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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Welcome to Short Stories with Peter, from Your English Toolbox.

Ausal g5 Your English Toolbox 1 «yig b oligS claylials» a
Today, The Fire on the Hill, a story of courage from Japan.

155 s loen 31 Slils g goy (il o sl
This is an abridged adaptation of the Hamaguchi story in A Living God, by Lafcadio Hearn.

el 30 5388y il wondy ulasr ys o oSlala calgy 3l aligS wledl flisls ol
Our story follows his literary version, inspired by events in Japan.

sl 4288 plal culs 3o laslaggy 31 aS WS o o ol 2ol s 3l Lo gy Lials
Listen for a decision that nobody understands at first.

Aagd a1y ol LSz lanl ys oS aS a5 asaal @
The afternoon sun lay warm across the rice fields above the village.

xS e Lisgy g3b slaylidla y 1y ss3 glo)S yae OLSI
Below, families were preparing a celebration beside the sea.

ISR ) oalal Lyys yLsS e gl oslgils ad ol
On the hill, Gohei stood with his grandson, Tada.

99 0sliugl 4 coy 186 ulogs ol yan agS
Behind them stood the dry bundles of his harvest, enough to support his family for months.

AS u,uQ‘lJ ola Iy iloslgils cuwdles o oS Joasa cils 5138 gl Joama S gladiuws o liyw cuiy
Grandfather, can we go down to the village now?

Saox Liwgy 4 ¥l @iilgs o oS3y
In a little while, Tada.

16 5 S
Let me rest here first.
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Then the ground began to move beneath their feet.

A5 5y 4 gand plialy 33 e LB
The wooden house creaked, and a cup trembled on the floor.

A3y e oy Sld g sls lao ey 45
An earthquake!

1303
Gohei steadied the boy, but his eyes were fixed on the water.

Sgond aisgs Ol @ Linlogier Lol il &5 1y yugy 065
The sea was drawing back, leaving unfamiliar rocks bare.

.J)SQA)‘.SZZJT Iy Ll 2o yss g by o cde Lys
People were walking towards the shore to watch.

by e Jola gow 4y Lalad gl y posa
Gohei remembered a warning his own grandfather had told him long ago.

93 03l gl @y iy o Jlus iags Syinyag oS sygl sl Iy ol 268
He understood the danger, and there was no time to lose.

298 xS Al gy Slah o sxagd 1y slas ol
Tada, bring me a burning torch.

obe malys gy Jades Sy sl
A torch, Grandfather?

?SJ}})-\.\Q ¢M

Trust me, and bring it now.

.)9LQIJOT“!L>Q¢A:A9QS¢LA:L;|&A@
The boy hurried inside, then returned with the flame.

Sy dlaa by pug 9 <8y I3 g dlane b yug
Gohei carried it to the nearest bundle of rice.

S5 iy s pSasi @ by ol agS
He lowered the torch, and the dry stalks caught fire.

Mﬁwi&o&&@ugdjgfwb I JSL.U.A
Stop, Grandfather!

1530040 S s
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That is our harvest!

leculs Joama ol
But Gohei moved to the next bundle, and then the next.

.&é)ﬁg.& L;‘d.:z‘u.) e 9 (GARY Al &l)u.\ 8] umg? Lol
Smoke rose above the hill as the breeze carried the flames through the field.

23S sy acyie 33 |y ladded aud o by Al o d 358 5 300
At the temple, someone saw the fire and rang the great bell.

3313 Tao ay 1y Syds yusBl g ags 1y (2l S (asma 4o
Fire on the hill!

lazd S 3l 4
Bring water and come with us!

Lol Lo slyan g ayyole o
People turned away from the shore and began to climb.

A38)S 18y A @y g op 9 WSSy goy Jorlus 3l paye
The first villagers arrived, breathing hard and reaching for their buckets.

JRCKRY] uLwLa:J.bdA GO Ay Ty 9 Mk ganry Objdu.éj Olalivgy utwss
Leave the fire alone.

We need everyone up here.

Azl YU ol b aan
But your rice will be destroyed!

lsgds 0 38l Coiy Lal
Help the others up the path.

