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Stop Saying “Very Bad”: Awful, Dreadful or Appalling?
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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

awful
horrible - muy malo

Extremely bad or unpleasant.
The broadest of the three core alternatives; natural in many everyday contexts.

Muy malo o desagradable.

La mas amplia de las tres alternativas basicas; natural en muchos contextos cotidianos.
The traffic was awful this morning.

El tréfico fue horrible esta mafiana.

We had awful service at the restaurant.

Teniamos un servicio horrible en el restaurante.

dreadful

espantoso - terrible

Extremely bad, unpleasant or difficult to endure.
Often sounds slightly more emphatic or traditionally British than awful.

Muy malo, desagradable o dificil de soportar.

A menudo suena un poco mas enfatico o tradicionalmente britanico que horrible.
The weather was dreadful all weekend.

El tiempo fue terrible todo el fin de semana.

| made a dreadful mistake in the report.

Cometi un terrible error en el informe.

appalling

indignante - atroz

Shockingly bad, especially because it causes moral disapproval or strong criticism.
Use it when bad is not strong enough because the situation is unacceptable.

Mal, sobre todo porque causa desaprobacion moral o critica fuerte.

Usalo cuando el mal no sea lo suficientemente fuerte porque la situacion es inaceptable.
The working conditions were appalling.

Las condiciones de trabajo eran espantosas.

There was an appalling lack of communication.

Hubo una terrible falta de comunicacion.
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unpleasant
desagradable

Not enjoyable, comfortable or agreeable.
More restrained than awful; useful when you want to sound measured.

No agradable, cémodo o agradable.

Mas restringido que horrible; Gtil cuando quieres sonar medido.
The conversation became unpleasant.

La conversacion se volvio desagradable.

We had an unpleasant journey home.

Tuvimos un viaje desagradable a casa.

difficult to endure
dificil de soportar

So unpleasant or painful that it is hard to continue experiencing it.
A reusable descriptive phrase for noise, pain, weather or a stressful situation.

Tan desagradable o doloroso que es dificil seguir experimentando.

Una frase descriptiva reutilizable para el ruido, el dolor, el clima o una situacion estresante.
The heat became difficult to endure.

El calor se hizo dificil de soportar.

The constant noise was difficult to endure.

El ruido constante era dificil de soportar.

moral disapproval
desaprobacién moral

A negative judgement based on what you believe is right or acceptable.
This explains why appalling is stronger than a simple description of poor quality.

Un juicio negativo basado en lo que crees que es correcto 0 aceptable.
Esto explica por qué es mas fuerte que una simple descripcién de la mala calidad.
Her reaction expressed clear moral disapproval.

Su reaccidn expreso una clara desaprobacién moral.

The report caused widespread moral disapproval.

El informe caus6 una desaprobacion moral generalizada.

a strong negative reaction
una fuerte reaccién negativa

An intense response of dislike, shock or criticism.
A useful collocation for explaining how powerful language affects a listener.

Una respuesta intensa de disgusto, shock o critica.

Una ubicacién util para explicar como el lenguaje poderoso afecta a un oyente.
The decision caused a strong negative reaction.

La decision caus6 una reaccion negativa fuerte.

Appalling communicates a strong negative reaction.

Appalling comunica una reaccion negativa fuerte.
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an appalling lack of something
una falta indignante de algo

A shockingly serious absence or shortage of something important.
A high-value collocation used for communication, care, judgement, evidence and planning.

Una ausencia escandalosamente grave o escasez de algo importante.

A high-value collocation used for communication, care, judgement, evidence and planning.
There was an appalling lack of preparation.

Habia una terrible falta de preparacion.

The case revealed an appalling lack of care.

El caso revel6 una terrible falta de atencion.
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