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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, why is your suitcase so heavy?

Snl oS yadnl b olaas 1y

Because everything inside it is important.

sl @go ol U318 3o d4an o9

Four pairs of shoes?

ToudS wax ylgx
Important.
el @ga
Three books?
TS aw
Very important.
080 sl
A coffee machine?
§0943 [yuisla
Absolutely important.
sl @go MalS

Martin, | do not think important means what you think it means.
A8 50 556 e &S sy iz glino 4 pge S 00 5SE (e
| think you are about to unpack my vocabulary.
AS oy iy 1y g3 Ol oS ayls a8 lads @S 0 S8 y0
And possibly half your suitcase.
lads oylaas s Ylais|
Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.

Ausal g5 Arena Five-Minute English 3545 9 Your English Toolbox «

| am Martin.
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And | am Julia.

st Lo yo

Today we are comparing three words that learners often confuse: important, essential, and crucial.
040 9 GI93D ‘W:Msghun@_‘sgld Qijyiabjé@&wm Iy 4alS dws Lo jg 30!
They are related, but they do not create exactly the same picture.
S b bl 1y sygad lad lagds Lol i oo gl

Let us begin with important.

S £ oy e bl

Something important has value, significance, or a strong effect on a person or situation.

el g by 3yd Sy 5 g8 30 by sl ayl gl pee e

Family is important to me.

! @40 (40 6‘)'.‘ DJ|95L">

Learning to communicate clearly is important.

Ll 0go zodg 4 bl g58sb

And this book is important because it was a gift from a friend.

98 gy Syl gl s Ty ceul @ga 0S4l

Important things matter, but that does not always mean that you cannot continue without them.

._\.@.\ubl@Togq%ﬂgivnjudswhgaa&glqulLaltc“uhqg,a

So the four pairs of shoes may be important to me.

Al 0go o gl canl (Sea (18S Cads len cplnlo
Perhaps.

But are they essential?

Saiiwn gy9so @l LT Ll

Essential means completely necessary.

el 63930 MalS gy938 53l

If something is essential, you cannot manage properly without it.

S Cayse a4 36lgd el ol ey aly o035 g3ex S

A passport is essential for an international journey.

el 63930 SHall fpa shs Sy gl 4038

Water is essential for life.

el g9y S5y gl ol
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And clear instructions are essential when safety is involved.

TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 114

Al 385 syl oS wiws o930 Sl gy glo Jasllygias

We often use essential with nouns such as equipment, information, skill, service and ingredient.

S 50 0slaiul gyg 0 slge g wlaas ylge leMbl (Oligad siile Julug 3l oslazwl b cdel b

Essential equipment.

Essential information.

An essential skill.

Exactly.

Now look inside your suitcase again.

Passport?

Essential.

Medication?

Essential.

Coffee machine?

Not essential.

Emotionally essential?

Still not essential.

That brings us to crucial.
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Crucial means extremely important because it can determine what happens next or affect the final result.

3138 e 38U g doet o b adl Lo Bl dy oS WS i 0lgT o 1) Cenl pgo sl gliva 4 pga

Timing is crucial during an emergency.

! M‘o)\.“w 6)').b..b| &9‘9&)_)&/_‘&&3

One piece of evidence can be crucial in an investigation.

Al ago Lo Badind Sy s iled o saledd jl aslad S

And the final few minutes can be crucial in a football match.

Al oo sl JLisd 3l S 4o Wl o 3T atBs i g
Crucial often points to a decisive moment, factor, decision or role.
&S o oslal Lad by apaad (Jole 0aiS el disd Sy @ el age

So important means something matters.

wul{n@oépéwMu_ﬂNA

Essential means something is absolutely necessary.

el 3930 MalS giux &S Canl simo il @ gy950

And crucial means something may determine the result.

S s |y ot Cenl (San giaa oS Cawl ime ol 4 pge g
Exactly.

wu' s 33

Could my passport be important, essential and crucial?

Sl 0ga 9 ©930 aga 3185 o o Wyggaly Ll

Yes.

These words can overlap.

Al aals Slagan a8lgT oo olalS ol

Your passport is important because it has value.

yls sl sy Cunl aga lad @ ygpaly

It is essential because you cannot travel internationally without it.

