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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, why have you opened the same registration page six times?

Tloa3S 3L sb L 1y pliced asbo laa 13 (yslo

| am deciding whether to join a weekend storytelling workshop.

wbpSuS).,.b 0_39§C)LLA|_\ m):ﬂog)ls\i_g)_s QTﬁpﬁS&Mﬁ)b

You have been deciding for three days.

.6){5&@,@@36‘)1.345&@'59)@

| know.

.‘all..sum

| am still on the fence.

Eed Jag3 oin

Then perhaps you should sleep on it.

S 0S8 gy ey S iy gyl e
| already did.

pasS 1y 48l W3

Twice.

olbgs

In that case, it may be time to go with your gut and take the plunge.

S aly Js o S slazel Ol Jgys us @y aaly udg il (g0 ol 4

That is the entire lesson before the introduction.

ansda 3l i e ol (s JS i ol

Then let us slow down and make every expression useful.

055 338 1y asle 3 0 @uoy i yiawal soly u

Welcome to Your English Toolbox.

Ausal g5 Your English Toolbox 4

| am Martin.
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And | am Julia.

Today we are exploring lesson nine of our free Idiom Toolbox course: Decisions.

lograai auS o Ly 1y Idiom Toolbox o &aly 0593 agi Luys Hosal

You can find the course at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

A4S lag yourenglishtoolbox.com ys 1y oy ol ales sa

Open the Idioms section and choose lesson nine, Decisions.

S ol 1y Decisions (e yuys 9 S 53U 1y ldioms sy
You will find a slow dialogue, clear meanings, multilingual support, examples and interactive retrieval practice.
8l salgs bl Slolsd opyad o o Jlie ibinin Slatin (g sl e wiwal (68 gedS bl 5o

The direct link to this free lesson is also in the episode description.

sl daal Cand lod 63 33 368 o Baly uys ol eeditus So

Let us begin with on the fence.

.08 ¢ 93 on the fence L

If you are on the fence, you are unable to decide between two options.

A0S eeaal 4S9 o Al el axaly on the fence (S|

Martin is on the fence about joining the workshop.

el Jag3 3gu 08418 o eSSy ¢l oudsle

| want to go, but | am nervous about telling a story in front of strangers.

akaa laagye gols S lials 31 lal pgy @algs oo

We can also say: She is still on the fence about accepting the new job.

el Jags san o 38 5330 ol 5900 ol tamsSs esloi oo sinman

Notice the useful pattern: on the fence about something or about doing something.

A ol ol eyle Sy wysoa Iy on the fence . ¢ylS plosl about L ¢ on the fence about :aus w8 a3y8 o3 @

Learn on the fence as one fixed expression.

A0S ol el wyle Sy wygow Iy on the fence | ¢ylS sl about L g3. on the fence about :auS «8s o338 ¢S

It usually describes indecision, not a final refusal.

Dy 2@ oy 4 S e la 1y Jags deane wiyle oyl
Exactly.

I have not said no. | simply have not chosen a side.

losySs Ll 1y Byb Sy e baiid alaziSs & o
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Our second expression is sleep on it.
el sleeponit bo pos eiyle

To sleep on something means to wait until the next day before making a decision.

To sleep on something 558 soo 325 30y U xS s 3l Ly .

Imagine that a company offers you a new position.

22350 Slgideg lad g apan (1o coeBon Sy S5 38 ol

You might say: Thank you.

090 1 oSy wula

| would like to sleep on it.

S 0S8 gy e S el e

It does not mean that you should place the offer under your pillow.

Al g0 1y slgrdeg cad a3 sy ol

It means that time and rest may help you think more clearly.

S 358 gy S SaS Cusl (San ol yial g lad

You slept on the workshop decision.

&S 3o i Sy o85S araad ¢lys

Did that solve the problem?

Sad Jo> o L

It helped me understand the facts, but the two options still seem equally reasonable.

