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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, why are you carrying a tiny plastic trophy?
§clad S coins SaeS Sty sl S Iy (opislo

It belongs to Emma, one of the students in my presentation group.

oo Gyl 093 sgsisls 3l Sy awlal o

Did she win something?

Fodds 00y Ghwa
She entered a difficult competition and came out on top.
A 0y gl 33 9 3)S ESyd ylgas caldy Sy s ol
So all her preparation paid off.

Bl dos L):Z‘_.;LaséjLuoaLoT plad
It did.

.(;«ubgb\'ﬁ,am

And her manager says she is going places.

by Slasys sanl ueS e Jissse g
That is three success idioms already.
esls cudban 0ylys pMaol dw > a0
| have one more.

ol e Sy S

She passed the final assessment with flying colours.

i8S ys sty gy Sade cubdse b ly ale byl o

Then we definitely need today’s lesson.

els 30 Josal Luys a la> ey

Welcome to Your English Toolbox.

Ausal g5 Your English Toolbox 4

| am Martin.
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And | am Julia.

e o> a9

Today we are exploring lesson eight of our free Idiom Toolbox course: Success.

RUDYL-7Y) p‘.«SUA ETEsY] Iy Idiom Toolbox oligb 0393 @  yu 93 oal

You can find the course at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

A4S lag yourenglishtoolbox.com ys 1y 0y algi oo

Open the Idioms section and choose lesson eight, Success.

S sl 1y Success (aiaa uys g a8 U 1y ldioms sy
You will find slow listening, clear explanations, multilingual support, examples and interactive retrieval practice.
8l salgs 1y gyolaly Lloled e o b Jlie ilijnin Sy iy sozed sl wwiual aysin

The direct link to this free lesson is also in the episode description.

Sl 518 sgial wlos gl 3o 30 o Boly s ol esditan Sid

Let us begin with come out on top.

.08 ¢ g3a COMe out on top b sl

To come out on top means to succeed after a competition, difficulty or challenging situation.

o 380 3.5 p ey comBoe b gyl wealdy SO 3l oy ey COMeE Out oNn top ol

Emma competed against twenty other candidates and came out on top.
A oy calgs 38 9 838 culdy San 830l ey U Lol

Or: The negotiation was difficult, but our team came out on top.

A 39 Calgd 33 b @b Lol gy slaas 0xSTaa il

The past form is came out on top.

.l CAMeE out on top )l axais IS

And it describes an actual result, not simply confidence that someone will succeed.

i algs 8350 S &Syl & fligabol b &5 (1S o apos |y LaBlg e Sy g

Did Emma expect to win?

Fag 0udy cunls yUas! Lal

Not at all.

Her first practice presentation went badly.

by i g il el Sl el

But she continued working.

Bl dalsl 45 @ Ll
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Yes.

And eventually, all that work paid off.
RIRWESCIR ] OT plad plovilyw o
To pay off means to produce a good result after effort, patience or investment.

el Sy 4y 195 a8 aslayes by yeo (8 3 Ly iy pay OFf oile

For example: Months of practice finally paid off.

Sl aoees 033 3L el laole 1 lie gl

Or: Taking time to prepare really paid off during the interview.

A3 o 98l alan o gya sslal gl ol S edg 1l

Notice that the effort pays off.

the effort pays off @95 0 45 4uS agi

We do not normally say the effort pays us off in this meaning.

the effort pays us off eusS i Ygana lna ¢l 33

There is another meaning connected with money.

el bogiya Jou s oS ssls o 6550 glina

Yes.

You can pay off a debt, but today we are talking about effort producing a valuable result.

A oo sadiyl glases «S puS 0 Cuseo M 0yl ys jg3al Ll pay off a debt .auS cslay Ja8 1y Laas ailss oo

So Emma’s practice paid off because it helped her succeed.

)5 SaS icidibga 4y o 313 4t Lol (el g
Exactly.

Our third expression is go places.

2wl go places o pow wiyle

If someone is going places, we believe that person is likely to become successful in the future.

Al salgs 85ge sanl yu Jlaus] S @yl ysls aisl is going places s S|

Her manager said, “Emma is going places.”

«Emma is going places» :o&8 i ysa0

You could also say: That young designer is going places.

Syls Slasys oanl flex 21y o iausS aslgi e i
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This expression does not mean the person is travelling.
WAUMJBJJMUTASWL&AQJIQQJLCQJ

It means that their ability and progress suggest a successful future.

el 3390 gloansl oniasylas ol cdying o alled sy

Can a company go places?

saal go places Sl oo o S yi Sy U

Yes.

