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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, how was the science festival?
Tags ysha Lale oylgrier ((pislo
Interesting.
Sl
And the talk about memory?
Syghany dadl> oylys Jlyisew o
Also interesting.
RYYRUA[ESPe]

What about the speaker?

gl lysuw o

Very interesting.

Al Gl

You spent an entire evening there and returned with only one adjective.
Sy o Sy aid g g9y bl JalS yae S
It is a reliable adjective.
el golazel BB cao
Reliable, yes.
taly alazel 118

Precise, no. Was the festival fascinating, thought-provoking or engaging?

Sags wlis b 330y Loli 3851 oyl grdenr LT i 3480

Now the evening sounds more interesting already.

ey 50 315 @ il yae Tl

That is exactly the problem we are solving.

oS o el 4138 oS el JISn s S

Welcome to Your English Toolbox and Practice Arena Five-Minute English.
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| am Martin.
Aiad yyla o
And | am Julia.

e Wox e g

Today we are replacing the general word interesting with three more precise words: fascinating,
thought-provoking and engaging.

.engaging g fascinating. thought-provoking :axs e ¢3S0l 33885 05lg aw U Iy interesting IS o3lg g sal

Let us begin with fascinating.

.08 ¢ o3 fascinating

Fascinating means extremely interesting, often because something is unusual, complex or full of surprising
detail.

Fascinating vl yoledSa oldis 3l b ssuag oole g g o wdel icdly jlaws s,
At the festival, | saw an exhibition about how the brain creates memories.
P23 3he ys ailybls as axsla (S8 0yl aBlinled o)lguie 53
Was it interesting?
Tags Al
It was fascinating.
YT Ot O &

| wanted to examine every object and read every explanation.

;culg:u Iy Oldgi dan o Ly |y Lual SEST @il g3 0
That is the key idea.

ol pan Lol a5

Something fascinating holds your attention very strongly.

A8 on 698 Hleaw |y las angf el fascinating « g

For example: The documentary reveals a fascinating story about life under the ocean.

AS e JS‘AT Iy yogildl 33 ug-UJ o3y 3300 s linls xiwn 1 e gl y

The word is stronger than interesting.

el 35 cg8 interesting 3l o3l oyl

Our second word is thought-provoking.

.l thought-provoking le sgs 0519

Thought-provoking describes something that makes you think seriously or consider an idea in a new way.

Thought-provoking s 036 IS as 1y gloagl b auS S8 cas aiS o slslg 1y lads oS S 0 Buo gl 1y ciun
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The talk asked whether forgotten memories still influence our decisions.

204138 0 35l s clapeaad 3 3o oaun yngalyd wilybls Ll KW v ES

That question stayed in my mind all evening.

ile @il 33 s plad i yy of
It was thought-provoking.
593 3300y Lels
We often use this word for a book, film, article, question, exhibition or discussion.
00 15 @ S oS by oBlglad (i sy dllia (@lid (LS gl el 1y 03lg oyl
For example: The film offers a thought-provoking view of success.
2358 bl ibon o)lys 35505 ol 8By ald : Jlie ol
Something can be uncomfortable and still be thought-provoking.
Sl thought-provoking ¢ ylosea g auinl sauScealyb 8lgd o gie
The focus is deeper reflection, not pleasure.
o8 & el yiGane Joli g 1S54l
And remember the hyphen when you write it: thought-provoking.
thought-provoking :s.al awals sb as 1y oyd s agi pBa o
Our third word is engaging.
sl €ngaging la pow o3lg
Engaging means pleasant and effective at holding your attention or encouraging your involvement.
Engaging «Sylice s lads §agad b lads a5 Jad> 33 3580 g judids s,
The speaker used stories and questions, so the audience wanted to participate.
LS Syl wizwlgd o lb e salsaly 38 ealiiul sy g oliwls 31 ol yises
Then she was an engaging speaker.

29 Pl Slyisaw ol ug

We can describe an engaging lesson, presentation, book, conversation or personality.

S o gi engaging ly iwasuas b 6SgedS (oS (dlyl (w3 pslgi oo

For example: The teacher turned a difficult topic into an engaging lesson.

Saylsfascinating b g3 ax engaging .58 s olis wys a1y slods cobga plea: Jla gl

How is engaging different from fascinating?

saylsfascinating b islai an engaging oS Juad olis Ly a1y yloas Lcobga ples: Jlia glys

Fascinating focuses on how strongly the subject attracts your interest.

