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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Julia, | have found the cheapest coat in the shop.

plosySlag 1y oBngyd codly csiglisl W
That could be useful, but will it keep you warm?

SaS o ensS Lol wanly wigs aula
| had not asked the coat that question yet.

a5y oy 93y 31y g ol i
Welcome to Precision English, from Your English Toolbox.

sl g5 Your English Toolbox 3! Precision English
I am Julia, here with Martin and three expressions that are not quite the same.

Al me SO EBs &S wyle aw g ile b bl jetwa Lo 40
Cheap, affordable, and good value for money.

.good value for money 4 Cheap. affordable
They help us separate the price, our budget, and what we get in return.

oS e @ 3l @y S e oge 33 Sy i 9 glodrag wad WS oo SaS Loyl
Let us begin with cheap.

.08 ¢ 9y cheap L
Cheap means costing little money, especially compared with similar things.

Al gloder b auglio 33 03104 (9 cwBeS ey Cheap
These tickets were cheap because we booked early.

205 933393 e Mg ol leeads ol
There, cheap is a positive thing.

eal ez ¢lasss cheap byl
But cheap can also suggest poor quality, depending on the context.

AS 8 @a 1y ol cud S Wlgd e cheap wumBga 4y diuy Lol
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If | say a bag looks cheap, | am probably criticising how it looks or feels.

oS 0 a8 1y ol juwis b salb a1y dlazs! Jooks cheap oS S usss 3]
So cheap does not always mean bad, but it can sound negative.

Al awals a4l 3lgi e lal iawd 1 o 4 diaa Ccheap
Exactly, and inexpensive can be a more neutral word when you only mean a low price.

Al y5 s 3T e INeXPensive ausS e ly ol cad had By g ldds
Now, affordable.

.affordable Yl
Affordable means that something is within the amount a person or group can reasonably pay.

Sl ly u}wb)g ulg) Jg.a.sz.o)gbd) 09)§ Layd SO oS canl 6‘0.}9.}.}90)..) Sl Cagd sy Affordable
It connects the price to a budget.

A e by axsg 4 ly cad ojly ol
A coat may be affordable for one person but too expensive for another.

Al g8 L 6550 358 gl o e o i gasd gl cunl (See gl S
That means a high price is not automatically unaffordable for everyone.

e Sy gy LBy dan gl lag ) Yl cad juy
And a low price might still be more than someone can spend.

Al yidn suS b ol 1 cusl (Sas pa ol ol > o
Notice the useful pattern: affordable for someone.

ALS a5 affordable for someone sbo izl a
We are looking for a flat that is affordable for our family.

by aals 1y palagia ety olei b oslgils o aewn ilaiyll Jlis
Our third expression is good value for money.

.l good value for money le p g <sybe
Something is good value for money when what you receive is worth the amount you pay.

! good value for money sl auals Iy islays gl iyl auS sa cdliys oS g B9
Think about quality, usefulness or how much is included, not only the number on the label.

REWERY 69).3.3.:_44&59 G 2SS SN g wlaas lada LoyylS s S @
This coat costs more, but it is warm, well made and likely to last.

._))L) ?‘9‘\ Flazs| 9 0 diB g8 9S> s P-S Lol (cn! yu'_)f 9.JL\ Q,ﬂ
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For someone who needs it, it could be good value for money.

Al azals giciadd @ Sawd 193 )l Sleie @l 3L ol @ oS uS ol
That is a judgement about this imagined example, not a promise about an actual product.

Blg Jgame Sy oyl gloacy el JUs Jle SG oLyl el
And something can be good value without being affordable for me right now.

el aaladly gaagss oled Sl paa o Lol aly aials 93 iyl cuwl (San gl o
Precisely.

A worthwhile price and a manageable personal budget are different questions.

Siloglata ¢ 9o 90 93 Capra BB Lasus axagy g ayls e layy i)yl &S uald
Let us test those differences with three situations.

First, a pen costs very little compared with other pens, but you know nothing about its quality.

Als sl e (dsS oyl Lol el Gl Hlews 503 oy Su93 b dunlia 33 38595 1 Sl
Which word tells us only about that low price?

Sl ly ol cauld ui.b.as ojlg plas
Cheap, although inexpensive would sound more neutral.

Ay sa A3 @ i us inexpensive as ya Cheap
Second, a course fits comfortably within the amount you planned to spend.

xS e Ly aals 85 53 (ayS 7a3 gl &S Bl yo oDy 098 SO aia iags
It is affordable for you.

el e sy BB ey gy
Third, a ticket includes an excellent performance and a useful workshop for a reasonable total price.

el Joinn IS cad b asde (aB518 o Jle gyl Jolia el Stpgu
You might call it good value for money.

el good value for money 1y o sl Sas
Now, can an item be cheap but poor value if it breaks immediately?

Faaly aals Lol sy (ad)l wea Wl 1hed ST el waly 13l Slgie gien LT
Yes, a low price does not guarantee a worthwhile purchase.

gyl aass S o) aadl iy oS dl
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Finish this sentence about your own life: for me, good value means...

w2 Jod 3130 33 0o il e gl S JelS lisgs Sy el |y alas ool
Find our comparison activity and vocabulary on the episode page.

A g 393wl o o 1y b o Bilg o glauglia opyal
The link is in the description.

el Oloaud g3 33 A9
Three questions: is the price low, can | afford it, and is it worth the money?

Saylaly yadas iyl L!i_g polaly iaays oled el by cald L’TJ‘é—hﬂ A
And one more question for Martin: are you finally trying the coat on?

TS 50 olxal Iy oy guls ox3 3l i pislo oly Sos Jlow Su g
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