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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Julia, did you see that?

Tad ax g3 Lo

My first bowling ball, and every pin fell over!

1sLsl by dad g 39y ‘a@y F9 ool
That was impressive, Martin.

oile gy s Sadn s

Have you discovered a hidden talent, or is it beginner's luck?

Seewlay 8ol ula tndd by closyS was Jlgy slasial
| was about to order a professional bowling shirt.

oy i)l Sl slady> 3l SG al g @idy o @als
Perhaps wait for the second ball.

S w0 pos Sl U aal yxg ala
Welcome to Your English Toolbox.

Ausal g5 Your English Toolbox 4
| am Martin, here with Julia, and today we have four idioms about luck.

el Ll oylys Mas! sla 3930l 9 eiwd lads ol a0 Wos b iatwa sl 4o
They continue lesson fourteen of our free Idiom Toolbox course.

Az Idiom Toolbox o &ly 0ygs pasylgy Luys asls! lazdlasl ol
First, let me tell you how we got here.

ey il @y yalay @55y 1S ol
The bowling alley was fully booked, but another group cancelled just as | called.

...5)595}.]b.)g:'-_g)_)_}6_}1{.&bgﬁ‘pl.é)fdd‘.duﬁé9Q@A_)Jl,o‘ds,}b_x‘bg)j)mg@gg&]u
What a stroke of luck!
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A stroke of luck is an unexpected piece of good fortune.

oyatia e g wgs 3lasl Sy ey A stroke of luck
Something helpful happens, without being part of your careful plan.

Al 039y o8 883 aaliy I sy Sl oy s e By gauba
Finding those last two places was a stroke of luck.

29y il g S 53T gl g9 ol o g
You can have a stroke of luck, or say that something was a stroke of luck.

sl 039y @ stroke of luck ¢iu> 255 L have a stroke of luck 163 ilgs e
It describes a fortunate event, not somebody's whole personality.

And my amazing first ball brings us to beginner's luck.

luy e beginner’s luck a1y la o Jle OBy ool o
That means unexpected success when you try something for the first time.

S sa pbal )b (ol gl 1y 315 (B9 o pbaia yid cdbga oy
You won your first game, perhaps because chance helped you.

55 eSaS il oz b g 1y g3l ool
But calling it beginner's luck could sound as if you are dismissing my skill.

LS)SOA ol Iy @islge Sl el oSan ‘éj‘ﬁ.g 8ol Ludlan 1y w‘ﬁ‘ Lol
Exactly, so tone matters.

el qgo oy s BB
You can use it playfully about yourself: maybe it was just beginner's luck.

291 0318030 il Jaid sl 1 650 wags o3lys Sea b lgie
I will remember that if my next ball goes into the gutter.

Ailo oo psly Iyl 39 yen HUS sl 33l plgasy Qo3 S
Our third idiom describes a more difficult situation: down on your luck.

.down on your luck :a:8 ;a bogily gsiylgas cousBga ls pgw zMas]
It means going through a period of bad fortune, often with money or work.

DL Jow e 53 el (il 093 SO (51,38 ey
For example, my neighbour lost some work and has been down on his luck lately.

RO 0_5)91 il gy ol g ooty cews 3l 1y (ayS 31 asy plasluaa Mia
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That does not mean he is lazy or a bad person.

e gl g 1 b (g S e @ ol
Use the phrase with care and sympathy, not as an insult.

g8 gl O asa 38 @ Jaas g cBa b1y el ol
It describes a period somebody is experiencing.

RO C)T Q.\jbﬁ I 30 S S 88 0 ogi |y gloygs wyle ol
Our final expression is the luck of the draw.

el the luck of the draw L «iyle oyuys1
That means an outcome depends on chance, rather than a choice you control.

gt JyuS 33 a8 BBl g & ayls (St wilis @y docd sy
At our bowling evening, teams were chosen by pulling names from a bag.

A ol dwS S 3l lapl aiS oy b e e Sodos s g
| got the most experienced teammate, purely through the luck of the draw.

A el il go) 31 MalS agdea (yiassaily
The phrase does not have to describe a literal draw.

e 28lg  LaSdae )8 Sy oylys lagy wiyle ol
But the situation must involve chance, not just a result you dislike.

818 ikt gs S aly gldoes Jadd «Sigl &l aals yila peaie Gl cusdga Lal
Let us check the differences.

oS sy 1y lacsglad sl
A sold-out event suddenly has a spare ticket when you arrive.

S9ds 0 lag Lol ey S5 Q‘.@iU (YA a.x:).yPLAB' 6‘““&1514 b asliy Soaw B9
What a stroke of...?

?..What a stroke of
Luck.

ola ey Luck
You win your very first game, and joke that chance helped you.

el 03 eSaS il 265 50 B 9d 4 9 g0 |y e 3L ool
Beginner's luck.

aySo3l wila 12y Beginner’s luck
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Someone has had a difficult few months and cannot find steady work.

A o 0B 418 Wlgi sad g 0udly38 1y cdew ol aiy oS
They have been down on their luck.

Silazals wilaw 0ygs x=s  They have been down on their luck
Finally, your seat is assigned randomly, and you get a wonderful view.

ol closlall 398 o3kain g 39 o o SBulad Ol Juzs 3T 4o
That is the luck of the draw.

el aeyd g wils ascd ey Thatis the luck of the draw
Which expression fits something that has happened to you?

Saul 50y yo 03l o3 lys oS Blasl b euyle plaS
Practise all four with lesson fourteen and the episode resources on our website.

S a3 Lo calwag 53 soiml gl 9 pasyler uss b kol slex 50
The link is in the description.

Lol aloeus gi 3o Mg
Now, watch my second bowling ball.

oS Lanlai 1ya pos Uy Al
Perhaps keep that professional shirt in the shopping basket for now!

Lgals oS5 auss s 3o 1y glady gl y o Yed wanly yugy ol
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