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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, why are you carrying a bag of dog treats?
Martin, $ausS o Jas 1y S daeS S5 Lo 1y
My new neighbours invited me for coffee, and they have a dog.
Als S g 23338 wges 0983 ¢l 1y o M o luna
You bought a present for the dog, but nothing for the neighbours?
s §Boluad gl S 7 lol il 00933 S gl aa S e
The dog helped us become friends.
9 gy U 9yS SoS Lo 4y Sa
Ah.
S 1y o U938 S las ay of
It helped you break the ice.
Sy |y ey 5 038 SaS Loy g o]
Exactly.
el Ce g
And | may have a soft spot for dogs.
el aals lo S gl py ol abads canl (San
Then today’s lesson is perfect for you.
el Cenlin s gy joyal Luys
Welcome to Your English Toolbox.

sl ngs Your English Toolbox

| am Martin.

Martin

And | am Julia.

Qs JuliaQA

Today we are exploring lesson five of our free Idiom Toolbox course: Relationships.

Loy ipwiwa Idiom Toolbox By 0593 i uys sy I 33 bs 3ol
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You can find the course at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

S 1o yourenglishtoolbox.com ys 1y oygs el ailgi a lass

Open the Idioms section and choose lesson five, Relationships.
A8 ol y dulay 5 uys 9 1S 3L 1y Idioms sy

You will find a slow dialogue, clear meanings, multilingual support, examples and interactive retrieval practice.

238 agalgd lagy Slalsed L3l ol o b digad @iy i Siludn (o) Silee il (oSS S las

The direct link to this free lesson is also in the episode description.

let)&)d}uu&b&)Juﬂbebﬂ

Let us begin with get along.

ol300 4y @S ¢ gy Al

If two people get along, they have a friendly relationship.

Ay wliwgs abayly S ialy @a JLS yo 445 93 3l

You can say: | get along really well with my new neighbours.

it ol 300 pagas o Koluas b 98lg (4o 10 oSy ailsl o e

Or ask: Do you get along with your colleagues?

§ et ol yad 393 1y an U Ll iy b

Notice the preposition: get along with someone.

Al suS b olyan 1S (038 i

Can two people get along even if they are very different?

Of course.

A good relationship does not require identical personalities.

1500 G less glo covasin a4 w93 aaly SO

That leads us to our second expression: see eye to eye.

A ey |y e 1S e calaa pos Gl ly b ol

If two people see eye to eye, they agree completely about something.

yls 33195 3umr 03l MolS aiien |y iy 145 99 551

For example: My neighbours and | do not always see eye to eye on music.

.@&o@&uquyg&qmuwolg&q

Perhaps because you play music late at night?

TasiS 50 3l LBewge i s Sl sbls @yl
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| play it very quietly.

0S5 50 3L e g g o Gl

That was not a confident answer.

Here is another example: The two managers finally saw eye to eye on the new schedule.

Aiags agax deliyy g9y 3 1y 393 @ calgh 3o s3ae 9o il oSus Sl gl 5o

The past form is saw eye to eye.

394 (0 0808 (m.b > FURALY &S‘u

And we often add the subject: We do not see eye to eye on money.

ot 58 Jog 4 ey Lo S 0 Blol |y gadge Gl g

Or: They see eye to eye about most important decisions.
iy 0 iy Olosadd oy g 3390 33 @il
So, you can get along with someone without seeing eye to eye on everything.
Al ey 400 @ oliadey Sl oy g ole0 uS by algl Lo lads (ol il
Exactly.
RGIU) RUWTERY
One expression describes the relationship.
A8 e o gs |y dayly o ly S
The other describes agreement.
A5 e diogi |y 38165 ¢3S0
Now let us return to the dog.
S @353 a0l
The dog helped break the ice.

S SaS Fu s 4 S

To break the ice means to make people feel more relaxed when they first meet.
Als Jol e By gyt ialyl olus] paya oS cunl ol ime a4y g orasls
A friendly question can break the ice.
A |y Fa SlgT e diliwgs Jlow S

A small joke can break the ice.

A |y Fa SlgS e SxeS Bed S

And apparently, a very enthusiastic dog can break the ice.
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When | arrived, the conversation felt slightly awkward.
Sgy Aiplags U e dallSa pawy B9
Then the dog brought you a toy.

Al ez a1y 63l olesl S g

Yes.

