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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, are you already at the café?

Martin Saciwa 4815 45 1ol Jb o Lo

Yes.

Our meeting starts in fifteen minutes.
9 8 § oy 48B3 033l 5 Lo dud>

| am afraid something has come up.

Al db G eyl 0
Is everything all right?

SOW] FOWERR VP i]

Yes.

My train has been cancelled, and the next one leaves in an hour.

.M|OA3ML>§QQ.CLA\S£)J)§5JU_§%90A&J¢‘5Q4)UQ§

Then we need to change our plans.

S 3 1y 395 glo daliyy gl uge

And we need to do it in natural, polite English.

s il wsge g (e Sl Lyl laab L

Fortunately, that is exactly what today’s episode is about.

ol OT 3390 33 jgyal oS cewl S OLA_Q 5.8 qu wlsugs

Welcome to Your English Toolbox.

sl nes Your English Toolbox a

| am Julia.

Julia

And | am Martin.

iwa Martin

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-125-transcript/

Page 1



https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-125-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-125-transcript/

Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 125

This is episode three of Everyday Useful Expressions.

el 03030y oLy dws Cuawd ol

Our series gives you ready-made English for real situations.

.mdwﬂlgé&&ﬁ&_’ég,oél)g oJLATJ‘y_{,KjH.m.‘BqLoLS)‘A

Today we are learning four natural expressions for changing a plan without sounding abrupt or careless.

esal Lo coaal s blas aas daliy S s ¢l 1y saeds @yle slgn Lo 3ol

Our first expression is: Something has come up.

el daal i 1l ool bo o lo ool

Something has come up.

sl oaal S

It means that an unexpected situation has appeared and now affects your plans.

I8 o 356 L glo aaliys 3 oy5iST g oni yalls oybitiayud comdg Sy o canl ine glay ol

You may not want or need to explain every detail.

oldir 50 xed sl @ il b asalesy cul (San o

For example: | am sorry, but something has come up at work.

ol D.&AT)‘.S J:m 39 e ] ;(QML/.A % JL/.A Olsjgc. U

Or: Something has come up, so | cannot meet you this afternoon.

oS OB la Uy 5gb 31 amy Hosal @iled ad o calsaliy el osal (ghumr ol

The present perfect is important: something has come up.

el onal gienr 1l pga Lled ag Jle

Not “an unexpected has come up”.

€] 085 S ey

And not simply “I have a problem” if you want to sound calm and natural.

sy B @ e g plil sgales e (ST als JSae Sy e b @i g

Is the expression formal?

Seeal Lawy olo Ul

It is neutral and useful with friends, colleagues and clients.

el byt g olyKaa (liwgs b aida g Byl o

But it can sound vague, so add a little context when appropriate.

AS Lol Cuslia plod 3o 1y S5 oS yin Sy el sl sy A5 a4 agen lgT 0 Lal

Our second expression is: I'm sorry for the short notice.

(aduslin 0igS Ml clys iyo el ppyl Lo pgs ol
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I’'m sorry for the short notice.
phaslzn o3sS Hlas! euly o
Short notice means that you are giving someone very little time to prepare for a change.
A3 50 3 gly g3l oslal gly S sl Lo oS @ la o sl imo ol @ oligS ax g
If you cancel a meeting three weeks in advance, it is not short notice.
) OUsS a9 S 02 B i |y dulr Sy Lo S|
If you change it fifteen minutes before it begins, it definitely is.

For example: I’'m sorry for the short notice, but | need to leave work early today.

S Syily 38593 0l (o Lol (adwlio oligS gMbl gl o Jlia oylgic 4

Or: I'm sorry for the short notice.

paulio oligS gMbl ¢ly e il

My train has been cancelled.

R omww)w

This expression recognises that the change may inconvenience the other person.

.AS@‘JU‘)&)QJJ)Q@MQ&AAMdS.&SQAQ@QJ

It is an apology, not a long explanation.

b e g5 Sy @ el LalgS ke

Now we need to suggest a solution.

oS slgrieg Jo oly o bl

Our third expression is: Could we move it to...?

Loaly uTM‘QJUALJTuAJ‘ ol e o lo e g

Could we move it to Friday?

SuS Jizia azax @y |y ol mailed o U

Or: Could we move our meeting to three o’clock?

“Could we” sounds collaborative and polite.

,MH).BJQGQJSAQSM“LAQ‘AI QSAA"

You are suggesting a new time, not ordering the other person to accept it.

Saad Ty ol aues yorws ¢3S0 jased ay Sl & S o slgiden 1y gauas olo L

What does “it” represent?

Saas oo las « by
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The meeting, appointment, lunch or other plan that both people already understand.
.AiS&SJJJ{é_}‘QJ)QdSé)iJﬁJ wliy b ylal oBMe 4148 awl>

Could we move it to tomorrow morning?

