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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, how was your hotel?

Very bad.

And the restaurant?

Very bad.

The weather?

Also very bad.

You have given me three reviews, but only one description.

It was an efficient description.

Efficient, perhaps.

Precise, no.

Then what should | say?

Awful, dreadful or appalling.

All three sound quite strong.
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They are.

But they do not always communicate exactly the same idea.
S a8yl 1y ol laa s @il Lol
Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.
Ausal ngs Arena Five-Minute English ¢y 545 ¢ Your English Toolbox 4

| am Martin.

e Martin
And | am Julia.

QL Julia %
Today we are replacing “very bad” with three stronger words: awful, dreadful and appalling.
Sleziosg g Sleis g Sletisg 145 668 dalS dw b "yl u.gi.)b Lo g3l

Let us begin with awful.

oS gy zladl Lol

Awful is a common, flexible word for something extremely bad or unpleasant.

AWUL ol aplangs U U w ylaw e ¢l sudy Blasil g zuly 4alS S

You can have an awful day.

Al anals cay 5oy 2a5leT o

Awful weather.

sl slse
An awful headache.

é....s 9 333yt

Or an awful experience.

Sledog ayd SO by

So | could say: The hotel room was awful.

So glasl L 3l e @ilsd o

Yes.

Perhaps it was dirty, uncomfortable or noisy.

By lao g gy bsasS eyl aesS sl

Does awful always describe something serious?

TUS 50 o9l Ga i dinan (28l L
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Not necessarily.
Logy @
In everyday conversation, we often use it to express a strong negative reaction.

oS 0 oslital g98 a2ty Gla gl ol 31 el Lo o ya)gy dallse 3o

For example: | feel awful about forgetting her birthday.

P13 ol gt 1ya)S ngalyd 3590 53 gy pulust e (Jlie (laie o

Or: This coffee tastes awful.

A3l guy b 0gg8 il Ly

That is strong, but very natural.
el oo ylean Lol (cal g8 ol
Now let us look at dreadful.
elang Slseg 280 Al
Dreadful also means extremely bad or unpleasant.
Dreadful csl aplags U b sl clins 4 cpinaa,
It is especially common in British English.

el 2y ol endSS1 33 0309

We can say: The weather was dreadful.

el Slizsog 199 9 Ol sy @il o
Or: We received some dreadful news.
S S8l Sledog glays bl
What is the difference between awful and dreadful?
§ sy Slitiog g Sliziog o ©glds
They often overlap.
Aigls Slageaa el
But dreadful can carry a feeling of suffering, worry or something difficult to endure.
S a1y sleans g b 1S5y pulus] ailgi o Sbzasg Ll
A dreadful journey.
Sletieg yhuw S
A dreadful mistake.
Slizdo-g olzal S

A dreadful feeling.
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If your train was delayed for five hours and the station was freezing, you might describe the journey as dreadful.
AS G gl Slitisg olgic 4y sbu Sl (Saa gy 00 g 0Bl g 3Ll 130 @ el oy Lo yUaB 3]
That sounds accurate.
Ay o 3B @ E8s
Dreadful can also sound slightly more dramatic or traditional than awful, depending on the speaker.
Dreadful ;lysew a5 azus il Sbewisg 3135 st b 335 Silalys oS 8lg8 oo i,
So awful is very broad and conversational.

el OJ);LMS)L#‘M% 9 el Sl g ylaws

And dreadful often emphasises how unpleasant or distressing the experience felt.
sl 008 eyl Ly aislangS B yuds S WS Lo auSU Slizasg il g
Now we need appalling.
ol ey o b Yl
Appalling means shockingly bad.
el ag onias (S5 glie ar giay aoliy
It expresses strong criticism or moral disapproval.
A5 e gl ly GBS euloy pac b g8 slasl
We often use it for behaviour, conditions, treatment, service or standards.
oS 5o oolazul glaaylalinl b oloas loys daulya by ¢y of 3 el b
Appalling behaviour.

Jols L8,

Appalling working conditions.

&8 bl Ll
Appalling customer service.

yzina slars &l
Or an appalling lack of preparation.

Slesisg §4LJ pac L

Could | say the hotel service was appalling?
Sl Sleisg Jua Sloas oS ‘mgi) @iled oo Ll

Yes, if the service was so bad that it shocked or seriously angered you.

23S Sads 1y aSoa 1y lads oS 39y 3y 3l uyg yes o3l 5]

Perhaps nobody cleaned the rooms, the staff ignored every complaint and the fire exit was blocked.

.).&Jg.mmu}uf&g_}}gwﬁou.)bbw‘.i‘b)mdhs_)‘s‘.s)i)}“ublﬂs@bld,uSM.uLb
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That would be appalling.
29 sales Sliiosg ol

It is stronger than simply saying the service was unpleasant.

el aylings U gy ol paa oSy oS Caanl ol 515 698
Exactly.