Al B s 3l aS SaS oS0 @
Young people helped older neighbours, while parents carried their children.

Aisgr oS e Iy lisladsy (ually g 435S 0 SaS wiallu glaaluas @ layles
Gohei watched the path and counted the families as they came.

D0 Ay PK& Iy boslgils g cenls Ja w1y sous vm_;?
Tada stood beside him, frightened by the flames and by the silence on his grandfather's face.

S B (1833038 034 oS g laalad 3l g 3 esliugl ol HUS 18U
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Why did you burn it on purpose?

Sediligw laac 1y ol Iy
Before Gohei could answer, a dark line rose beyond the empty shore.

RN S J>le ‘59‘./4&1 oy s was Fuly Lass oSSl 3l ey
It grew taller and wider, racing towards the village.

ol Liwgy gou 4 Ol by g w siop 9yl b3
Stay up here, and keep back from the edge.

A0S dlol ad 1 g aglay b ean
The sea returned with a roar that swallowed every other sound.

331938 15 5503 glalao dan oS caS3l ase b bys
Water struck the houses below and swept through the narrow streets.

A gyl Sl gladnsS 53 g a0sS 4 b slaails @ O
On the hill, the villagers held one another and waited.

inile slaio g wisgy 488 ygel s 1y Suusy olaliugy @ go)
At last, the water drew away again.

by e 0)lygs Gl ploilse
Their homes were gone, but the people had reached safety.

Adags osay pal gl s pusa lal gy aidy o 5l linlaals
That is why | set fire to the rice.

233 o381 1y 2 peeo gl
Tada slipped his hand into his grandfather's hand.

RORARNS u.'ZS_)_}g).Lg Cawd 33 b VAR Ry
| thought you had made a terrible mistake.

,610_\)5 QSL./.,.ZDQ oLl pJ_)S)S_é
We can plant rice again.

e 2 0sles esleie
We cannot bring back the people we lose.

01383 S0y e o Caws 3 aS Ty SluS alilgl
A neighbour looked from the ruined village to the old man's house.

A58 330y G @ Glag gliwgy 3y 2055 lodplues 31 S0
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Where will everyone sleep tonight?

Sauslasd o S dan ol
My house is still standing.

sl ply Jai e S5
There is room for many, and the temple can shelter the others.

A ol dudsy @ Ailgl oo ame g w1 b LS ol
Then he led them towards his door.

Ay B 58 g @ Iy oyl ugs
His harvest was gone, but his neighbours were alive.

Aiagy 04} inladsluan Lol (g @iy o 3l idgaa
End of the story.

obisls (LL
Now, let’s dive into the language and break down some of the key vocabulary from the story.

oS s |y gliwls mge wisle g 03lg win 9 paadd by s aylg wala 3l
First, there was no time to lose.

298 35S Al glyy Slai ol
This means that action was needed immediately.

A e plaBlyed b ey
The last train leaves soon, so there is no time to lose.

i (3355 A5 glyy (B g A5 0 Sy g9y HaB cpyS
Next, the rice caught fire.

288 il oy sy
Catch fire means to begin burning, while set fire to something means to make it burn.

033 Uil y gier iy set fire to something Ll 35S i3 g @ ¢ g5 2y catch fire oyle
The dry grass caught fire when a spark landed on it.

uﬁﬁ Quj Pl Sas le goy glddy> 89
Finally, Tada asked why Gohei had acted on purpose.

3930335 318 i laae @ gS Iy ayy ol LL o
On purpose means deliberately, rather than by accident.

dalad & Jaae sy 0N purpose wyle
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| left the door open on purpose so you could come inside.

Here is a question to take with you.

by 3lasy (338 S8 ol dewyy @ ol
What does Gohei's decision tell us about the difference between owning something and caring for someone?

TS0 4z S 3l cadlya o hem rls lea wglds o3lys 265 panal
You can find the story, translations, more vocabulary and practice at yourenglishtoolbox.com.

A4S e | yourenglishtoolbox.com s 1y la cysai o sides 85l daas y7 ooy lials
Thank you for listening with me.

eigian (3y3ls (g e ol yan «Syl 3
This is Peter, and | will see you next time.
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