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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, have you decided whether to accept the new project?
Martin §ausS Joud 1y auus 05931 Ll s il ad 8 auacd lads
Not yet.
T
It is difficult.

el ylgana

Difficult because the work is complicated?

Teenl daumen yI8 &S 1y ol ylgans

Not exactly.

Difficult because the choice is emotionally hard?

S el cdew Lable a1 Bl «S 1y coul jlgaas

Yes.

That is closer.
el 33 SGa
Then you need a more precise word.
Als 30 5 88 aalS S @y ugan
| suspected you might say that.
285 Tyl sl (Sae @S 0 aS
Today we will compare tricky, tough and straightforward.

35 aualos duplda |y straightforward g tricky. tough La g sal

Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.

Ausal g5 Arena Five-Minute English 3545 9 Your English Toolbox «

| am Martin.

iwa Martin
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And | am Julia.

eiwa Julia ;o
Today we are moving beyond the general word difficult and choosing a word that explains what kind of difficulty
we mean.

el oylods g o5 dx 45 Aas 50 xeo 9l oS @S o VDI 1y 4alS S g S 0 ES > Edw IS 4alS 3l 35155 Le jg5al
Let us begin with tricky.

a5 ¢ o5 tricky b aalo

Tricky means difficult because something requires care, skill or careful thought.

Tricky ayls 3885 ySai b ylga wadlya @ 35 ghun 1) el jlgins glina w,

A tricky question may look simple, but the answer is not obvious.

et 2oy Fewly Lol iy 325 @ ool el (Saa tricky Ilows

A tricky problem may have several possible solutions and hidden risks.
aal aals olay oldas g st s oly s ol Sas tricky S
For example: This part of the installation is tricky.
el rCKY coas 3l cand oyl : Jlia oloie @
Or: It was a tricky conversation because | did not want to offend anyone.

@Sl ly LS @ialgs Ladlysy wg tricky dallSa S ool i

So tricky can describe a technical problem and a social situation.

A8 dpogily Lelarn] cunog Sy g 8 JSiie S Slgi e tricky ol by

Yes.

It often suggests complexity, uncertainty or the possibility of making a mistake.
Aoy ooyl Iy gayS olaal Sl by ylaabl pae (S el

Could my project decision be tricky?

Sl tricky (o 0505 puacs Ul

It could be, if there are many details to balance.

Al aunls sgg J.)lsﬁ 6')‘3 6.\[,3)’ oldy> )f' Cesl uimo

The salary is good, but the schedule is uncertain, and the role may change.

ﬁww‘@ﬂgwlu&mbubybhw‘up@w

That is definitely tricky.

ol tricky lekas

Now let us look at tough.

xS 05 tough « agl
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Tough means difficult to do, endure or decide, often because it demands strength or involves an unpleasant
choice.

Tough ¢l slags b olsesl Sy Jalis b g @iyad a1y o «S s el o el sl 638 puaad b Jasd plool glys slais iee 4.

A tough decision can affect people you care about.

138 386 sy e ol @l a4 oS galydl y Slg3 e tOUGh e
A tough week can leave you tired.
A8 @ |y laa Algi e tOUgh aida
And a tough exam demands a lot of effort.
Al golsy @M 4 3LS tough (yletal o

For example: Turning down the offer was a tough decision.

91 tough eaad Sy slguieg oaysl byl ¢l

Or: We had a tough conversation about the budget.

el dx398 3390 ys tOUgh ¢3S Lo iy

In your case, accepting the project would mean less time with your family and friends.

S92 sales lady (yliwgs g 0algils Ly yuaS plo) glima 4y 03953 ol Sasads dads 5390 5o
Exactly.
wu' s 33
That is why it feels tough.

..).JSQAQAL‘Q| thUghds&‘u' JJJM:U

Tricky describes the complexity.

Tricky S o deogs |y Sauma.

Tough describes the emotional or practical weight.

Tough &S o ieogily Jlac by Lable 0.

Can one situation be both tricky and tough?

sanl tough g tricky Wlgi e cursg S Ll

Absolutely.

The details can be tricky, and the final choice can be tough.

sl tough Wlgs s  olg wesl g aal tricky Llgs e ol

Now for our third word: straightforward.

straightforward :le s g 4alS ¢l y

Straightforward means clear, simple and easy to understand or complete.

Straightforward cosl eSS U Sys gl olul g ool esdly glina 4.
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So it is almost the opposite of tricky.

el tricky callsee Loyas ol

Often, yes.

A straightforward process has clear steps and few surprises.

Als 8Bl wiy g gy gl P@ straightforward a8

For example: The online application was quick and straightforward.
g straightforward g ey (31 dabys : Jlia olgie @

Or: Her instructions were straightforward and easy to follow.

