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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

1

get straight to the point
DEF

To say the important thing immediately, without a long introduction.
It values clarity and efficiency. It is direct, but tone and context determine whether it sounds helpful or rude; learn the fixed form with
“the point”.

Let’s get straight to the point: we cannot finish the project today.

She got straight to the point and asked whether I wanted the job.

2

beat around the bush
DEF

To avoid saying the main thing directly, especially when the subject is uncomfortable.
It is often critical and suggests that someone is wasting time or avoiding honesty. The continuous form “beating around the bush” is
especially common.

Stop beating around the bush and tell me what happened.

He beat around the bush before admitting that he had lost the keys.

3

read between the lines
DEF

To understand a meaning that is suggested but not stated directly.
It relies on clues in wording, omissions or tone; it does not mean inventing a message without evidence.

If you read between the lines, her polite reply is actually a refusal.

Reading between the lines of the report, the team expects another delay.

4

keep someone posted
DEF

To continue giving someone the latest information as a situation develops.
The natural pattern is “keep someone posted about/on something”. “Keep me posted” is a common standalone request for future
updates.

I’ll keep you posted about the interview.

Please keep us posted on any changes to the schedule.
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