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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, look at your fingertips after that swim.

oS 0 cilealsl Soi g b 3l asy sle
They look like tiny road maps.

Why do our fingers wrinkle in water?

Tgd 0 Sosx Wl 5o laileaSsl 1y
Welcome to Curious English from Your English Toolbox.

sl g5 Your English Toolbox 3 Curious English «
Make a guess before we explore the evidence.

0N s alad sy 3 e
Do fingertips simply soak up water like a sponge?

SaiS o i ol gidl 2o b o) leaSil S U
That is the familiar explanation, but it is not the whole story.

A5 e gl 1y D le dan Lol wnliasl e 55 ol
The wrinkling is linked to changes controlled by the nervous system.

Researchers can observe wrinkling after a person's fingers stay in water for a while.

AS saaliv Iy LS gy ol g LSSl uile Siae 31 g a5lgl oo ol Sa g3y
It is not exactly the same as skin swelling everywhere.

s > dad 33 Cangy 35Spyg Jie BB ol
One question is whether the wrinkles help us grip wet objects.

S s SaS s gl (1858 @ S gsa LT S el el b sy 51 Sy
Grip means hold something firmly.

ol s @Sa 1y g3ex iy Grip
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A study found that people handled submerged objects more quickly with wrinkled fingers.

xS o Ll sigsse 1y oF sa) glearl 0aiSos o leaSil Ly sldl als olas Lamgsy
The researchers suggested the grooves might help move water away from the skin.

AS 599 wug))l Iy UTAJLJJ Loy y L .U.))SJW u'ﬁddbg}g
A later study looked at the force needed to hold wet objects.

A58 ey by s el nlaeSs gly p3Y gosdd amy o3
It found that wrinkling may make grip more efficient in watery conditions.

ALS yinalyS s bl yo 1y Ll (2858 sl S gya oS 35S oaalin Lidgdy ol
That sounds like evidence for a useful effect.

Al agde 51 S5 4 gaals Wlgie ol
But does it prove that fingers evolved for this exact reason?

Sailadly Jols3 Ly cpunn 4y By o Leassl aS e coli Ul Ll
No, that explanation is still a hypothesis.

el 40038 Sy J5i0 o 98 ol
A hypothesis is an idea that can be tested, not a settled fact.

a8 iwlly & ‘JgAjT aleise &S cunl glosyl a3
We should separate what a study observed from what scientists think it might mean.

oS o sl aals canl (San laaisls oS zalsy 311y 05)S sxali Lidgdy aasl by
This pattern may help us handle wet things.

May help is careful language.

Leal $ilbblixa LiyLe May help
It shows possibility, not certainty.

Jy camhad & wan e lis 1y o Kal
Another useful phrase is the evidence suggests.

<l the evidence suggests o aubs oiyle
The evidence suggests that wrinkles can improve handling in some tasks.

A8 g |y Ll Q*S)g 2lgi oo laylS Lans ys @Sy aas e olid salem
And researchers have not proved the evolutionary explanation.

ilosS5 calily LolSS o 58 1 S30030 9
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We should be careful about how strongly we describe the research.

eadly blisa lo iy brogi 1o 1l
One study observed that people moved submerged objects faster with wrinkled fingers.

isls e oSy yigyes |y Ol 53 gl oS gy Lialil b o158l oS 35S ssalie o g3y Sy
A later study tested how efficiently people gripped wet objects.

b S o ly s gLl gaalylS az b alsdl 35S oy iy @93
These results point in a similar direction, but they do not answer every question.

s sad |y Lo ey dad Fewly Lol iyl oylal alive cualsyy S gow @ puls
For example, they do not prove that the wrinkles evolved for this purpose.

Sladly JalS5 yolaie cpl gy S gy a8 ad culi (digad gl
This is a useful way to talk about science.

sl @le o3liys yasSeuso gl gasbe (iigy ol
Researchers observed an effect.

03yS oaalins Iy g3l ol g iy
They suggested one possible explanation.

A5a)S slguing Jas! owd i lagl
More evidence is needed before we treat that explanation as certain.

el 3L gytang aaled 4 ool QT sl o=dad 3l i
Let us review.

oS 3930 1l
Grip means hold firmly.

5818 @Soa ay Grip
A hypothesis is an idea to test.

59031 1y ol olgise oS sl glosyl apdsd
The evidence suggests something, but does not always prove it.

S ad cali 1y o] adias bl oS e oylal ¢34 The evidence suggests
Your turn.

g Cags

If research supports a possibility but does not prove it, what careful phrase can you use?
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The evidence suggests.

.The evidence suggests
In science, separate what researchers observe from what they think may explain it.

S i sas o 1y QT.UM ALS 0 58 S ghax 311y aS e caalie O'ﬁﬁ.&sg}g dq;ﬂ‘(d.c.).)
“The evidence suggests” is careful language when a result supports an idea but does not prove it.

ASS eali 1y C)T Lol (i8S Silecian oaul SU 3l glaoet «S cunl dilblisa Sl «ans o olid salgam wiyle
Listen again at any of the seven speeds on the episode page, from extra slow to super fast.

.S LS super fast 5 extra slIow ;! e yur can 3l plaSya b oyligs Silei e cawd ol dxbo ys
Choose the speed that helps you follow each step of the explanation.

S JWs 1y zed 98 3l dl> 30 30 A 8 SaS oS oS OBy e s
The link is in the description.

el Oloes iy Wigw
Stay curious, and keep asking good questions.

o (185 sl iy 9 Glay oSS
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