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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Welcome to Short Stories with Peter from Your English Toolbox.

sl ngs Your English Toolbox 3 Short Stories with Peter «

| am Peter.

Tonight, two old friends will keep a promise they made twenty years ago.
S alas Bg wilosls Ly Il Caugs 6 9B a1 Lagad Caugs 9 ol
But one of them will have to make a painful choice.
335 SUsys Lasaas b oyl 51 LSy Lol
This is an abridged B1-B2 adaptation of After Twenty Years by O. Henry, first published in 1906.
Ay V-8 Yl 33 43U s oS cal O. Henry i1 After Twenty Years ;lials 31 B1-B2 adaw ys oaioligS Lwledl ol
It was almost ten o’clock on a cold, wet night in New York City.
25308 el S 3 Syguesd 3ed 33 Sl g s x50
The shops were closed, and the wind had emptied the streets.
g 03yS JB 1y lagbls sb g gy atuy aojlae
A uniformed patrolman walked along the avenue, checking every dark doorway.

35S0 e 1y Sl 63938 39 9 Sy i Gl 53 heaprasiss s yoele Sy

Outside a closed hardware shop, he saw a man with an unlit cigar.
RO ARSCORRETY X AT TR OWRLINERY FRPXSVIRTIMTR TC5I ST RCERT N

It is all right, officer.

bl el olyargy Juxdan

| am waiting for a friend.

i @iliwgs 3 S shaiia

We arranged to meet here twenty years ago tonight.

Twenty years is a long time between meetings.

el lags 93 ylea ol dlod s ey
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What was here then?
S ax bl gloj of
A restaurant called Big Joe Brady’s stood on this exact spot.
cuals 4138 Big Joe Brady's aU & Jlygiwy dail cad 33 Cawys

It was pulled down five years ago.

xS 3 1y ol Gy Sl iy

The waiting man struck a match and lit his cigar.

23 1y Gy Baas 9 355 oy xS satia 330

For a moment, the flame showed his sharp eyes, a white scar near one eyebrow and a diamond tie pin.

23S sl 1y o las guladl 3lolsS Blovis o (alag sl 3l Sy Sua3i s 035 ol 33 oot dlods glalasd ¢l

My name is Bob.

sl DU 0 sl

Jimmy Wells and | grew up together here in New York.

o2 Sy3y e b Sygus 39 risad 3o Laex 9 0

He was my best friend, and we were almost like brothers.

393 93051 93 o Lsdl 9 398 mitesgs (e ol

| left for the West to make my fortune, but Jimmy refused to leave New York.

A8 Sy Sygags A yols Lau Lol qaidy Wyé @y adsiaioy gl e

So we promised to meet here again on this date, exactly twenty years later.

O Iy Xsan byl 03bgs 2yl pead g doy Jlas sy BB @usls JoB Ly

Did you stay in contact?

sl olad ys o L

For a while, but then we lost track of each other.

o 33 0 350aSy 3l asy Lol s e

Still, Jimmy was the most loyal man | ever knew.

-l pyac 33 S 39y ¢330 iy e (Jb il b

If he is alive, he will turn up.

Agd e inlag lais aal 0ad) K5I

Bob proudly showed him an expensive watch covered with small diamonds.

s L5 ol &y S8 gl palall 31 pasiisg canBol S el sl b oy

The West gave me everything | wanted.

Sls e @ pralgs e ax e e
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I hope your friend comes.
Al gletsgs pylgasal
Good night, sir.
ALIPEVERTIN”
The patrolman disappeared into the rain.
a2y gl s el Hsele

Bob waited in the doorway for another twenty minutes.

Al e 399 53 08 A0 Sy LU

Then a tall man in a long coat hurried across the street.

S35 e Bl ol sy el b adiad ooy ugun

Is that you, Bob?

REAT-CpeE

Is that you, Jimmy Wells?

$ 5393 Mo eexr
It is Bob, exactly as | hoped.
99 3lgasal S yob laa Cawys wanl G
| wish the old restaurant were still here so we could have dinner together again.
3395 0 plt o b oyligs Bagy el Joio 0B oyl 18
They shook hands warmly and began walking arm in arm.
A8l oly o e w33 Cews 9 sls Caws p)S
You have grown taller, Jimmy.
L oA iy ad
| grew a little after | was twenty.
PS03 oS Sy 31 asy

At the next corner, a bright shop window lit both faces.