Tads &Sy |y ol o 1338 @ilgd o L
Exactly.

wu' s 33

Be careful with the preposition.

el 238 i Blye
Move it to Friday.

S Jazin asax 4y |y o
Not move it for Friday.
A5 eS8y asax gly

Our fourth expression checks whether the new plan is convenient.

el canlio apaz zub LTS 08 o unn b ole cueslex
Does Friday work for you?
SuS 0 )5 e gl anax
Or: Does three o’clock work for you?
SUS a5 lads ¢l dun el U
Here, “work” means to be suitable or convenient.
el gy ey by el glina 4”38 ol 4o
You can also ask: Would Friday work for you?

S o )18 lady ¢ly aman Ll iaenyg alei o e Lo

“Would” sounds slightly more tentative.

Ay o 3 @y yaeg a8 LI

How should the other person answer?

Faa0 Fawl b GgSs S asus

“Yes, that works for me.”

«AS 5048 (o gl ol cdy

Or: “I'm afraid Friday does not work.

AT IS avax i on il

How about Monday?”

«§yoan aings
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A useful rescheduling message often follows four simple steps.
A5 o Jlds Ty oslas d>ya ylgs el osla ply SO

First, explain: Something has come up.

ROW RV Y3 VESRRVE XF WY U]

Second, acknowledge the timing: I'm sorry for the short notice.

.pbeslio oligS ¢ Mbl glyy cp0 1S Gaaad |y yla pos

Third, suggest an alternative: Could we move it to Friday?
SeuS Jaxio aax a1y o @lgi o Ll ipouw
Fourth, check: Does eleven o’clock work for you?
SuS o 418 ety gly 093l el LT iay g
Let us hear the complete message.

eaokdn 1y JalS plag asas 03l

Something has come up at work.
el 03l IS oo 53 gien
I’'m sorry for the short notice.
pdwlio oligS ylasl culy (o
Could we move our meeting to Friday?
SuS Jitie anax ay ly 395 awds @il o L
Does eleven o’clock work for you?
SIS o 58 Ll gly 03l el Ll

Clear, polite and practical.

las g Daga aly

Time for a quick challenge.

iy e SO gl e}

Complete each response before we answer.

25 JolS faly 51 I3 1y gl s

Situation one.

Ay 5o 3T @ o planin e Cdgiun Sy Jol cunsg

An unexpected responsibility appears.

Ay 50 s olatio et cdgtun Sy Jol cumog

Something has come up.
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Situation two.

You are changing the plan at the last minute.

I’'m sorry for the short notice.

Situation three.

You want to suggest Thursday instead.

Could we move it to Thursday?

Situation four.

You want to know whether two o’clock is convenient.

Does two o’clock work for you?

Now create your own complete message.

Begin with: Something has come up.

TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 125

.A@J&MUMU};M&{)}TJJMQJWQ

.A@JUA)*”&BUMU)QMQ&)}TJJMQJ&MQ

adulio oBigS Hlas uly e

Ay g dod g gl w4 aalgs o lad dw Coumog

Ao slgiiay did g gl 4 ales o lad dw cunsg

SaaS Jatie dgdoniy joy s |y ol @siled La U

sl nlia g celu &S w Sl algs o pyles cumog

el cenlia go el oS Sl aalgs o piler cumog

?AJS&)[SLA.&&U.}gJC&LuLJ

AS sl 1y sg3 Lol sl dl>

el oxal gium 1aS ¢ gy

Remember: a good rescheduling message does not need a dramatic excuse.

It needs clarity, respect and a practical alternative.

2l 3l Slalys dily o w3 plo Soaly aals sl @

Sl 3k las p3Sols Sh g plyislizodg @

On the episode page at yourenglishtoolbox.com, you will find five additional expressions for changing plans.

S sl Ty daliy s cly BLol eiyle au i yourenglishtoolbox.com cuawsd axio s

Each one includes its meaning, tone, examples and active practice.

The direct link is in the episode description.
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Now, what should we do about our café meeting?
?MAAQQLA@[SWJ)QA)J

Something has come up.

sl oaal S

Yes.

We know that part.
els e ly pisa ol b
I’'m sorry for the short notice.
péuwlie oligS Hlasl eul (e
Also correct.

Ll gy o

Could we move it to tomorrow morning?

Seus eSy> |y ol eeo 1338 @uiled La LT

Tomorrow morning works for me.
A5 5038 o gl o 1958
Excellent.
el e
And | will pay for the coffee.

oS 0 e3lasg 09e8 sl o

That is not part of the expression, but it is an excellent rescheduling strategy.

sl e 35l yral S aSly g ol 51 a3 ol
See you next time, friends.
Ol Sy 1y Ay asds

Goodbye.

Kalslas
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