We started playing with it, everyone laughed, and the conversation became natural.
A s oSS g s ane (T b gl posa b
The dog did all the social work.
Al absl 1y Lelazs] S alat S
Itis a very talented dog.
sl slaal U slean S S ol
Our final expression is have a soft spot for.
Sl py dail Sy le @ ol
If you have a soft spot for someone or something, you feel special affection for them.
Al il @ ol o s ulusl gl aials ghuxr b uS ¢l p i ddai S laa S
Martin clearly has a soft spot for dogs.
Martin el la S gly py daii Sy glyls zab0 w.

Especially friendly dogs.

obes gl Sw logasa

You could also say: | have always had a soft spot for my old school.
ol arals al Lasnd ausan gly ay aaii S ddued oo oS auilel e cponan Lo
Or: She has a soft spot for rescue dogs.
ayls ol clo S ¢l i adaii S5 gl il

The usual pattern is have a soft spot for someone or something.

el i b S gl pys ddal SO Jgam0 oSl

It describes warm affection.

S e bpogily a)S Bac
It is not the same as being weak.
RO EURY YRU-JE 923 L7
Let us compare all four expressions.
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Get along means to have a friendly relationship.
Al daiils liwgs dayly Sy oS canl pma cpl @

See eye to eye means to agree completely.

! JA[S e.é‘g) Lsl.lsm U @b

Break the ice means to make a first meeting feel more relaxed.

Sl gydny uiml)idubol Jol duds> S sl e @y o sl

And have a soft spot for means to feel special affection.

Ay axals s cuxa julas] gly pyi adadi Sy g

Time for a quick challenge.

2 iy S gl ple)

Listen to each situation and choose the best expression.

A8 OBl ola e 9 e (185 xeBga s 4

Situation one.

Ay coly g diliwgs dasly SO QUAAAQ-)&AQ 9 la Jg‘ Cuog
You and your new colleague have a friendly, comfortable relationship.
Asls C.«_>|) 9 &liwgs 4.19)") e OU.\,}_L?-)KAQ 9 la ng Cuog

You get along well.

A9y 8 (295 @ e

Situation two.

Adgls éélgS;.LigJ ) u)LJQSU)Jd\SuJb- 3394 33 JA‘S_)_gbd.g&‘ug.sg.sg.s Cuog

Two friends completely agree about where to go on holiday.

Ayl 38197 Wgy so wMidasi g3 «S sl 3350 33 JolS yob @ Cewgs 99 93 Cumdg

They see eye to eye.

Ay 0 ey @ 1y pde
Situation three.

Ay oo gl Sliwgs Jow wS cplply e Sl duds ol js dan dw cundg

Everyone is quiet at the beginning of a meeting, so someone asks a friendly question.

Ay oo gl Sliwgs ow wS cplply e Sl duds glaul ys dan dw cundg

The question breaks the ice.

AS oo 1y 2 low ol

Situation four.

Agsls (jd.gu.ob'- aBMe lads lal (eucs siainyyl Lo Syiuyay Lasad Jaie sylgr cundg
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Your grandfather’s old chair is not valuable, but you feel special affection for it.
Aggls OTd.g o3 BMe L Lol s wiadn iyl lads Syiuyay Lagad Juo pulgy cundg
You have a soft spot for it.
._\gﬂ_soiél)_je)id.hﬁjﬁ_gm
Now complete this sentence about your own life.

A8 JalS 393 (Sa33 3390 33 |y dex

| get along well with...

b 93w
And one more.
S Sae
| have a soft spot for...
el pyd abnds SO

Personal examples make expressions easier to remember.
.LMSUA))QLAT') uLu V=Y 6&3 JLIA
Continue with lesson five in the free Idiom Toolbox course at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

.yourenglishtoolbox.com ys &Iy Idiom ToolbOX o395 335 uys 4 oyals aslal

The interactive practice helps you retrieve the expressions instead of simply reading them again.
S b3l T oslios gailes gl ay |y e 548 o SaS lads ay LLolsd a3

The direct lesson link is in the episode description.

M'MCMJJ&JJMSJ

Now, what did you buy for your neighbours?

Fauss 0 4 o wlwan gl >

A box of chocolates.
S 31 ol ase
Good.
FaS e lidy S s
And the dog treats?
fuiS o sy S wigs
A much larger box.
BURSITRILESR®
You definitely have a soft spot for that dog.

Als s ol gl pyi dlads S ledad Lo
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We already see eye to eye on that.

.MUAO&QTQ'JMPBJBJJ‘A
See you next time, friends.
Ol S 1y A0y asds

Goodbye.

Kilslas
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