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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, the client wants us to make the page lighter.

oS S |y axbio sales o gytina (yslo
All right.

P93 sl
I will change the background from dark blue to pale cream.

OR358 3 iny pxS a0y ol 311y diay uy

No, she means lighter as in simpler.

el yioslw dighters 31 yuyglaia (&

Fewer elements.
That is a completely different kind of lighter.
el «lighter» 31 Jglaze MalS glioa oyl
And a perfect reason to check what someone means before you start working.
e Jilia Byb yolhie magd iakaa )5 ¢ g 31 i Sl gl (293 slkan Jds o
Welcome to Your English Toolbox.
sl nes Your English Toolbox a

| am Julia.

i Loz 4o

And | am Martin.
e gisle 0 9
This is episode five of Everyday Useful Expressions, our series of ready-made English for real situations.

sl (28l clacamban ¢ly udSl oslal clacsyle dcgana [Everyday Useful Expressions asuy cuaud ol

Today we are learning four natural ways to ask for clarification and check that you understood correctly.

0235 50 3L ey Sy ey 9 o8l Caalggn glyy b 20y sle Hoel

Our first expression is: Do you mean...?

«?..Do you mean» :cwul cpl o Jol eiyle
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Do you mean you want fewer elements on the page?
faaly axdo 33 gy yolie ales o iy
This expression offers a possible interpretation and invites the other person to confirm or correct it.
S Mol b aglily ol ales o bilia Bybs 3l g sas e Sl Jlaisl canlsyy S sl ol
For example: Do you mean we should cancel the meeting?

«SpeS o |y duda oS canl el ciyglaian @ Jlia gl

Or: Do you mean the first option or the second one?
«Spgs 43S by el Jol 43S wyglaiar iy
A typical answer is: Yes, exactly.
B el el ol Joana faly Sy
Or: No, what | mean is...

€4S Cuwl ol pygtiie (iv il

Do you mean is more useful than simply saying, “I do not understand,” because it shows what part you think
you understood.

«Do you mean» syloscagd Iy sy alaS agS s S8 sas oo olid o (sl 356330318 «pais sad axgior oslu 245 3.

And it makes the misunderstanding easier to repair.

WS o Fiplal |y paldiegu a3S Byl g
Our second expression is: So, what you’re saying is...
«..S0, what you're saying is» :cwsl ol lo pos @iyle

So, what you’re saying is that the page should feel simpler, not brighter.

Forey 4 ey JA3 @ sl Ll ado 265 50

Exactly.

We use this expression to summarise another person’s main idea in our own words.

(0xS o oslizal lasgs glaosly b Jilis Byl Lol yoliia 1ys)S aoMs ¢ly eyl ol 3

For example: So, what you’re saying is that we need more time, not more people.

«yten 31381 & easla 3LS gyt lo) 4 (295 e e i lie gl

Or: So, what you're saying is that the price includes delivery.

€l oai Bl cwad gy Jugad auia 365 se e 1L

Tone matters here.

el @ga oo eyl

With a calm, interested tone, it checks understanding.

39350 )15 @ g3 Sy3 s gl iedBMe g alyl i
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With an angry tone, it can sound like a challenge.

S Ly ille U olyzel sl (Sas Siluas Lisd b

So use it to clarify, not to trap the other person.
Jilda Byl sl als ay ¢l 6 aS eslazal yotaia (xS cingy gl ol 31 L
Our third expression is: If | understand correctly...

«.Iflunderstand correctly» :ccul ol bo pgus 3l

If I understand correctly, you want the new version by Thursday.
293 e adioniy U1y agas s (el ouds agte Ceys S
This is neutral, careful and especially useful in meetings, instructions and professional conversations.
Al 338 glady> glagSocdS g la Jeallygiws daduls> 33 03ag0 o conl dilblize g 25 wyle
It shows that you are checking your interpretation, not claiming that it is certainly correct.
sl sy L 0 Lol @Syl @ S Lo ayst 1y 593 el agyls aas e olad

For example: If | understand correctly, each person will prepare one section.

« A8 o0 oslal Iy Uisy SO a8 0 ‘(n.u.)b O Ao 9o e 3 )§l>> JLIA 6'3‘3

Or: If I understand correctly, there is no additional fee.

«3ylai sgzg Blol dpie (ail oud d>gie Cunys Sh b

A natural response is: Yes, that’s right.
el Gyl rcanl )l eade el S
Or: Not quite.
OalS wir 1Ly
Let me explain.
D D 55 4135
The phrase gives the other person space to correct you politely.
S Mol 1y lads d5lisge as e cuosd hilde Byb 4 oyle oyl
Our fourth expression is: Could you walk me through that?
«?Could you walk me through that» :ccul (ol la psler @yle

Could you walk me through that?

Lo 22 o8 ily dlssaaals e 1y o Sl

This means: Could you explain the process or idea step by step?