B9 xS ¢ly ol g straightforward gl glo Jas)lygzws i

Does straightforward mean that something requires no effort?

Sayla W @ 5l oS el giun glisw 4 Straightforward L

Not always.

A task can take time but still be straightforward if you know exactly what to do.
Ao alosl b 8 an oS ails o BBs las (S el straightforward jaia lal sy olay $lgi e 418 S

Editing one hundred files may be slow, but the process can be straightforward.
b straightforward wilgs e aulsd bl ausl axwal cal (Sae L wo So ialag

Good example.

B3 salgs ol cla pB L ouuS 58 sulyd Sy wSey g Jlia

The opposite would be a confusing process with hidden steps.
29y a0ls3 olgz gla pB L 0aiS 78 anld Sy uSeyy oo o
Let us compare our three words.
Tricky: difficult because it needs care, skill or careful thought.
Tricky: syls 8.8 S8 U eiylga coadlya @ 33 Ly sl jlgas.
Tough: difficult because it demands strength or involves a hard choice.
Tough: cs! coew 0Bl S Jala b ayls 3L0 @8 @y el ylgas,
Straightforward: clear, direct and not complicated.

Straightforward: sa s o esbtua xolg

Time for a quick challenge.

iy il SO gl oo

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-129-transcript/

Page 4



https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-129-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-129-transcript/

Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 129

Choose tricky, tough or straightforward before we answer.
tricky. tough L straightforward s.cS wsesl zwly 31 L8 1.

Situation one.

S s Job aiBs 93 9 ayls gy dl>ya aw p38 Sy ol cumdg

A form has three clear steps and takes two minutes.
A8 o Job 4B By g3 g sls gy dl>ya d 38 Sy Jol s
It is straightforward.

straightforward c..!.

Situation two.

AS cayl 1y 538 aslel e olzal OlalS 1) s Fraly Jlow Sy c8s gl lads 9 Comdg
You must answer a question carefully because the wrong words could upset someone.

A8 oyl 538 aiilgd e olizal wlalS 1) pes by Jlow So @ e bl lad 9o cumdg

Itis a tricky question.

sl tricky Jow ool
Situation three.
A8 Bl sg3 0slgils b gty (ylo) oy 33anas (o b lad dw cumog
You must choose between a better salary and more time with your family.
S el 3s3 0slgils b gy oo 9 3 33aians st b Ladh as comdg
It is a tough decision.
el tough egaas ol
Situation four.
3y epenl 08203 ) 33155 o Sz oS oleznl S Lol azzud oUsS o Jasllyszas pylen Comds
The instructions are short, but one small mistake can damage the machine.
Loy gl 08t @y W18 o S oS oleianl S Lol ariud oigS Lo Janllysiws pilen cunds
The task is tricky, not necessarily tough.
tough lagyl & .ceul tricky 418 il
Now improve this sentence: The meeting was difficult.
299 ylgany duds tasasy sgu |y das ol ¥l
Was it complicated and delicate?
S35y s g onn

Then it was tricky.

g tricky Luew
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Was it emotionally demanding?

Sag1 p3d able ylai I L

Then it was tough.

Ao tough gus

Was it clear and easy to follow?

Sl gy o QL‘:T Ll

Then it was straightforward, not difficult at all.

290 ylgas Mol g sgs straightforward s

On the episode page at yourenglishtoolbox.com, Cinema Mode lets you follow every example as you hear it.

A8 s g oo oS yohailaa |y digai yo sas e o)l lads @ s <> yourenglishtoolboX.com cuawd asao s
Seeing the word in context while listening can make these small differences much easier to remember.
A8 55 Ll sl 1y S oS glo @9lad l wilg o oyl (868 S o 33 (e 58 aalS s

The direct link is in the episode description.

So, Martin, describe your project decision again.

A8 o i |y 393 03a 5y praal oybgs Martin el yly

The contract is tricky because some details may change.

LS S el Sas Ol 3 Sy 1y el tricky alsylyd
Good.

s

The decision is tough because the new schedule would affect my personal life.

ayla8 UA).‘JLQA s Sa5 s daly ) el tough eeaes ol
Exactly.

wu' s 33

And is the application process difficult?

Sl slads Coulgs s ainlyd Ll

No. That part is completely straightforward.

! straightforward MalS cawd il &

Now your answer tells us something useful.

85 5o bo @y aide i Lo el

See you next time, friends.

EICHT RN ITR FIRCTR-EL-RY

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-129-transcript/

Page 6



https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-129-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-129-transcript/

Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 129

Goodbye.

Kalslas
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