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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, are we still going to the outdoor concert tomorrow?

T2ox b slad @S aylsyd canl 18 joia Lo
Probably.
Mlac|

Have you seen the weather forecast?

Tloas lyloa o i

Yes.
<
Maybe it will rain.
ok obl ala
Rain is likely.
el Jaisa ool il
Cancelling the concert is unlikely.

Getting wet may be inevitable.
Al pigbolas] gl yas s
That became very precise very quickly.

A 888 S iy s

Today we are learning why those three words are not interchangeable.

Aiacd @ b oSl LB o3ly aw ol L @3S 0 sy 3o sal

Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.

sl ngs Practice Arena Five-Minute English o Your English Toolbox «

| am Martin.

i yyla e

And | am Julia.
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Today we are comparing likely, unlikely and inevitable.
0S8 o aunlda 1y inevitable g likely, unlikely 3yl

Let us begin with likely.

S goxs likely b ale

Likely means expected or probable, but not completely certain.

Likely _abs MalS o Lol , Jazoa U yUazil 3,50 ey,

The forecast says there is an eighty per cent chance of rain.

el xo gy sl ol lass! .xg_g?ua e sy

So rain is likely.

el Jaiza sl a0k

We can say: Rain is likely tomorrow.
el 303 ol Jlaz 11338 100650 @silgi o
Or: It is likely to rain tomorrow.
bise bl Ly Ylass! L

And we can say: It is likely that the concert will continue.

VLY LL‘_3 dolal &S 5yl JLA.'Z.>| p.ugil ‘a.‘Jngu.A 9

Notice the useful patterns.

A8 axgi 63335 glagSIl ol 4

Something is likely.

Something is likely to happen.

A3 Fy e _))L) JLA.'Z_>|
Or it is likely that something will happen.
by 3las e oS ayls Jlausl b

Can I say, “It will likely rain”?

st will likely rain» @355 @ilgi_sa

That is common, especially in American English.
el 2y v_)lSJ)AT u.w_/.KJl 23 03w sl ol
But “It is likely to rain” is a very useful pattern for every learner.

enl 390l 3 30 gl a3y S sl 36Ul «tis likely to rain» Ll

Likely does not mean certain.

Likely ¢ ohd clsa w.
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Correct.
el e 33

An event can be likely and still not happen.

Aoai 2y b ol b g aal Jeso $Slg3 0 slaggy S

Now let us look at unlikely.

Unlikely means not expected or not probable.

Unlikely sues U yUas! 31 you sy,

The organisers have covered the stage, so cancellation is unlikely.

el gy aaliys 990 ol yply wlenilangy 1y oo gy o BaSyI3S

Or: It is unlikely that the concert will be cancelled.

o o8 O pacS Cnl il

We can also say: The band is unlikely to arrive late.

At yd 333 0935 wl.usu‘a.usi) @aslgi o einxan

Likely and unlikely use the same basic grammar patterns.

Likely g unlikely xyls  SLush wl gygiws glagSl.

But they point in opposite directions.

ALS oo o ylal s cg 9o w Lol

Exactly.

Likely means we expect it.

Likely (og)l_s Iy ginylas! s

Unlikely means we do not expect it.

Is unlikely the same as impossible?
Sl (Sasyd laa unlikely Ll

No. An unlikely event can still happen.

A0 ) Cunl (San @ joi s alaggy S8

Winning a large prize is unlikely, but it is not impossible.

s Sanyl Lol (sl asns Sy oyl So oy

And the weather can always surprise us.

A8 lay SI8Le Slgs e ddan 190 g
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Unfortunately, yes.
A @lali
Our third word is inevitable.
sl inevitable s g 039

Inevitable means certain to happen or impossible to avoid because of the circumstances.

Inevitable 553 ¢3Sl ol 3l ol e baalyar Sdoas b aas o 7 lai> g3 .

If we stand outside in heavy rain without an umbrella, getting wet is inevitable.

ROWH VAL EE2S IOV JVIESDNE PRI FRVEV. O\ F RV SCESPR VLY
Or: Some delays were inevitable during the building work.
s91sibolen laysl S Slassle ollac Job 5t
Inevitable is much stronger than likely.
Inevitable ;I yi ¢g8 sl likely el
Likely means probably.
Likely lazs| 0.
Inevitable means there is no realistic way to prevent it.
Inevitable sylu sg> g o 31 cxSol> ¢ly glailiagdlg oly sy,
Can an inevitable event be positive?

aal cuda 3lgi e saiglolanl slaggy S U

Yes.

