Your English Toolbox

TRANSCRIPT - EPISODE 144

Short Stories with Peter: The Monkey’s Paw by W. W.
Jacobs (Abridged B1-B2 Level)

English learning resource - FA

Line-by-line - English + Persian
109 lines

Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Welcome to Short Stories with Peter from Your English Toolbox.
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| am Peter.

Tonight, we are entering a warm house on a cold and stormy night.
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Inside that house, a family will be offered three wishes.
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Most people would call that a gift.
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This family will learn to call it something else.
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This is The Monkey’s Paw by W. W. Jacobs, first published in 1902.
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It has been abridged and adapted for B1-B2 English learners by Your English Toolbox.
Your English TooIboX zlaws (udSl 350l by gl 1y (TB1-B2recsl 0338 ulaBl g aoMs.

Outside Laburnam Villa, the rain struck the windows and the wind shook the trees.
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Inside, Mr and Mrs White sat beside a bright fire with their grown-up son, Herbert.
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They were waiting for an old friend, Sergeant-Major Morris, who had spent many years in India.
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At last, the garden gate banged and heavy footsteps approached the house.
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Morris entered, wet from the storm, and warmed his hands by the fire.
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For a while, he told them stories of distant places.
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What was that strange object you once mentioned?
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The monkey’s paw?
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Morris became quiet.
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It is nothing worth hearing about.
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But the family leaned towards him, so he reached into his pocket.
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He placed a small, dry monkey’s paw on the table.
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An old holy man put a spell on it.
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He wanted to prove that people should not interfere with fate.
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Three different people can each make three wishes.

And have your wishes come true?
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Yes.

His face had lost its colour.

REVEXVIURE-ISYER I

The man who owned it before me used his third wish to ask for death.
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Nobody laughed after that.
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Without warning, Morris threw the paw into the fire.
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Mr White quickly pulled it out.

A28 osar |y ol hed caly ST
Let it burn.
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If you keep it, do not blame me for what happens.
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How do | make a wish?

$S 93y yoha
Hold it in your right hand and speak aloud.
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But | warn you: do not tempt fate.
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After Morris left, Herbert smiled at his parents’ nervous faces.
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Wish for two hundred pounds to finish paying for the house.
elsg JalS 1y s Loy 5 ealy axals wigy caunga oS o3
Mr White held up the paw.
8L 1y doy calg (BT
| wish for two hundred pounds.
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The paw twisted in his hand like a living thing.
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He dropped it with a cry.
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| cannot see any money.
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Perhaps it is waiting for you upstairs.
Al ogbiza YU aids syl

Herbert laughed, but his father stared at the paw until the fire became low.
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The next morning, Herbert left for work at the local factory.
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Around midday, a serious-looking man stopped outside the house.
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He walked to the gate, turned away, and then came back.
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Mrs White opened the door.

S35 30 1y g cals @l

I come from the factory where your son works.
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Has something happened to Herbert?
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There has been an accident.
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Your son was badly hurt, but he is no longer in pain.
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Mrs White understood first.
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Herbert was dead.

930330 Ty

The company accepts no responsibility.

However, it wishes to offer you some money in recognition of your son’s service.
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How much?

Two hundred pounds.

Ao St 9o

A week passed after Herbert’s funeral.

The house that had once felt warm now seemed empty and cold.
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One night, Mrs White suddenly sat up in bed.

el ST QL@.?U calg p)b— s

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-144-transcript/

Page 4



https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-144-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-144-transcript/

Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 144

The paw.

We have two wishes left.

el o8ile laglyy 5308 ol 9o

Wish Herbert alive again.

o 0333 03l @iypsm oS o3
No.

You do not know what might come back.
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He is our son.
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Bring him back at any cost.
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Mr White went downstairs and found the paw in the darkness.
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His hands shook as he raised it.
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I wish my son alive again.

39 0433 03ligs p iy @S 0 93y

Nothing happened.

The candle went out, and the old couple listened to the clock.
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Then came a quiet knock at the front door.
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Mr White stopped breathing.

The knock came again, louder this time.
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It is Herbert.
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She ran downstairs and pulled back the chain.
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The final bolt was too high for her to reach.
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The knocking became hard and desperate.
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Help me open the door.
oS 3L 1y 5s oS @SS
But Mr White was on his knees, searching for the paw.
LMZSU.A Ay JL«JJ 9393 03) yb Q_.g|9 6‘§T Lal

His wife dragged a chair towards the door.
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Her hand reached for the final bolt.
by ey Sl gow a4 it
At that moment, Mr White found the paw and made his third wish.
S 1y ymagus 59351 9355 a1y ammiy calg Gl i) loa 5o
The knocking stopped.
A B gie o yo

Mrs White opened the door.

S35 3L 1y s ealy @l
Cold wind entered the house.
A G5 sylg 3y sl
Outside, the road was silent and empty.
B9 G g eSlu oals (g3

The story never tells us exactly what Mr White wished for at the end.
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It trusts us to understand from the sudden silence and the empty road.
ot 1y sokaie JI5 auls g S oS 3l &S WS e slazel bo 4y olisls
Now notice four expressions that carry the story’s warning.
A8 e Jatia |y olisls slase oS aS a8 Shle slgy 0¥l

First, to grant a wish means to make somebody’s wish come true.
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The paw grants wishes, but never in the way the family expects.
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Second, to tempt fate means to take a foolish risk when things are already going well.
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Morris warns Mr White not to tempt fate, but curiosity wins.
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Third, at any cost means that you want a result regardless of the danger or sacrifice.
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Mrs White wants her son back at any cost because grief controls her judgment.
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Finally, be careful what you wish for is a warning that getting what you want may create a worse problem.
A8 sl g S conl (San latal g3 4 aswy oS aas s ylasa be careful what you wish forr. L ys
We also use wish for things that are unreal, impossible or different from reality.
oS 5o 0alaiual WISHT 31 cumblg 31 gl by o Saali o 28193t glaiun olss crimnes
Mr White says, “l wish my son alive again.”
. wish my son alive againk :xss5 0 caly Bl
After wish, the story expresses a desire to change a reality that cannot safely be changed.
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If you had owned the paw, would you have made the first wish?
SuasxS oo |y w03yl Wl sy lads Jlo asy 53]

Or would you have let it burn?
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You can find the complete transcript, translations in several languages, and a vocabulary guide on our website,
yourenglishtoolbox.com.
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There is a direct link to the episode page and all its resources in this episode description.
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This was The Monkey’s Paw by W. W. Jacobs, abridged for B1-B2 English learners by Your English Toolbox.
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| am Peter.
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Thank you for listening.
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