Your English Toolbox

TRANSCRIPT - EPISODE 134

Stop Saying “Good”: Enjoyable, Rewarding or
Worthwhile?

English learning resource - FA
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106 lines

Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, was the weekend photography course good?

Sags U wibn 331 LwlSe 0y9u (uiylo
Yes, it was good.
R

Was the walk through the old city good?

T393 VoS yad a8 sy 3 g930Ly

Also good.

251993 @

And was helping the beginners good?

Ty Wos gaiea 38l @y SaS

Very good.

e Gl

Three different experiences and one very vague adjective.
oo 3l Cdio S g wiglatie ayyad dw

| can already see where this is going.

oy S g el )58 pagd 0 dl> pean

Today, good becomes enjoyable, rewarding or worthwhile.

oS e 588 «worthwhile» Ly «enjoyable», «rewarding» b 1y «good» jg yal

Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.

sl ugs Practice Arena Five-Minute English g Your English Toolbox «

| am Martin.

it yle (e

And | am Julia.

i Wox e g

Today we are choosing a more precise word for a positive experience.

oS o Wil 88y clojlg wiata st Sy gly S sal
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Let us begin with enjoyable.

05 £ 9y «enjoyabler b sl

Enjoyable means pleasant and giving you pleasure.
«Enjoyable» sulags o (asund) sey.
A film can be enjoyable.

Aal «enjoyabler ailgs s @ld S5
A meal can be enjoyable.
Al «enjoyable» silgi o 13é sucg S

And the walk through the old city was very enjoyable.

S8 il Hlew sgd aa8 iy s goy0ala o

Enjoyable focuses on how the experience felt while it was happening.

«Enjoyable» scuals gim aynd pBia oS s)ls 35348 alas] .
It does not have to be amazing or important.
2l ago b 30l con p3d
It simply gave you a good time.
Al aals Lags ool suim el badd
For example: We had an enjoyable evening with our neighbours.
« @338 laglaasluan U1y Lasaodd cum Yl gl
Or: The book was light but enjoyable.
€39y idoadd lal Shw oS 1L

Can | say, “l was enjoyable”?

s« was enjoyable» @655 @ilgs e

Only if you mean that other people enjoyed spending time with you.

gy i) lad b 550,38 B 31 oLiSas oSl ol oyskiia (31 b
Ah.

lal

If I enjoyed the course, the course was enjoyable, and | enjoyed it.

Py i o135l e o 5oy «enjoyable» oygs 355 a3y i) 0393 31 5!

Exactly.

Do not say that you were enjoyable when you mean that you had fun.

Agags «enjoyabler bsgs ausSs cuniS jugs S cunl ol (Uyglaia B
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Now let us look at rewarding.

@S Ly Iy «rewarding»

Rewarding describes something that gives you satisfaction, a sense of achievement or personal value.
«Rewarding» sas o lad 4y asuin (1))l b coddga jus woldy S S e o di |y giex
It often requires effort.
Syl sls i @ el
Teaching can be rewarding.

Al gsacals) Slgise oals a3sal
Learning a difficult skill can be rewarding.
Al grsgcaloy Slgi e slams wilge Sy 6xSsb
And helping the beginners with their cameras was rewarding.
Bg pisaalsy linla gyl U ¢l gaim 3ly8l 4 SaS o
Why not simply enjoyable?
s«enjoyable» @0 bad [y
It may have been enjoyable too.
Adily 039y o Sl sl (Sas
But rewarding explains the deeper satisfaction you felt because your effort helped someone.
A8y wlasl sgs @M L S 4 a)S SaS 3l S wS e Lo 1y gy3 Buae culsy «rewarding» Ll
So an experience can be difficult and still be rewarding.
Al gisacoloy Jl e 530 slods wilgi e apyad Sy
Absolutely.

Mals

Training for a race may be exhausting but rewarding.
Aabl Jisacoloy Ll ssaSdaiws (lgs o ddslus S gly csad
A rewarding job is not necessarily an easy job.

g Gl bogyl asucaley Jaa SO

Correct.
RGIU) RUERY
The value often comes from the challenge, progress or contribution.
Al e eSylie b by (Wl 31 cdel ol gyl
Our third word is worthwhile.

el «worthwhile» L pgus 0519
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Worthwhile means worth the time, effort or money that you give to something.

«Worthwhile» xS e Syo Jialy S syl ly Joo b (oMl gloy 23yl ghear i

The course cost money and took the whole weekend.

.a.éﬁbmpbbsgwbq;\mojgg

Was it worthwhile?