«§ 0 o o8 dl> oyl g |y ol Ly il yd Slgi er sy

It is useful when repeating one sentence will not be enough.
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For example: Could you walk me through the new booking system?

«§ 04 2268 @l y dl>yoayalsga ly 933y i @iacw Slgl ser 1l gl

Or: | understand the goal, but could you walk me through the next steps?
«§ 500 ppd oS paBaypad Iy gamy >0 SileT o Lal (aagd o 1y Baan il
We often use walk someone through something.
S o 0slazal «walk someone through something» sl 31 el

The technician walked me through the setup.

Sl xeo gl @alys paBaypad 1y giluloly Jolsa ST

It is friendly and professional, but it asks for a fuller explanation, so use it when you genuinely need the steps.

A aslazal ol 31 auyls 3L5 Jolye 4 leBlg By o taalgs o gx3 S!S ud g5 bl wewl gladys> g diliwgs eiyle oyl

Do not ask someone to walk you through their name.

A3 xeo 68 Lol y d> yedsdl> ya 1y Jial aaless ous 5

Unless their name has twelve parts.

aaly aals s oshles el Syl Ko

Even then, another question may be better.

el iy 65503 Jlges i pa @ys0 Gl 5o i

Let us compare all four expressions.
oS dunlia |y oyl Hlgx 30 salo
Do you mean...? offers a possible interpretation.

«Doyou mean..?» 1S o zske Jlausl cunlsy S

So, what you’re saying is... summarises the main idea in your own words.

«S0, what you're saying is...» .S o aoMs 4lisgs clasilo Uly Lol yglata,

If I understand correctly... checks your interpretation carefully.

«If lunderstand correctly..» 88 o swyy <85 U1y laa cunlsy,

And could you walk me through that? asks for a step-by-step explanation.

Aalgd o d>jadsd>ya o gi «?Could you walk me through that» o

Time for a quick challenge.

Choose the best expression before we answer.

S ol 1y wyle gy Groly gagas 31 g

Situation one.

ol cuedga
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You think “next Friday” means the Friday after this one, but you want to confirm.
o yalre saales o bl sy wite asax iy «osiyl anany SS 0 388
Do you mean Friday the eighteenth?
Fnl @120 a2ax> ©)glaia
Situation two.
P9 CmBga
A colleague gives you a long explanation, and you want to summarise the central idea.

A8 woMs |y Lol S5 salgs 50 9 w038 Sgb (oo gl (U San

So, what you’re saying is that the original plan is still possible.

ol ! LB joia adol zab a6S e Ly

Situation three.

o CyBga

You want to check a professional instruction without sounding certain.

ALS sy gy 1 @ 2haB oay |y o)lS Hotws SO el e

If I understand correctly, | should send the document to both teams.

,{QLA).&J'MQJ)Q&‘)_) b.\.}.hu.\gle‘pai!bom:t:?siow)_))ﬁ

Situation four.

2le cundoo

You need someone to explain a new system step by step.

A2 ol Ll d> yadsdls ya 1y s @itacun SO uS agls LS

Could you walk me through that?

L0 22 o8 il s saaals e 1y o Sl

Now practise one complete clarification.

A8 sl yolhie 8xS gy gl JolS das SGl>

Begin with: If I understand correctly...

«.Iflunderstand correctly» 1108 ¢ gy <osbe cpl b

Checking understanding is not a sign of weak English.

Lewd B0 u.guﬁ)l Glid ey Sys sy
Itis a sign of careful communication.
el sy g §8s byl wilas

On the episode page at yourenglishtoolbox.com, you will find five additional expressions for clarifying and
checking understanding.

ALS ol Cawyy Sy sy 9 yokhia asS gy él)_) _)ig_) &yle == yourenglishtoolbox.com 33393l axdo o
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Each one includes its meaning, tone, two examples and active practice.

el Y128 casai g Yo 93 (>« sima Jol alaS 50

The direct link is in the episode description.

Syl 518 seial Wl gl s s So

Now, about the client’s page.

LCyiia ddo dy a3 Sy il

Do you mean we should remove some sections?
TpaS Bis 1yl ity pany Ll &S cul ol wyghiio
Not quite.
MalS &

So, what you’re saying is that we should keep the sections but simplify the design.

S iosla |y (>1abo Lol asls oS5 1y Lo sy 0l (255 50 o
Yes, that’s right.

R Cews 33 ;414

If I understand correctly, the background can stay dark blue.

ke 035 ool W19 oa din g ey 02k dr gt Cenys ]

No. She also wants pale cream.

Aalg3 0@ gy psS Sy ol 4

This project is less straightforward than | thought.

sl 304y p3 S 0 558 a3l 0305y ol

Would you like me to walk you through it?

o ped sl Culy dlsewalsya by of Lales e
Please do.
lala) aly
See you next time, friends.
liwgs (s amds 5

Goodbye.

Jaslslas
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