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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Welcome to Short Stories with Peter from Your English Toolbox.

sl ngs Your English Toolbox 3 Short Stories with Peter «

| am Peter.

Today, we are going to slow down and enter a story.

It begins with an open window.

It ends with one frightened man running away.

Between those two moments, a girl tells a lie.

This is The Open Window by Saki.

Listen for the small details.

In this story, the details are the trap.

Framton Nuttel had come to the countryside to rest.

His doctor had told him to avoid stress and excitement.

One autumn afternoon, he arrived at a house called The Grange.

A maid showed him into a sitting room.
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A girl of about fifteen was waiting there.

So skatie bl dlwos il lagas gy

Her name was Vera.

RRY-S) |)9 uimb'

She looked neat and polite, but her bright eyes missed nothing.
Slasal Cans Sy ez g Sl 3 pladey Lol gy o 385 a5 0380 9 e
My aunt will be here in a moment.
e 5Sus alasd S U alaas
Framton noticed the open window and the wet garden beyond it.
i ol gouol g £ 9 3L 032y axgia (yoiad
Do you know many people here?
Sasanlias oo 1y golyy slydl Lyl

Hardly anyone.

Ly oS Loyds

Then you know almost nothing about her.

Alasad ol oylys giunr Lasdl

| am afraid not.
O $lawlia
Vera became serious.
A g lyg
Then you do not know why that window is open.
el 3 03 o 1y il o
Why is it open?
Feenl 3U Ty

Three years ago, my aunt’s husband and two younger brothers went out through it.

Ay 593 ol 31 GEIS6S 335 99 5 pldas 309 ey Sl d

They were going shooting across the fields with their little brown dog.

MJUA LQ)")""S QL.‘.A)_S)[SJJ ;SbJ. QL2’§|°94§ .5_?953‘..\0])&

The ground was soft after heavy rain.

RETRRV-ESURERV IR DI US| INCTRUOrY

They disappeared in the marshes, and their bodies were never found.

A g linloawe 3550 g ez gl b gML 4o
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My aunt cannot accept that they are dead.

Sxdaly glaB e Slgi ad plaac

Every evening, she leaves the window open.
I8 e 3b 1y 03y yae 30
She believes they will return through it.
5355503y L plan 31 T oS 55l 50l
Her husband will carry his white coat, and the dog will run beside them.

g3 sl lapls S g 38 salgs Jas 1y hasdu &8 oy 9

The room felt colder to Framton.
el oai 353 yw BU153S yulus] g0 yd
At that moment, Mrs Sappleton entered.
A 33l il @l s olas 5
| hope Vera has kept you company.
a4zl iS5 g5 |y e Tyg pylgagal

My husband and brothers are out shooting, and they always come in through that window.

g e aylg o3omiy lad 3l ddiea g wilaudy gy HISa gl @ilaly 9 sga

Framton felt his stomach tighten.

iy 938 Gis 35S s (9208
Then Mrs Sappleton looked past him.

255 085 oser 4 ol HUS 31 ol @l sy
There they are at last.
el 0333l
Vera whispered beside him.
23S daja gl 3US 1yg
They have come back.
RUPTEASY

Framton turned towards the window.

a8 3y 3oy oudy (ygad

Three men were walking across the lawn in the fading light.

AziniS e e g9y 3l A goes 4 gy y9d 33 330 du

One carried a gun.

S5 a Ja (S5 Sy
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Another had a white coat over his arm.

el il oy b &S xS0

A small brown dog ran at their feet.
29350 pliglaly JUS loged S oS S

The man in front called out for his coat.

ealgs 1y sgs eSS wdly glao by gl 530

For Framton, every detail proved that Vera’s story was true.
Syls cdds g QLIAJIJ S 35S 0 culs aldis ST (90 y8 6')3

He believed that three dead men were walking towards the house.

Al oo Gl gouds 0330 330 4 35S 5l

But Vera’s ghost story was a lie.

