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Stop Saying “Interesting”: Fascinating,
Thought-Provoking or Engaging?
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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

fascinating
Al ey - 30l

Extremely interesting because something strongly attracts your curiosity or attention.
It is stronger than “interesting” and often describes unusual, complex or surprising subjects.
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The exhibition about memory was fascinating.
o 3 S0l dadls o4l s 0B lad
The documentary reveals a fascinating story about the deep ocean.
S o Sl Lueill Glacl oylys 3 SledSa lials axius

thought-provoking
3431558 - 53130 Jals

Making you think seriously or consider an idea in a new way.
It focuses on deeper reflection, not necessarily pleasure. The compound adjective is normally written with a hyphen.
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The film offers a thought-provoking view of success.
2350 Bl cidaa 03l 35l Jall LaBas ald
Her question was uncomfortable but thought-provoking.
S99 1351555 Ll oSyl gl oy

engaging
0uS 1.8y wlis

Pleasant and effective at holding attention or encouraging involvement.
It often describes the way a speaker, lesson or book involves an audience, rather than the topic alone.
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She is an engaging speaker who asks excellent questions.
A5 o ik e gla ey oS el Qlia Slyises ol

The teacher turned a difficult topic into an engaging lesson.
25 aS oaxS Sy unys 4y 1y slos g 9b g plea
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hold your attention
rls &S5 0033 1y aBle - g3y Bd> |y 4z gl

To keep you interested and focused over a period of time.
This collocation emphasises sustained attention, not merely attracting notice for a moment.
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The opening story immediately held the audience’s attention.
535 B 1y b lsen g 1598 3 el olzasls
A good explanation holds your attention without oversimplifying.
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encourage involvement
o318 al38l 1y Jled 63853+ 35S Basad |y eSyline

To make people more willing to participate actively.
“Involvement” suggests active engagement rather than passive attention.

035wt i yididled eSylan @ 1y 148l
«Involvement» Iy Jetia as g3 & sy ooy lod oS yLi,
The trainer used questions to encourage involvement.

35S oslatawl eS8 lie dugad gl la iy 31 30
Small-group tasks encourage involvement from quieter students.
NS oG9l Jlad eSylane 4 1y ek oligel sl SasS (8958 slacles

stay in your mind
RECSUNT SR CRI RN XN

To remain memorable or continue to occupy your thoughts.
It often describes an image, question or idea that keeps affecting you after an experience ends.
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That question stayed in my mind all evening.
e i3 33 it plal s gy o]
The final image will stay in your mind long after the film.
ilo aalgs caald yo @ld 3l g laase SLL ygas

reconsider an idea
O35S AT AT S5 53+ 35S sy 0)biga |y gloanl

To think again about an idea, especially because new information may change your view.
“Reconsider” does not guarantee that you will change your opinion; it means examining it again.
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«Reconsider ;35 sy 03bgs Iy ol Lisy taiS yodi [ oS WS Lad e,
The film made me reconsider my idea of success.

(&5 U o3bga Iy cddga oyliys p'o.\g].\ﬁ.\ cels (QL_Q
New evidence forced the team to reconsider its original plan.

A8 BRI adgl daliyy ya 558 Hlalg 1y e 030 salga

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-146-vocabulary/

Page 2


https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-146-vocabulary/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-146-vocabulary/

Your English Toolbox VOCABULARY - FA - EP 146

strongly attract your curiosity
oS o camay |y Bdle - x5 Sily I 1y golSous

To make you intensely interested and eager to discover more.
This phrase explains why “fascinating” is stronger and more specific than the general adjective “interesting”.

e rasls glyy Blezal o pam aBMe sl
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The mysterious object strongly attracted my curiosity.
Sl laga [ye golSoS Joaye oot
Stories about memory strongly attract her curiosity.
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