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Sorry, I Didn't Catch That | Small Talk in English,
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English learning resource - FA

Line-by-line - English + Persian
275 lines

Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

| once hid in a bathroom for eight minutes.

pmpbywamwaS)bo
At a party?

T 59880 43 o8
At a wedding.

LS EIN Y]
Trapped in a conversation about insurance.

pat Hl8)S dag 390 33 aallSe 4y g3
Twenty-five minutes of insurance.

day 4B B iy 9 ey

And you could not get out.

bt o Sudgiual o g
So | said | needed the bathroom, and | stayed in there.

puila Lol g L,Jw.)eywb 459.‘;501.«.3
Doing what?

§ SSs0 ) S

Looking at my own face.

S0 05 pags g0 4
Waiting.

P :' X
And then?

Tubasy 9
And then | came out, and he was standing by the door.

399 oaliugl 53 4US ol g pragl oy (o Llasy 9
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No.
A
He said, where were we?
Saags bS s
Here is my question.
o g ol

Why did you not simply say you were going?

S0 o3ls oS iS5 o 1y
Because | did not know how.

sk @iudos a5 o
And you are fluent.

FSea Cuo oy o5 9
| am fluent, and | hid in a bathroom.

pads e gditas cof o plalue STl L) @ e
Welcome to Your English Toolbox, the podcast that trains your English while you live your real life.

DS 0 QJJJQAT Iy Lo u_u..gliﬂ ‘Aﬁjb_‘g& Iy =8l u‘f'”) S J> 33 a5 cwsSsly ;.L,).LAT o3 lads v‘u.‘liﬂ FHENLIT
I am Martin.

L Gdle e
And | am Julia.

piud Lo aio o
This is the fourth conversation in our series about small talk in English.

sl eSS b5 4 S oS 66585 0yl Lo asganea yo gSS sl ol
We have started a conversation.

02355 ¢ gy oSS 4y Lo

We have kept it going.
@sls aolsl Lo

We have made it real.

And today, the four things that actually happen in a real conversation.

A8l o 35l =8lg dallSa Sy ys g8l 33 S Jux slgx Hosal o
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The four things nobody teaches you.

o1sad sly gy S S S U lex
You do not understand something.

88 581 9y i 42 o
The room is too loud.

anyyw s U
There is a group of four people already talking.

S0 o ls oS e 0383 5lgx 095 @
And at some point, you have to leave.

ESYRC IR PRE L YR TR
Let us start with the big one.

S Loy Sy Lol
The one that stops people for years.

wSso B8gx0 gl gly 9y pase S i (ol
You did not understand.

S dxrgia of
You did not understand, and now there is a silence, and the other person is looking at you.

wo&u@&awuglgw&ug&ﬂbngM4>gmy
And what do most people do?

T orSen ) S payoe yrdng o
They nod.

040 (5955 9y ¢y 9 yus
They nod.

O30 5955 9y (39 sas
And they smile, and they say yeah, and they hope the conversation moves on.

@S 1o aalsl 5288 oS ¢ 3lgaual g oyl Sue 9 Ao a5 o
And here is the thing about nodding.

30 s b Sl g 03liys Jux aw il o
It works once.

030 Dloz 3l g
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And then they ask you a question about the thing you did not understand.

15 ST 51 S sy oo g3u 8553 9
And now you are two sentences deep into a conversation you are not in.

So let us fix it properly, because there is a scale.

23133929 ulde ay (o S ity 1Ay g
Give me the scale.

P oM 9y e
At the top, the shortest one.

o 0ligS AL s
Sorry?
One word.
aalS a4y

And it is not rude at all.

Ceucd 31 3 pa Mol g
It is not rude, and this matters, because many of our listeners were taught to say what.

oSy 4z oS wilaid S ol b o Buaigid 3l gsleus 93 sl pga ol 9 S ailasy 1 518 ol
And what sounds abrupt.

sleo sl @y &S UGS sz (ol o
Sorry sounds like a question.

duysn 5 @y Jlow 4y Jie pduslio
What sounds like an accusation.

Sl plgl @y sl @
Next level.

g
Sorry, | did not catch that.

paskis 9y ool (o (phulia
To catch something.

S @ 585 sl
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If you did not catch it, the sound did not reach you properly.