A new company can go places if it has strong ideas and good leadership.

A8 6aby ey Wilgi e aaly axnls Hs3 Casse g 698 glaonyl S Lgs Sy S

Now compare go places with come out on top.

S auwylda COMe out on top L 1y go places ¥l

Come out on top describes success in a particular challenge.
Come out on top .S .o uogi Iy jasuin idls SOy cuddga.
Go places describes future potential.
Go places s5 s Guogi |y sanl 4o cuiddga cud b,
Emma came out on top in the competition, and people now think she is going places.
Syls Slas ys sanl auS o S5 paye Yl g at Jgye colBy 4o Ll
Perfect.
Sle
Our final expression is with flying colours.
.l With flying colours L ¢syle cpysl
If you pass something with flying colours, you pass it very successfully.
IS8 o e ey gL sle cibga b 1y ol aily3Ss with flying colours 1y 3. S|

Emma passed her final assessment with flying colours.

IS s iy g3Sadiey Soiboa 1y (3l e L] Lol

Or: The new system passed every safety test with flying colours.

aliS s oy ySadier Cutidoa b1y el lapall dad spax @ 1Ly

We often use this expression with exams, tests, inspections and assessments.

e 08 o byl o w3l dagseil daglial b clel 1y eyle oyl

It is stronger than simply saying that someone passed.
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And the expression is always plural: with flying colours.

.with flying colours :ccul gas digaa wyle ool g

Let us compare all four idioms.

2SS duglda Iy Mol Hlg 50 soly

Come out on top means succeed after competition or difficulty.

Come out on top ;o 3890 gylgas b coldy 3l juy o

Pay off means produce a good result after effort or patience.

Pay off ;sls 193 dot suo b (M5 31 (a2

Go places means be likely to become successful in the future.

Go places sgi 3350 oal 33 S 3yls S| s

And with flying colours means very successfully, especially when passing a test or assessment.

2l b gail (6138 e o5ugas pSady cudbga b xey With flying colours o

Time for a quick challenge.

Choose the best expression before we answer.

AS QLS wylee cygy Grwly a3l g

Situation one.

Jol cusBso

You study carefully for months and receive an excellent result.

A8 e Sle glamsi g agiled o uys cBa by laole

Your hard work paid off.

Situation two.

p9s ComBga

A young musician is improving quickly and seems likely to have a successful career.

13 B9 e oail sy so JA 4y g WIS e by ey Gloa ol heige S

That musician is going places.

Syl Slas s oanl ol dewga o

Situation three.

o CyBga

Your team succeeds after a very difficult competition.

9 50 85ga gy ylwn caully So 3l Ly lads @
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Your team comes out on top.

950 393 Calg 3 lads @ F

Situation four.

EVESUPELYV

A new product passes every quality test extremely successfully.

18 o s iy 3 Sadir Coiidga b1y cutS slagyseil aae ayan Jaaxa Sy

It passes with flying colours.

SIS o g iy s Sadinr Cuidga by ly aan

Now complete one sentence about your own experience.

A4S JalS Uags dyyad oylyys dlan oYl

My effort paid off when...

dS sl doeed Jilay andl

A personal example helps turn an idiom into language you can actually retrieve.

Ayoly b by o wolaw eBlg oS g Liad SUj @ pMas! 1S 0 SaS Lasun e Sy

Continue with lesson eight in the free Idiom Toolbox course at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

a5 aslsl yourenglishtoolbox.com s Iy Idiom Toolbox &,y 0595 @ida s

You can also download the printable practice and review the four expressions away from the screen.

S8 3930 inlaiasas 3l yga 1y @iyl slgn g auS aglils Iy Ola LB el ailgl o cpinan

The direct lesson link is in the episode description.

el g3l iloeo gl 3o Ly padian S

So, are you giving Emma her trophy?

T2350 ol wly Lol plo ¢y

Yes.

But first | need to remove the price label.

Aolay ly cagd sy by Jol Lol

How much did her great victory cost you?

Seanls doje yads coly L)-25))’ 89+

Three euros and fifty cents.

s 0l 9 9392 dw

Your generosity is going places.

Sls Slas s o.uj AT
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| am not sure that expression works there.

No, but your English passed the test with flying colours.
I3y ety g3 Sadiy Cudidsa 1y y30)l Ol S Lal (8
See you next time, friends.
oliwgs ey deds U

Goodbye.

Jasllas
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