Sy o 3T a4 e 031l S as 43S 99 30 joia Lol qaagds |y lacymBly 938 SaS
Then you may need our third expression: go with your gut.
.go with your gut: aly azals 3L o paw osbe @y sulan uy
To go with your gut means to trust your instinct when making a decision.
To go with your gut ys5S slazel sg3  Jgys ju> a1 grxSpeaai pEia oy,
You examine the information, but your final choice comes from an inner feeling.
Al Hoys el ! S 3l ol nle ol Lol S o sy 1y oleMbl
For example: | compared the two designs and then went with my gut.
£35S slazel pl 953 s a3 Jugen 9 p3)S dunlia |y z3b 931 la ¢l
The past form is went with your gut.

ol Went with your gut a8 IS

It does not mean facts are unimportant.

it pge LEeBlg oS o Line QT a ol
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It is useful when you have considered them and no answer is obvious.

el asba aylie ol aslai s gy Frwly g aulosoiw 1y lﬂsQT B9
Facts first. Instinct when the facts leave you on the fence.
Ll oy s gl ‘A})‘ng‘o Joga by b lacemBly B9 lacusedly Jol

That sounds sensible.

Ay a4 ahaia

Our final expression is take the plunge.

.l take the plunge b ojle oyl

To take the plunge means to finally make a bold or important decision and act on it.

To take the plunge s) Jac @ cws g (2855 ago b dlygus Lasaai ploslyw sy,

For example: After years of planning, they took the plunge and opened their own café.

35S 3L 1y lansgs aBlS g w5ay Lys a1y Jo (ginnaeli ol 31 a1 J ke gl
The image is of jumping into deep water.
el Baae Ol 3o g osle (ol 19l

The decision feels bold, but you commit yourself.

ALS e sgeia |y o Bags lal sy o 45 @y dil g piaas

So completing the registration would be taking the plunge.

o by aly Ja e pbiedd (ayS JelS

That part sounds very real.

Ay oo 35 4 28lg MalS sy ol

Let us compare all four idioms.

25 duglda Iy Mol Hlg 50 soly

On the fence means unable to decide between two options.

On the fence <48 puaas 43S 93 ylo fradles ey,

Sleep on it means wait until the next day before deciding.

Sleep onit 33 yuo osSeuaali ¢y sy joy U s,

Go with your gut means trust your instinct.

Go with your gut ;y3S slazel 395 Jgys jus 4 o,

And take the plunge means finally make a bold decision and act.

oS Jee g 88 Wl g asaad aladlyw ey take the plunge o

Time for a quick challenge.
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Choose the best expression before we answer.
A8 Oy aslee g Lo gealy 31 iy
Situation one.
Jol cunBsa
You like two apartments equally and cannot decide which one to rent.
S ol 1y AlAS W3Sy puaad 34l a9 sl cags 031 S a1y plaiy bl oo
You are on the fence.
VLTS KY-XY
Situation two.
P9 LemBga

You receive an important offer late in the evening and want to answer tomorrow.

A3 Faly 1338 salgs e 9 4SS oo Bl age slgiing i 33l

You decide to sleep on it.

AS 388 gy o Sy S 0 psaal

Situation three.

Pouw CumBg0

The advantages are balanced, so you trust your instinct.
A8 e slazel 3g5 Jgys us ay g Al Llse
You go with your gut.
A8 e slazel GU Sg s u

Situation four.

olex comBao
After months of hesitation, you finally start your own small business.
Ayl e oly Ty lisgs S oS 58 g plonil s (g y3 ool 31y
You take the plunge.
Aise s ly Js
Now complete this sentence about your own life.
AS JalS lisgs Sai oyl ly dlas ol Yl
| am still on the fence about...

o J393 .. 03l joia e

And one more.
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One day, | would like to take the plunge and...
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w9 @i Ly ly Jo psls cangs 593 S

Continue with lesson nine in the free Idiom Toolbox course at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

a3 dalsl yourenglishtoolbox.com ys Iy Idiom Toolbox &l 0593 @@ (uys

The lesson includes a slow dialogue that you can replay at zero point five or zero point seven five speed.

ALS s oyligs VO L 0 ceyu by uT.\.ngJo.a S el wiu_)ﬁgp‘;g Jolas yuya ol

The direct link is in the episode description.

So, what does your gut say about the storytelling workshop?

It says | should complete the form.

Are you taking the plunge?

Yes.

| have just pressed the registration button.

How do you feel?

Excited.

And slightly terrified.

Then you are no longer on the fence.

No. Now | am fully on the other side of it.

See you next time, friends.

Goodbye.
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