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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Julia, why are you smiling at a puddle?

F S0 v Ol dly SG @y Lo
| am enjoying the smell after the rain.

ST RURUR DTS IRC TR YR S 1K'
Wet shoes have never made me this happy.

ilosyS3 Jlondsgs 5u8ipl e c8ozud s glajusS
Not your shoes, Martin, the earth!

lewnl S g8 sislo aicd oF gla(2dS pyghiio
Welcome to Curious English, from Your English Toolbox.

sl ngs Your English Toolbox 31 Curious English 4
| am Martin, and | am here with Julia.

,MMolm@pbbgglgw&g)b&a
Today, a small mystery: why can rain smell so good?

Faily g3 stes a8l Wilgi oo il b tpasls S S glave S 3ol
You will also learn three expressions for describing what happens around you.

.U)JSUA AL pldlbl o 3l o gl oy wsle dw ioan
Before we explain, make a prediction.

A3 e S o o ) e
Does that familiar smell come only from the water, or from what the rain touches?

TaS 50 339331 ol 4 bl oS g3z 3 b sl oo O 31 Jaé Lal gy o L
What the rain touches is important.

sl pgo A5 o8 339351 ol @ Gl oS iex
Think of a garden after several warm days without rain.

AuS 59l Gl o psS Jay v 3l a1y ey
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The first shower arrives, and suddenly there is a rich, earthy smell.

Ay 50 pline 4y SIS 698 691 U 9 sy 50 HLSy sl
Earthy means like earth or soil, not like the whole planet.

(03 03l S dds & (o0 by S aen 2oy Earthy
So an earthy smell is the sort of smell | notice beside a damp garden path.

@S o pus dnély 33 Shad semn Sy S oS el g ¢ 68 laa @n earthy smell oy
Exactly, and the distinctive smell after rain is often called petrichor.

Aol e 3oy el 1y ol 3l g o5 g1 9 a8y
You do not need that scientific word for everyday conversation.

Al ale 0319l 4y 635 030393 559 cS (gl
An earthy smell is already a useful description.

Ceal gaida buogi usgs an earthy smell wyle
Here is one part of the explanation.

Researchers at MIT filmed raindrops hitting porous surfaces, which have tiny spaces in them.

2ub )8 @ld wyls 630y sleun JIS glad oS J3dsta zotaw b o1l glaoydad 5393 5 5IMIT o Saagly
The drops could trap little air bubbles against the surface.

A 3lacg fx‘_) 4 xdaw jLS Ty lga S oS glasls sizailei o oo yhad
Those bubbles rose and burst, sending much smaller droplets into the air.

sl sd o0 190 4y 1y 6338298 sleuns oo shad g WSS 50 9 Wil so WU ool o
A little like bubbles popping in a fizzy drink?

1338 Sawagd 33 ole (aS ) dud oS
That is a helpful picture of the movement.

el 3ibo ES g Sy gl gl ol
The researchers suggested this could help explain how materials that produce the smell travel from the ground
into the air.

S SaS lga 4 S5 31 Hlags slga JEs! b ol @ aulas ailyd cpol oS Wis)S zybaa ol S g5y
It is one mechanism, not a complete explanation of every smell after rain.

S o oLl G oS (00 50 glsr JolS (b o @ il 583l S Jad
And our second expression is a dry spell.

el adry spell la pos iyl o
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A dry spell is a period with little or no rain.

Db Mol b syle @5 b S gloygs ey Adry spell
The garden needed water after a long dry spell.

canls 38 Ol @ b el 0593 S 3l g 4ty
Here, spell means a period of time, not magical words.

298l wlalS & eanl il 098 SO iea as Spell bl
So the garden did not need a wizard, just some water.

enlgd o Ol oS s canl zlas! Souly @ anel w
Exactly.

Our third expression is release into the air.

<l release into the air bs p g wyle
It means let something out so it can enter the air around us.

2o ladlybol cloa sylo U @uS I3l 1y ghumr i
Crushing a mint leaf can release its scent into the air.

AS sl3T g ya 1y o] yae wilgi sa ¢ les Sy ayS 5ys
Notice the useful pattern: release something into something.

release something into something :4uS as gi auta yls b ol @0
Let us put the three together in a tiny scene.

.M)‘QM)%DUQSWS%)JIJQ)QLMJQ%L#}
After a dry spell, rain reaches the garden.

Ay axtl @ bl (Sl oyes Sl
You notice an earthy smell as scented material is released into the air.

AS o s |y SIB- goy (Mg 0 J‘)T I52 3o yhaoa slga B9
Now it is your turn.

The fields have had almost no rain for three weeks.

el 0agyld ShHL Losss ladeyia 3o oS Canl dida du
What kind of spell have they had?

SulaxanliS yur iy 1y spell ¢ g5 ax lagl
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A dry spell.

Il 0398 Sy 2y Adry spell
You smell damp soil beside the path.

J«usuau,uo-b S[LABSB-LQQJ‘MJUS
What adjective describes that smell?

faS 0 o gi |y o1 ol ido ax
Earthy.

Sk S L lE tEarthy
And if a flower lets its scent out around you, it releases its scent into the...

a8 o 33l gy 38 [y ol S sy G Ldlybol a1y ashe S ST g
Air.

Finish one sentence of your own: after a dry spell, | notice...

w85 o e a2 g0 (Sl 0398 ST g S LS 1y sasd das S
Find the three expressions and their examples on our episode page.

A8 e so3ml gl amdo ys 1y ligle Jle g @yle dw ol
The link is in the description, with seven listening speeds to choose from.

ALS B! ad ey cda fles 31 ailel e g Cawl Bilos gl s A
Keep your English curious.

Ayls 65 003y LudSSl ey Sals ya ly BeglEous
And give your wet shoes a little space!

laiyes 19 68 @ olius glo udS 1yl o
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