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A Difficult Decision: Tricky, Tough or Straightforward?

English learning resource - EN

Key words & expressions - English
3 learning entries

Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

tricky

Difficult because it requires care, skill or clever thought.

Use it when the difficulty comes from complications, hidden details or a risk of making a mistake.
It is a tricky decision because both options have hidden costs.

That is a tricky question, so think before you answer.

tough

Difficult and demanding, requiring effort, strength or emotional resilience.
Use it when something feels hard to do or endure, even if it is not complicated.
Turning down the offer was a tough decision.

The final week of training was tough but useful.

straightforward

Simple, clear and easy to understand or do.
It does not always mean effortless; it means that the route, instructions or choice is clear.

The application process is straightforward.

Once we saw the figures, the decision was straightforward.
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