture you want to give.

What about this enormous bag of snacks?

Important to you.

Not essential.

Probably not crucial.

I disagree, but please continue.

There is another useful grammar pattern.

Something can be important to a person.

“English is important to me.”

But something can also be important for an activity or result.

“Regular practice is important for improving your listening.”

We commonly say essential for something or essential to a process.

“Water is essential for survival.” “Trust is essential to the relationship.”

And crucial is often followed by to or for.

“Communication is crucial to success.” “The next hour is crucial for the team.”

Time for a quick challenge.

Choose important, essential or crucial before Julia answers.

Situation one.

Your friends and family have great value in your life.

Important.

Situation two.

You cannot enter another country without this document.

Essential.

Situation three.
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One final decision will determine whether the project succeeds.

Crucial.

Final situation.

Complete this sentence: “Clean water is blank for human life.”

Essential.

Now make one sentence about your own life using one of the three words.

Quick recap.

Important means valuable or significant.

Essential means completely necessary.

Crucial means extremely important because it may determine the result.

On the episode page at Your English Toolbox dot com, you can adjust the listening speed from Extra Slow to
Challenge and choose the rhythm that helps you understand without losing focus.

Now, Julia, have we finished packing?

Almost. We need to remove everything that is not essential.

Including the coffee machine?

Especially the coffee machine.

This feels like a crucial moment in our friendship.

Your friendship with the coffee machine?

Exactly.
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