_\.‘.‘S)nﬁuul].aﬂu,ut_b‘u)_suidg_u_\g‘yumm‘y)whnéauﬂ

And it becomes crucial when you arrive at the airport.

29 50 0o sheans al 0 083938 @y oS oKin g

The context determines which picture you want to give.

Ao Al ales o ly 10l dr S S 0 oS o
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What about this enormous bag of snacks?
Sz oMl adhe 4w ol )90 s
Important to you.
el ago lads gl s
Not essential.
(85I O L
Probably not crucial.
| disagree, but please continue.
A3 aalsl ek Lol @allsen yo
There is another useful grammar pattern.
)18 3929 5508 sbe sal S S S5
Something can be important to a person.

Al ga 338 Sy gl SSlg8 e e

“English is important to me.”

«eal pga o gly audSSl
But something can also be important for an activity or result.
Adly age et b edled S gl Wlg e 35 3 Ll
“Regular practice is important for improving your listening.”
«Conl @ga lads oyals (295 394 gl @liia (a8
We commonly say essential for something or essential to a process.

2asS o 8930 2alyd Syl b gien ly Yoama b

”

“Water is essential for survival.” “Trust is essential to the relationship.”

el 63950 daly gly slazel «wnl 63950 s gl

And crucial is often followed by to or for.

6'))L}JLJJ4J\.,«.LC‘45WA‘NA9

“Communication is crucial to success.” “The next hour is crucial for the team.”

« sl pga sl 0 gl a2y el « el pga sl cadidga ol bLIS gyl 38

Time for a quick challenge.

S OBl pge b 3932 (pge Wox Fwly 31 U8 gy iy S gl o)

Choose important, essential or crucial before Julia answers.

AS ol 1y ege by o932 ees Wom Fwly 31 L8 gy idle SO gl olo)
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Situation one.

Adgls LQJLAJ u,u))l Lacs §w) 32 Lo oslgils g OLLAgJ Jg‘ Cuog
Your friends and family have great value in your life.

Al eabyy Lyl lad ;..U) 33 lads 0algils g (liwgs Jol s

Important.

Situation two.

Ao 63503 3988 3yl wiw ol oy aleT e lad 93 cumg

You cannot enter another country without this document.

A 63503 5988 3ylg ks ol oy ailel el la 98 Cumdg

Essential.

890

Situation three.

A aalgs 880 0595y Ll 4 335 sales el @ psaad S dw curdg

One final decision will determine whether the project succeeds.

A aalgs 88as 0505y Ll <5 35S sales el L@ praad S dw cunds

Crucial.

Final situation.

«, Ceans] u”‘} QLwJI ;.}JJ L;‘)J)AAJ gT» S JA‘.S Iy dlax QJ‘ Q.JLQJ Cuog

Complete this sentence: “Clean water is blank for human life.”

el B ludl S35 gl Jead o 1S oS 1y dax ol g comsg

Essential.

890

Now make one sentence about your own life using one of the three words.

S sl dalS aws 31 (S5 3l eslatsl b ags Su5) ayge g3 das SO

Quick recap.

Quick recap sl aga by azasyl e 45 aga.

Important means valuable or significant.

Quick recap sl aga Ly aiaisyyl s 4y aga.

Essential means completely necessary.

el 63930 MalS gy938 53l
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Crucial means extremely important because it may determine the result.

A8 e 1y don Conl (San 1) caul qga

On the episode page at Your English Toolbox dot com, you can adjust the listening speed from Extra Slow to
Challenge and choose the rhythm that helps you understand without losing focus.

ALS Sy 3535 sl Cews Hl g A8 o SaS lad @ oS 0 S Bl l)in:z,g)g_\ﬁis(nﬁbﬁuﬂtgq):iwij Iy oyals 68 ey
24lg5 e laas Your English Toolbox dot com cuawsd asae s

Now, Julia, have we finished packing?

Teal ol Ll au |y g atan Lo >

Almost. We need to remove everything that is not essential.

S BA> Cawd 63930 S 1y Jux aa0 0l Lo Lo yds

Including the coffee machine?
S0548 cyeiila dlax 3l

Especially the coffee machine.

0548 cyeilo 0309

This feels like a crucial moment in our friendship.

sl bo gy 3o age adasd Sy Ll ]l

Your friendship with the coffee machine?

$0948 cutla b lads gy

Exactly.

| S 33
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