The word is often used for problems or consequences, but not exclusively.

Loyl ¢l bdd & bl gy 50 318 @ losalo b oMSiin ¢ly del ojlg ol

For example: With her talent and preparation, further success seemed inevitable.

Ay o sbal o pibolus! yag glacuddes gl vgJLAT 9 3laszal b Jlia gy

We should still be careful with it.

oS a8y ol 3l eslazal ys b b ol b

Yes.

If several outcomes remain possible, inevitable is probably too strong.
el g8 a3l Ly lazsl inevitable aal (Sae ol daocs w3

And we do not usually make it stronger by saying very inevitable.

S b ygs8 |y ol very inevitable ;S U Ygana g
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Something is either unavoidable or it is not.
g by el pigboleat by g
Let us compare all three words.
oS duglda |y oflg aw o ol
Likely means expected, but not certain.

Likely ek & Lol yUasl 5550 2y,

Unlikely means not expected, but still possible.
Unlikely -Saa jou Lol Ul 31 you sy,
Inevitable means certain or impossible to avoid.
Inevitable yiubolusl b o8 oy,
Time for a quick challenge.
sl 0ligS a3al Sy 89
Choose likely, unlikely or inevitable before we answer.
S ol [y inevitable G likely. unlikely el oo 31 o
Situation one.
Jol cumBge
Dark clouds cover the sky, and the forecast gives an eighty per cent chance of rain.
AS e pMlel wo s sl 1y ol Jlass ! g i o Slosslingy 1y olawl 05 glayl

Rain is likely.

el Jw Ob“? u}.y_;b
Situation two.

P93 CuBga

The concert has a covered stage and thousands of tickets have been sold.

el oa ais 938 ey lilia g ayls saiigy s diswo WywsS

Cancellation is unlikely.

el aoy daliys g9l

Situation three.

Pouw CumB8g0

You leave your umbrella at home and stand in heavy rain for twenty minutes.

el o sgaa gl ) diEBs Sy g 3yl38 Lo G5 1y Uiy

Getting wet is inevitable.

el pigbolen ] gad s
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Situation four.

2olgxr cusBoa

A small team has a good idea, but many different outcomes are still possible.
el (Sea (S6SUS 2l 1oi Lol yls (193 oyl S 6S 08 Sy
Success may be likely, but it is not inevitable.
e Bz Lol asly Jazons sl oSas cuibo
Now improve this sentence: Maybe the train will be late.
Ay s yUaB il 1asS 358480 1y dlas cpl >
Do the available facts suggest that it probably will be late?

Ty 50 323 Hlasis| «S s o olid sg>ga wleMbl L\T

Then a delay is likely.
Do the facts suggest that it probably will not be late?
Sawysal o Ylazs ] &S aas e olas alevlbl U

Then a delay is unlikely.

Is there no realistic way to avoid the delay?

$3105 3929 350 31 oxSolx gl lailiagdly oly L

Then the delay is inevitable.

el pibobtan] 136

On the episode page at yourenglishtoolbox.com, you can download the vocabulary worksheet and practise
these contrasts with new situations.

AS el 03l glacaeBgo U 1y laesglald ol g S sglils 1y B35l <8y wlgi e yourenglishtoolbox.com s sgigl asas 3o

That gives you a useful way to check whether you can choose the word without our help.

A8 OBl |y cnys 03lg Lo SaS 1oy 1l o Ll 0uS sy U sl aida Laly ol

The direct link is in the episode description.

So, are we going to the concert?

TEI9I 0 I yetiS Ay ¢yt

Yes.

Rain is likely, but staying at home is unlikely.

el ey aile B Lol il Jadsn o140
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And forgetting the umbrellas?

Slayiy (35S isal)d o

If you are responsible for them, that may be inevitable.

Al ploboltusl ula ol o olidgius S

That seems unfair.

Ay o s @ Gdslel ol

It seems likely.

Ay o 385 @ Jas

See you next time, friends.

oliwgs ey deds U

Goodbye.

Lslelas
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