RCIU) RUWRRY
Appalling often contains a judgement: this should not be acceptable.
aaly Josb BB sl el 1l gl Jals el gl
Could | describe my coffee as appalling?

TS ool Sluiog 1y P‘ 0948 pilgi 5o L\T

Grammatically, yes.

Ll (SOl yI85 51

But unless it is truly shocking, awful would sound more natural.

Ay o 0w e aal sawS aSgun LeBlg ST Lal

So collocation and context matter.
£ 9090 9 dixa
They always do.
s o pladl ddan gl
Let us compare the three words.
oS dunlda ly dalS dw aaly
Awful is a broad, common word for something extremely bad or unpleasant.
AWFUL cosl aylangs U b o sheao g3z sl zly 9 035248 4dlS S
Dreadful often emphasises a deeply unpleasant, worrying or difficult experience.
Dreadful .8 Lo oS ylaas b oaisS 51555 (Guac gl aiyad g3 el
And appalling describes something shockingly bad or unacceptable.
A e dipogi Jod BB e b wsnias S5 1y ghur Sliniog g
Time for a quick challenge.
2yl S gl ple)
Choose awful, dreadful or appalling before we answer.
S Olenl 1y Sl b Slse g oSlasog ¢pals gy 31 3
Situation one.

el 3glangs Uyl lad Qgw Jol cumdg
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Your soup tastes extremely unpleasant.
el anlings U sl lad Qow Jol cumog
It tastes awful.

,_UL) QSL.“ZQ-Q (nab

Situation two.

el oaiy @ laan S g S ol daylad Jala S¥gls jaw Sy oo cunog

A long journey included cancelled trains, heavy rain and a lost suitcase.
el oais @S ylaany S g S Gl daylad Jola S¥gb jhw S g cumdg
It was a dreadful journey.
2o Sletdog yaw Sy ol
Situation three.
A8 58 SUshas bl ya yo cdddlons oy GUSHS 3o o cely E8 3 S dw by
A company makes employees work in dangerous conditions without protection.
S IS Slshas bl 3 cdiblone oy GUSHS 398 o el eSS d e
The working conditions are appalling.
sl Sl g oylS byl
Situation four.
200 50 ylag aglangS U ylean 333w U lads pylgy Comd g
You wake up with a very unpleasant headache.
A0 50 ylag aalangS Uyl 335w U lads pylgr comdg
You have an awful headache.
Al (Sletdog 353y lada
Now improve this sentence: The service was very bad.
293 3 ks alass taasy s |y das ol s
Was it simply unpleasant?
3oy anlangs U Solw 4 L
Then it may have been awful.

Was it a miserable experience from beginning to end?
$a91 lgl G lacayl 31 &l gl @y L
It may have been dreadful.

_L.Ab Sletde 9 | yiAA
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Was it shockingly bad and unacceptable?

Sl Job BByt g a gl sasas oS3 sob @ L
Then it was appalling.
A9 Sl g o8
Quick recap.
Quick recap
Awful: extremely bad or unpleasant.
Aalags bl g sl gylag
Dreadful: extremely unpleasant, distressing or difficult to endure.
Dreadful: Jass ¢l ylgas boausS eyl anlags U ylaw.
Appalling: shockingly bad or unacceptable.

Jod LByt Loy osias S5 g3y aaliy
On the episode page at yourenglishtoolbox.com, you can use the seven-speed player to listen again at the
rhythm that works best for you.
A oolal el cunlia lads gl oS @iy @ 03bgs (yals (865 ¢y ey ity (SH3L 31 ailed e yourenglishtoolbox.com
Caud d>xbo ys

Slow the difficult examples down, then return to normal speed when the differences feel clear.

JRVL ) &29)&09‘.&36‘;3@}‘&33)?}3 Gole e U s (3 a8 |y lgas gl digal

The direct link is in the episode description.

So, Martin, give me your hotel review again.

A o @y lysss Jie oy 0bgs Martin el ply

The room was awful.

291 Slageg 3l
Good.
P>
The weather was dreadful.
Sy Sledsg 190
Much better.

And the way the manager spoke to the staff was appalling.

9 Slitdisg 355 Cumo (USHIS b yaan oS a9y 9
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Now that is a precise review.
el 383 ey Su ol Al
Unfortunately, it is still a terrible holiday.
el Sleios g oMdasi o dlawlia
But it has become an excellent vocabulary lesson.
sl oaz Jle Bilg ey So e s Lol
See you next time, friends.
IS CHT RN ITR FIRECTR-EL-RY

Goodbye.

Kilslas
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