393 €933 Iyg Zlayl liwls Ll

She had invented it only minutes earlier because Framton knew nothing about the family.

edls sad 03193l 03luys e otasd o oy il Iy ol Liew a8 By i

Framton grabbed his hat and walking stick.

aalay |y Jiolae g 0MS 9038

He rushed from the room and ran down the drive.

S0S es 4 g osd Al g3939 s 33 9 by oy BUI I olin by

The three men entered through the open window.

Ao syl 3b oyoiy 1 3 ye du

Who was that?

Fag S ol
Mr Nuttel.

Jib ol

He came to rest, and then he suddenly ran away.

55 5138 8L asy g 5 sal oyl ly

The adults had not heard Vera’s first story.
Aags sagid 1y lyg Jol olawls loy3 S,y

They did not understand why Framton had fled.

5930355 3138 (ygayd |y Aiasagd ai

Vera looked towards the road.

.J)S 0% DJLQ- oy bg
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| think he was frightened of dogs.
i oo S 3l @S e 4S8
Perhaps he had a bad experience in India.
el dzaly g s ey ula
Vera did not hesitate when her aunt asked what had happened.
S5 eS8 glaand 1yg wslbl Bl dn spuyy sildas B9

Wild dogs chased him into a cemetery.

A58 S Cudel "UJLLAJ;U')Q‘ > 95‘&&

He spent the night in an empty grave while they waited above him.

Aiogs e iy 3L oS 4SQJL>).M_&3').:\§UH5 SxB s ly e

The adults believed her.

535S 3ol 1y (283> Lo 5555

She had told one invented story to frighten Framton and another to explain his escape.

oy aiS iyl y8 o8 gl 6050 Ll o (yonesd il gl Sus L olials SO

She kept a perfectly serious face.

cinls 65 gan MalS 1y ulo g

Before we leave Vera, notice how she makes her lie believable.

A8 8 salyol Ty ik g s AgSn auS axgidyg b B8lslas 51 i

She does not give Framton proof.

A28l gayd dy (SHae g o
She gives him details.
A e aldie ol @

The wet ground.

> ()
The white coat.
b &S
The little brown dog.
(slo9gd SxeS S

That is how Vera can spin a yarn.

A8 @2 s Qg sy glaad wilgi so JSa ol g

To spin a yarn is to invent a colourful story with convincing details.

o3l oauS @B wldin U Sy50; Sluwls ey to spinayarn ojle
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And Framton has no local knowledge, so Vera takes him in.

A0 b 1y ol s e E80a lyg sl Jowa 3 a3l 92038 o o
To take someone in means to deceive them successfully.
S als Casd s §9g0 oy tO take someone in eyle

Vera looks playful when we first meet her.

Ay 5o IS @y (mgS03l slaas s 5s 1y
But playful is too gentle a word for what Vera does.
sl @Ma a3l g glodle aas e plail 1y oS o318 ol playful L!

She has a mischievous streak.

Sl s 3o jealeaday glaSy
That means she enjoys causing clever, often minor trouble.
DSy i) SneS el g dlazadga gl ywsys slool 31 ey

She can also keep a straight face.

She does not smile or laugh while telling something absurd.
SAB 58 & g )0 it & Jadinal ghan hyyed plSia
That serious face is part of the trap.

-C‘*"‘"“BJ“;;"‘Z‘:;‘?«E-\:."’)G%O‘

Vera had invented the ghost story before Framton saw the men.

Sgy aislu y Zloyl glawls iy Ty lossa a8 &T}lu@gbg

We use the past perfect for an action completed before another moment in the past.

el oa JalS i8S s S gldasd 3l g S @S e oslazal Llac ¢y past perfect 1

Was Vera playful, mischievous or cruel?

Syt b oo olred gy (35533 1yg
You can decide.

You can find a complete transcript, translations in several languages, and a vocabulary guide on our website,
yourenglishtoolbox.com.
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There is a direct link to the episode page and all its resources in this episode description.

Syl sg>g QT 2lio 40 9 Caud dxbo @ agdiws Vg Cawd ol Ologi s

This was The Open Window by Saki, abridged for B1-B2 English learners by Your English Toolbox.
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| am Peter.

Thank you for listening.

sl oS oS (gian
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