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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

1

spin a yarn
DEF

to tell an entertaining, exaggerated or invented story
An informal, old-fashioned idiom. A yarn is normally thread, but here it means a colourful tale whose details may be invented.

Vera can spin a yarn with convincing details.

Grandad loved to spin a yarn about his years at sea.

2

take someone in
DEF

to deceive someone successfully so that they believe something false
In this context it means deceive. In other contexts, take someone in can mean give them a place to stay, so the surrounding
sentence matters.

Framton has no local knowledge, so Vera takes him in.

The fake email looked convincing, but it did not take me in.

3

keep a straight face
DEF

to avoid smiling or laughing, especially when saying or seeing something funny or absurd
The expression is about controlling visible emotion. It often suggests that laughter would reveal a joke or deception.

Vera can keep a straight face while telling something absurd.

I could not keep a straight face during his ridiculous excuse.

4

a mischievous streak
DEF

a noticeable part of someone’s personality that enjoys causing playful or clever trouble
A streak is one recurring side of a person’s character, not their entire personality. Mischievous can sound playful, though Vera’s
behaviour may feel crueler.

Vera has a mischievous streak.

His mischievous streak appears whenever practical jokes are mentioned.
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5

the details are the trap
DEF

the specific details make a false story seem true and lead someone to the wrong conclusion
This is a memorable narrative observation rather than a fixed English idiom. In Vera’s lie, each real detail later appears to confirm
the invented tragedy.

In this story, the details are the trap.

The claim sounded credible because the details were the trap.

6

fading light
DEF

daylight that is gradually becoming weaker as evening or darkness approaches
A compact literary collocation. Fading suggests a slow loss of strength, colour or visibility, which helps create atmosphere.

Three men were walking across the lawn in the fading light.

We hurried home through the fading light of early evening.

7

run down the drive
DEF

to run along the private road or path leading away from a house
Drive here means driveway, not the act of operating a car. Down describes movement along and away from the house, not
necessarily a downward slope.

He rushed from the room and ran down the drive.

The children ran down the drive to meet the postman.

8

past perfect
DEF

a verb tense formed with had plus a past participle, used for an earlier past action
It clarifies the order of two past events: the past-perfect action happened first. Once the order is clear, English does not always
repeat the tense in every sentence.

Vera had invented the ghost story before Framton saw the men.

By the time we arrived, the train had already left.
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