It is not a confession that your English failed.

That is a beautiful distinction.

It is the most useful word in this episode.

And the next level?

This is the one | want you to actually use.

Be specific about what you missed.

Not | do not understand.

When you can, be specific rather than saying | do not understand.

Because that gives the other person more to work with.

TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 184

ey o 4 St ys T w005 1y S ol $S1

83393 CeulSils 63 oSl oS Sas Bl e

a3 jsad a4y oyl

el Lty el 31 ase o sSage ol

?é@@b«g‘g

u‘S oslaiul uj.\)l e8lg QJP‘QM S Cewd Q_i_ﬁ ol

L)ALJ e 6Jb C@le S S 3390 33

‘QAQ_égAjOAzdj

AL 383 (pagd ) (2550 Sl gl @ Slgi e oS By

2350 355 )5 gl gty Cuoyd s yasun ol @ ) ol o

They do not know what to repeat, so they repeat everything, usually louder.

Which does not help.

Which never helps.

Instead.

| did not catch the name.
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| did not get the last bit.

pasagd oy Cuand y3l e
Sorry, which day did you say?

§ 45 39y p9aS iy
You are telling them exactly what to fix.

S Canyd 9y o See o BB oF
And the whole thing takes one second instead of thirty.

wiSsa Job 45l S il L gl 48 IS o
And the full version, when you really need it?

§§)|J3L¢3 Uiy =8l u.*.e_g 9y yidalS a5 g
Would you mind saying that again, a bit slower?

35 posl 65 4 (S o3ligs e

And one thing about permission.

o3l g oyliys Juzr an g
Asking somebody to repeat does not make you look bad at English.

3Lt 3185 41 33 gl oS glgteai S 5115 oS S
It makes you look interested.

sleo ia aBMe 1 oy
It says, what you are saying matters enough that | want to get it right.

O it ys plosy oS daga SIS 031451 @ L;im &1 €S G ool ( So
And the people who nod?

TUs0 H9SS 9y (9disan &S 50330 9
They are communicating something too.

Sso oy oy gl o cols o gl
They may be signalling, | am lost, even when they do not mean to.

.ng@@é&g&‘pmﬁéc)qogﬁdqu
Right.

Ll ys

Second thing.
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The room.

8l
Oh, the room.

3Gl ol
A bar, a party, a canteen at lunchtime, a building site, a bus.

o8l 4 Gl g el Joe 4y lal la) yo BBS a4y ( Ssage w b @
And you understand nothing, and you decide your English has gone backwards overnight.

wdy cde 4 aud 4 o5 LuclSEl oS 3.5 oo paeal o 0g8 Al 2§ 9
It has not gone backwards.

Sy e
It is physics.

2348 g9 90 @ ol
Say more about that.

65y B3R 3 yidey
Native speakers do not hear well in a loud bar either.

15929 3 i S ys 1S glas dagl ol s eaan
Nobody does.

sl uSoe

The sound is simply not there.

e a0l él-‘"’
So why do they manage?

§opdiesn 8830 Ly
Because they are guessing better.

s gua> yig Uol o
They know the words that are probably coming, so their brain fills the gaps.

S o sy GBI L oyl wils e 1y e aal Sl s Ylazs] oS 1y SilalS gl
And we have fewer words to guess with.

als ) juas %;bg g8 SlalS o g
It is not your ears.
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You just have a smaller guessing library, and that grows.

aiSio sy ol 9 gl o a3l 1555 ¢ digsulis <y bidd o5
So what do we do tonight, in the actual bar?

T 2819 4l o eiSien 4 S el i
Three things.

Move.

oS Sy
Get your back to a wall, or stand at the edge of the room.

Méb" 4,'J ‘,-,QSSLAOJJ.J‘S.J‘J@@Q) B ...~.v
The middle of a room is the worst place in it. e

BUI ol gl payia 3B by
Second, confirm what you did get.

SB35 83 2 oS Al pos
So you are saying the train was cancelled?

Foan g2 yUa8 bS*A éJL’ gvs)
Which keeps you in the conversation while you check.

oﬂ.\#dﬁj@lia&gliq;i,&nﬁ_?dsglbjagjgﬁds
And third, the kind one.