S gy Ty 93 30 038 03lee Sy gy R IR9 39T (GAR) Zued s

Bob stopped and pulled his arm away.
AiS HUS 1y Lty g sliag! b

You are not Jimmy Wells.

st Yo sau oS

Twenty years cannot completely change the shape of a man’s nose.

A5 ooe MalS 1y s3a Sy i S Wil g3 Sl Sy
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Sometimes twenty years can turn a good man into a bad one.

S ad Ay gase  ly Qo3 gaye il e Yl w08

You are under arrest, Bob.

sy il a3l ol

The police in Chicago have been looking for you.
335550 o5 JLds oS yucrly
Bob said nothing.
S5 g D

The detective took a folded note from his pocket.

ol ose Ui 3l oayex b Lxalssly oBTyS

Before we go to the police station, | was asked to give you this.

eax o8 asly ol sctales e 3l puedy oplal 4y 028y 31 e

It is from Jimmy Wells, the patrolman who spoke to you earlier.

35S o o3 Uy oS 138 ygele ylad wsl Jg as Bab 3l ol

Bob began reading with a steady hand, but by the final line it was trembling.

Ao ptns 33T s U Lol 38 (yailgs ey g gxd <ol s b O

Bob, | came to our meeting place on time, wearing my patrolman’s uniform.

ol loylas Jovo ay s p3ddon b e8g s o 0l

The moment you lit your cigar, | recognised you as the man wanted by the Chicago police.
st oSS sy el ot s ya ylad oS s L (goyS gy |y oy Bl oS abisd laa

| did not have the heart to arrest you myself, so | asked a plainclothes officer to do it.

a0 plasl 1y 518l @iaslgs sl gysele 31 plnly @S calsil pags sals @ls

Jimmy.

The uniformed patrolman Bob had spoken to first was Jimmy Wells.

383 39 a3 035 oo ol b laml b oS Lagupsidey saale

He had kept his promise, but the match had revealed that his old friend was a wanted man.

el el oo g3 sa il sa3aB gy oS sy ool o lid oS yoi lal gy 03yS By yidg8 @ gl

Jimmy chose his duty, although he could not arrest Bob with his own hands.

S gl 1y Qb hass lias b cadlss iz m 38 QL |y alaadsg Lag

End of the story.

obials oL
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Now, let’s dive into the language and break down some of the key vocabulary from the story.

oS Ly y lials gadS @iyle g 0319wz 9 s S sy 3l anly >
To keep your word means to do what you promised.
To keep your word s.as pladl ylasls Jo8 «S 1y oylS ey,

Both men kept their word by returning after twenty years.

A3yS Bg a9 Jo8 @y Yl o 3l oy caB3L b aye 93 50

To lose track of someone means to stop knowing where that person is or what is happening in their life.
To lose track of someone 3,38 1o dax il Sa5) 3o b canlasS s ol ailas s e,

Bob and Jimmy lost track of each other after Bob moved west.

Ay o 350aSs S 5l e 9 Vbiose 4 ol a8y 31 e

To turn up means to arrive or appear, especially when somebody is waiting.

Toturn up cewl shatia owS 8¢ 0o (yadyalld b oy o

Bob was certain that Jimmy would turn up.

Sed o gl saus «S sy hakre UL

Not have the heart to do something means to feel unable to do it because it would be too painful.

Not have the heart to do something cos! SUsys s 31 iy (o 203 alasl 1y oylS siles sy
Jimmy did not have the heart to arrest his childhood friend himself.
A canls3ly 1y (1l SasS olgs Cungs pass aals s Lag
The past perfect makes the order of past events clear.
AS e cuingy |y aandS claslagy wuiyi past perfect Lo

They had promised to meet before they lost contact.

Ao 1y 5Sonaa WGagy oals JoB g ghd o Ladoliyl aSil 31 i

Jimmy had recognised Bob before he asked another officer to arrest him.

ooy sl 1y ol wiS cealsil Iy ol salgsa ¢S yealo 31 ST 31 Loy Lass

What would you have done in Jimmy’s place?

Ta355 50 4 (2398 A gl S

Find the transcript, translations and vocabulary guide at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

S lag yourenglishtoolbox.com s 1y 85lg claialy g aas 33 oyto

The direct link to every resource is in this episode description.

3l 3138 sg il el wilseio gl 3o pilin das padtun Mg

Thank you for listening.

215l 13l 25 Syl 3|
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