Seanls y iyl Gl

Yes.

| learned techniques that | will use for years.

35S @alss oslazul lag)l 31 o Yl oS @288 sy Lig:d

Then you can say: The course was worthwhile.

ceals y iyl 0398 68 45l 0

Or: It is worthwhile to compare several options before you decide.

€S duglia |y an)S i g3 Saeaai 3l iy 3yl (i il

We also often say: It is worth doing something.

«Itis worth doing something» :a.us5 0 el fruiman

The course was worthwhile.
g aadn iyl oygs

It was worth taking.

ls iyl J).s IS &Sy

Be careful: worthwhile is one word.

Cen] 4alS S «worthwhile» ;S as g3

And we do not say “worthful” or “worthly”.

285 ai «worthly» Ly «worthful» o

What is the difference between rewarding and worthwhile?

§ s> «worthwhile» 9 «rewarding» erglas

Rewarding focuses on the satisfaction or value you receive.

«Rewarding» auS .o céliys oS syls 3S3a3 iyl b coloy y.

Worthwhile is a judgement: the result justified the time, effort or cost.

«Worthwhile» ceul 038 ausrgi ly auia b @M yloy ot el oLyl S,

A long project can be both rewarding and worthwhile.
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And enjoyable?
s«enjoyable» g
That focuses on pleasure.
S3ls 3583 O3 gy 03l oyl
Something can be enjoyable but not worthwhile.
Al azala xaliS edy (il Lol saly jusaol Sl e gl
Like watching six hours of short videos instead of doing your work?
TS plovil gl ey oligS slaghang s el i J2a
Very enjoyable.
el s
Perhaps not worthwhile.
Al analad 1y Giadyl ala
Let us compare the three words.
oS dunlia Iy o3lg aw el sole

Enjoyable means pleasant and fun to experience.

«Enjoyable» jusgwi g anlags glayad e

Rewarding means giving satisfaction, achievement or personal value.

«Rewarding» aas o sasun Ll b caddsn jus waldy g 2.

Worthwhile means worth the time, effort or money involved.

«Worthwhile» s,ls 1y saasdyo Jou b (oM (lay (adyl e o

Time for a quick challenge.

Choose enjoyable, rewarding or worthwhile before we answer.

S ol [y «worthwhile» U «enjoyabler, «rewarding» gewly ¢ 31 i

Situation one.

ol caeBga

You spend a relaxed evening laughing with friends.

2138 e liwgs HUS y i L 1 all yae S

It was enjoyable.

YT IgVESICIR

Situation two.

YY) CmBga
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You mentor a new colleague and feel proud when her confidence grows.

AS 0 3908 uluel sai e yrding wddagslaiel B9 g was e wleialy Lae 5Ske SO @

It was rewarding.

A9 pisacalsy

Situation three.

o CyBga

A difficult course gives you a qualification that improves your career.

IS o 52 1y GBI s 45 s pa lad 4y (Syae ylads 0398 Sy

It was worthwhile.

ol 1y Lyl

Situation four.
Poler cumBao
A volunteer project requires effort, but it gives you a strong sense of purpose.
A oo lad @ deae ciadan s Lol yls 36 oM @ dildlogls 0593 S

It was rewarding.

A9 pisacalsy

Now improve this sentence: Learning English is good.

il a5 LSl 63 Bl 1S 383 |y dlaz ol Yl
Is the experience pleasant?
§ el aiglaigs 4y Ll
Learning English is enjoyable.
el «enjoyabler w1 ¢ Sals
Does your progress give you satisfaction?
Fa0s 0 cald )y laa ay oylesd yagg U
Learning English is rewarding.

sl «rewarding» o JSl ¢S5k

Does the result justify your time and effort?
A5 oo der g 1y Leadli g oyloj camme L
Learning English is worthwhile.

el aworthwhile» w55l ¢y Sl

On the episode page at yourenglishtoolbox.com, you can compare every example with Spanish, German,
French or Farsi.

A dunlie Ly b gguilyd (Sl lilaal b1y Jlie yo ailsi e Yourenglishtoolbox.com ys sgiol axao 4o
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That contrast helps you notice the difference between words that a dictionary may translate in a similar way.

The direct link is in the episode description.

So, give me your final review of the weekend.

The city walk was enjoyable.

Good.

Helping the beginners was rewarding.

Better.

And the photography course was definitely worthwhile.

Now your review is as precise as your photographs.

The photographs still need work.

Then next weekend may be worthwhile too.

See you next time, friends.

Goodbye.
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