092380 231 ol (505w
Blame the room.

oS Uiy 9y Ul
Itis so loud in here, say that again?

550 03lgs 0sls lao g s s Lt
And now it is the room's fault, not yours.

o 4 Bl yndidls
And the room really is at fault.

0335 olewal le8lg @‘J‘ 9
And accept something.

SSJad oy i s
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What?

o
You do not need one hundred per cent.

Gl 3L i vy o gi
Seventy per cent is a conversation.

Cenl dallSo @y o 33 slusa
Ninety per cent is a very good night out.

o sl 4 Loy 393
A hundred per cent is an exam, and you are not in one.

S L‘,Ebanls'jg'jgajb.m! Loy o

Third thing.

The group.

2955
Four people, standing in a circle, already laughing at something.

OB e s opls g gags osliugl oyl 4y goF 38l lex
And you are holding a drink, two metres away.

303 30 93 gl axals &5 Jangi 4y 6
And you are waiting for a gap.

g el \_éliﬁz)d_‘e !’... 939
And the gap never comes.

gl g cB g SIS (ol o
Groups often have only very short gaps.

Asly 5alisS slun cladlSa basd el laog S
That is what makes them groups.

Al e 503 slwog S 1y leal
So what do you do?

T AS%0 sSx oF
Two parts, and the first is your feet.

e uLng u;&.;.lgl 9 0318 Cand U5 g
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My feet?

Splaly
Do not stand behind somebody.

Stand at the edge of the circle, where somebody can see you without turning their whole body.

A3y 1y iy aSil oy kg 1) lad Ailgy S oS sl osliugl oyl 4 4o
Because a circle with a person behind it will close.

i @ Jicting 385 oy b > ) 03
A circle with a person at the edge will open.

A salgs 5b ad 5o 585 S losls Sy
And the second part?

Tp9s Caud g

You speak before the gap.

oS o loy Aolé 5l 18 o
Sorry to jump in, did you say you were from Krakow?

§ zéssbsu\m[dsgzg?m.sﬂgdsw
To jump in.

Ui gl
To join a conversation that has already started.

el oadn ¢ gy V8 oS ddllSa So @ gy gl
And the rude version is to butt in.

Mugl‘_;yaswl(mumlv:wg
Over the top of somebody.

BLIREINI SR
And here is the trick that makes jumping in safe.

4}5*0&'9)9343.),}),345@&'@()%‘9
Ask about something you just heard.

G G oS o3 0yl o
Because now you are not interrupting.

(sl p130 S8 3l o
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You are listening out loud.

o (19S aily glao b o3
Now, the generous version.

Glaaig B ddewd Al
The thing nobody teaches, and the most powerful thing in this episode.

el a3 S5 e ol 31 ST aiia ol 33 9 gl JBT e yiage 31 QLS ol
Let somebody else in.

o5 sl S Sl
Yes.

oyl oyl
You are in the group now.

2955 oF il o5
And there is somebody standing just outside it, holding a drink, waiting for a gap that is not coming.

Slead o gl s ay ylazia 418 S Cans 33 Sasded 4 esliugl gy S 038 4 g
And you remember exactly how that feels, because it was you nine minutes ago.

($39 &5 gy BB U e )]s w4 S sl caly lEBs g g
So you turn slightly, and you make room, and you say.

o 9 Gilunn I 9 B yme aS
Have you two met?

Sauans oy Kiana 5 g Lo
And you do not need to know anything about them.

94 gl 3390 33 Ghuz oS ila 3L 5 g
You can literally find out their name two seconds before you say it.

Aaagdy (150 «Sil 31 I8 45U 93 gy ool 1S ga et
And if you do this, you become the person everybody wants at a party.

Olo3un $9age 4 o3 4ad &S e oS (ol 93 5S0 9)S ol ST g
Not the funniest.

Coud gl oass

Not the best English in the room.

S BB 65 a0 By oSSl oy 2
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The person who makes room.

wSeo 3l gy Lad S S (ol
And the fourth thing.

polex o
Leaving.

psa pols
Which we have covered before on this show, so quickly, as a reminder.

s osls Jadigy g3olaly ploie 4y iy yobo &y dalip ol Jo B S
A good exit has three parts, and most people only use one.