Fascinating .S o «d> Iy lads 48Me ¢ 9590 oS s3ls 3835 cauais oylien .
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Engaging focuses on how the material or person keeps your attention.
Engaging .S .o baas 1y lads angf 6985 330 U CIlas oS 3yl 35383 ol .
A fascinating topic can still be presented badly.
Sod Sl a el (Sas 351eda ¢ 9o 50 S
Thought-provoking focuses on the thinking that continues during or after the experience.
Thought-provoking a8 e la daslsl aysd 31 o b Job yo oS 3yl 38588 Sasaassl .
So the exhibition was fascinating, the central question was thought-provoking, and the speaker was engaging.
ey Dli Gl o 380 Jel Lol Sy gy 3851 edSn olSulad pu
Now your review is precise.
el §80 adi Al
Let us compare the words once more.
S dulia 1y laojle 508 5L S
Fascinating means extremely interesting and strongly attractive to your attention.
Fascinating as gi oS ds wasa o Iyl o,
Thought-provoking means making you think deeply or differently.
Thought-provoking acs S8 wolaza U daac 1S ylalg 1y lady giun o
Engaging means holding your attention through an appealing, involving style.
Engaging .S baas 1y lad ax ¥ snsaseS L g yuids (S b o,
Time for a quick challenge.
ol gy (il Sy By
Choose fascinating, thought-provoking or engaging before we answer.
S wlsasl [y engaging L fascinating. thought-provoking .l gl 31 i

Situation one.

Jol cusBso

A podcast reveals surprising details about an ancient city, and you cannot stop listening.

S BB gia |y gl 268 lgial g wiS o Sl Slialy gxg o3lss gyoledSa wlije Siusaly

It is fascinating.

el 38N

Situation two.

p9d ComBga

A film changes the way you think about privacy and technology.

A3 50 3 o39lid o Logad mu wly laa 5,55 Lalid
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It is thought-provoking.

el 3830y Lol
Situation three.
o CBga
A trainer uses stories and questions to keep everyone involved.
Syl &S5 58 n 1y dan 15 S o oulail W i sy o oy lisls 31 iyo
The trainer is engaging.
Ll Glis sa

Situation four.

EVESUPELYV
A book holds your attention and also makes you reconsider an important belief.
S sy 03lios |y pge gyl sga e el g S 5o Bds 1y lads agi LS
It may be both fascinating and thought-provoking.
b thought-provoking ea ¢ fascinating ea <ol (Sas
Now improve this sentence: The presentation was interesting.
S Al dlyl S yrg 1y dlas el Yl
Did the subject strongly attract your curiosity?
FesSily wasa |y las golSouS gobga L
It was fascinating.
YT Ot O &
Did it make you reconsider an idea?
FaS ey 03bgs 1y glosal s eaely L
It was thought-provoking.
391 35500 Jals
Did the speaker keep everyone involved?
Seaals 5 4 Sys 1y qan ol yiden
It was engaging.
Seolis

On the episode page at yourenglishtoolbox.com, Cinema Mode lets you follow the exact words while the audio
plays.

A8 Jis 1y 38y glaoily lao Lusa b lajea sas e 0)l>] s « Cinema Mode «Jl> yourenglishtoolbox.com ys cuawd

d>b.0 33
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Use it to notice these three adjectives inside complete sentences.
e JolS cladlan o 1y cdo dw ol oS sslazal o 31
The direct link is in the episode description.
el Ceawd Oloud gl gy @t S
So, Martin, what is your final review of the festival?
¢ e 0yl grdix 03lyys Ol g SIS (sl S
The exhibition was fascinating.
Ao 1S5l o Kigl

Good.

o>

The question about memory was thought-provoking.

391 385031 J0ls aladl 0Ly sy

Very precise.

And the speaker was so engaging that nobody checked their phone.

355 05 1y aals uSzad oS 3oy Olis ya84] olyisw o

That may be the strongest review of all.

Ay daa 31315 35698 ol sl

It certainly was not an ordinary interesting evening.

298 Al Byo o Jgame yac S lakd
See you next time, friends.
oliwgs ey aeds U

Goodbye.

Lslelas
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