..).iJSQAOJLéLA'u.i,)ﬂb.ﬁéed)awga)bwugg}agp&g
Give me the three.

0 404y 9y U
One, point at the door.

QS OJL.‘Z:‘ BEE-Y] us-,{
| should get going.

py b
Two, say the encounter was worth it.

il gy iyl B ol oS 15 P9
It was really good to meet you.

pads Jowtigs LS o8ags 3l
Three, name the future.

O3 i‘\‘“l 9) o.).,ui dw
See you next week?
And if you only use part one?

§ S oslazal Jol cawd 3l badd &Slg
It sounds like escape.

slea 5lyé 3a5 @
Because it is escape.

OasS 438 yex
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And if you only use part two, you do not move.

(S &Sy S oolazal pos cawd I bbb &Sl
Then you are still in the insurance conversation.

i dngy 665 35 598 85
Do not say that word again.

555 gy 4alS ool s
And one variant, which is the kindest sentence in the English language.

S 413 oo alan (sT ou3g0 S S ggi g

Which one?

"u.iJ p9aS

| should let you go.

Pl by
You give them the exit.

0N (293 odugt oI
You hand it to them.

0L odngt oI
And nobody has ever been offended by being released.

oz cdl jrdaz a3 4bls @ cB9am wSaum 9
So.

Juan.

Two scenes, and both in the same month.

OLAQ)_)Q_))_Q‘WUQJ
The welcome party for his course, first.

09l g 0393 @ usS wal Ju93 gage Jo
Did he survive?

Faign 043}

He used all four.

35S oslizal B 4lg 50 3
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He asked a girl to repeat something twice, he blamed a speaker that was too loud, and he jumped into a group
by asking about a film he had heard them mention.

ol 31383 0xsis oS alid 03luys s sy b g 35S i i 393 aily Slid oS 1y oSy S S 1S 5k 90 1y gien S canlgd yuss Sy 3l
At SR9SS S 0 Cumeo
And the exit?

529559
Three parts, and he says he could hear himself doing it, like a man following a recipe.

4.15%.4JLQJQ_)JA&”)WJ@@J)A@&AO%AQI‘A@|OJ‘stogz‘ﬁqagjuﬁJ95§‘w454§¢Aag‘9&m“§m
But that is not the part you want to tell me.

9 08 glode oS s tand ol Lol
No.

A4l
Near the end of the night, he was in a group, and there was a man standing just outside it, holding a drink,
waiting.

a5y satia g canls Caws 33 1y Saeingd S gy 0slunl Goye 33 6330 9352 2935 33 gl i Ll 3
Oh.

o9l
And Juan asked him his name, and then turned to the group and said, have you met Andrei?

"Saaus 9y anail” (i8S g iS008 dy w9 Spesy o) el 31 loS o
He had known him for four seconds.

sl e LDLJT BN} JLu e 1y ol
Four seconds.

And Andrei is now the person he studies with on Tuesdays.

Ggden s Salal o i au oS 4 foan " gyail" il
And the second scene?

Tpod w0 9

The second scene is the job.

sl SRy (i3 (a0 99
He got the job?

Ted S oy Jo ool
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He got the job.

Ted 8 5y Jad ol
A café near the station, weekends and two evenings.

o 93 9 Lo azdo 3T 0Bl Suai «81S @y
Tell me about the interview.

650 p@ 4>Lan 590 33
Halfway through, the manager asked him something about availability, the coffee machine was going, and he
did not catch the end of it.

Axagds gy iyl ol 9 335ka )18 Cenys 0948 (adilo dan yy eyt 3390 33 3 4y B3l 3 ol dag 4o
And he nodded.

Sls oS5 9y s o (ol 9
He did not nod.

3145 5955 gy s ol
He said, sorry, | did not catch the last bit.

pasagd oy iy qedulio w8
And?

€9
And he got the job.

<85 oy Jad ool
Because of his English?

§ eSS 4ol @y

Not because of his English.

Al eSSy ey @

Weeks later, the manager told him why.

Why?

Sy
She said, half the people | interview nod when they have not understood me.

3l 0 STy 4 5035 Sy 1y e &S By pasS alan LT b oS ol 31 51 e 4 S o
And in a café.

A3 0948 @ co9 9

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/
Read the complete resource online

Content version: 95f2032b5e9d4265

Page 15


https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/

Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 184

And in a café, somebody who nods instead of asking can get an order wrong.

0358 iplhas ol igie das0 (95T 9y (hyw S Jlow aSl gl 4 &S oS B @y goi g
Right.

Ll ys

Three sentences.

Listen, and repeat in the pause.

oS LSS eyl glay 53 9 oS (sS
Sentence one, the specific repair.

welB wlyasi ol $ dlax>
Sorry, | did not catch the last bit.

Pl 9y )}T Caaud (@abwlio
Would you mind saying it again?

S 03lios e

Sentence two, joining a group.

o §xle 0955 4y 4y pgs dlax
Sorry to jump in, did you say you were from Krakow?

§ st SgS1yS al 45&5@.&;& ylg 68 s
And sentence three, the generous one.

Wlaaigbew (pows dlax ¢
Have you two met?

Fagas 9y Saan U 9o e
This is Andrei.

.¢"§)JJT" ol
All three again.

RESTCRIER
Sorry, | did not catch the last bit.

paad gy FES RV (piwslio
Would you mind saying it again?

$ S 0)ligs dicea
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Sorry to jump in, did you say you were from Krakow?

§ st SgS1yS al 45&,'&?‘9_\;23 ylg oS aasey
Have you two met?

Fagas 9y Saan U 9o e
This is Andrei.

s Sl el
Notice that none of the three are apologies for your English.

Ceicd o3 eSSl glar oo yie U ds ol 3l poaS zud oS oS ax gl
Not one.
Sorry to jump in is manners, not shame.

P 4 aagay 9 Wlal ay el ool saagl < aisy
And our sentence of the day.

09039y dax 9
Ready?

?§| oala!
You do not need to understand every word.

52843 9 4alS 32 oS Caw Y
You need to stay in the room.

Soar 8Ul o5 aaly o5
You do not need to understand every word.

A8 9) 4alS 32 oS Caucd p3Y
You need to stay in the room.

Soar 30l g5 Ll o3
One more time, with us.

Lo b s 4y
You do not need to understand every word.

A8 9) 4alS 32 oS Caucd p3Y
You need to stay in the room.

Soar 30l g5 Ll o3
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So here is your task this week.

ool azda ol gl 6555l s
One repair.
When you do not catch something, do not nod.

30338 9y Dy oagd el gy e @ B
Say what you missed, specifically.

Lo gass (gals cans 3l gy i 4 650

The name.

93 ol
The last bit.
Which day.

RSEPEE

And if you manage a second thing, make room for somebody.

oS 3L &Ss o gl ol g plnil pa S S ST g

Four words.

4alS ylg>
Have you two met?

Sauans oy Kiana 5 g Lo
Next time, something different.

Oglaia jus @ Any deds

Something we have been building towards for four episodes.

el oo aid b Cwud jlgy 3o dcgana ol
For four conversations, we have been telling you about somebody.

,&@%ﬂqq&?l)wbb‘w&)\.@%g)g
Juan, from Barcelona, in Wolverhampton.

O9sa038)9 695 Lglunyly 31 ylos-
The bus stop in the rain.

ol s Lugigsl 0Bl

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/
Read the complete resource online

Content version: 95f2032b5e9d4265

Page 18


https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-184-transcript/

Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 184

The fourteen questions.

Jlow 03)lgx
The three days ill in bed.

S 5 slag oy
Next time, he is here.

ewlol ol ey andys

And he tells it himself.

S0 @ B3935 g
Everything from today, the transcript, the vocabulary, and the three sentences, is waiting for you at
yourenglishtoolbox.com.

.yourenglishtoolbox.com s ceslais yais cdlas aw g B3l wiciigigy josal 3l jum dan
With translations, flashcards and downloadable PDFs, completely free.

.QK..Q‘) MalS aglils b8 PDF gla s8¢ QS.‘ng seylS dasyi b
Thank you for spending this time with us.

‘_.g.).ig).'gb‘.gg) RV QJ‘ 4SQQLAA
And this week, do not nod.

OS5 AL oy Oy st ol o
See you in the next one.

o o L; A\ u.C.B )J
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