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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Julia, look at those trees.

oS o laes s ol Lo
Last month their leaves were green.

Aagy e il Sy aniS ola
Now some are yellow, some are orange, and some are red.

At 30y8 Lo g 2l pams wy) eyl
Why do leaves change colour in autumn?

T 50 Sy sl 3l 5o LSy 1y
Welcome to Curious English, from Your English Toolbox.

sl g3 Your English Toolbox 3 Curious English 4oy «
Before we answer, imagine a green leaf turning yellow.

Do 58 333 dS (S 5ol |y gien 5)_) (o3ls a‘nbﬂ gy s
Was the yellow colour already there, or did the tree make it only in autumn?

T3S adgi |y ui)_u‘.g).).haﬁ S ga b cwnls sgag J.a)‘ 333 3)_) LJT
In many leaves, some yellow colour was already there.

ainls sgg LB 31y 3.3) Slada ‘ng)gﬂ Solews 4o
But why could we not see it before?

First, let us make three useful words clear.

0aS ngy 1y 6338 0flg dw ma sl Tal
A leaf is the flat part that grows on a tree or plant.

IS o Ly oL:SL,)C:o’-)J 89 aS el u.QLo MS)J
One leaf, two leaves.

S35 S
Sunlight is the light that comes from the sun.

Al 5o sudiy g3 3l 6S el 6393 Sudiyg3 53
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If a room gets lots of sunlight, the sun shines into it.

e ol I3 15 ay sediyos S c8liys ool sadiyos 493 8L S
And a pigment is a substance that gives something its colour.

ADS 0 Sy S &Sl glosla Gy o
For example, different pigments can make a leaf look green or yellow.

39 0303 333 b e Sy wgain el wlgi oo it glaailaSy , Jlis ¢l
So we have a leaf, sunlight, and pigment.

e Ll 6ila S5y 9 sudiyos 5od Sy b
Now let us look more closely at the green leaf.

S sy 5B 1y e Sy aplodl>
Leaves contain a green pigment called chlorophyll.

Ainls LdgslS Al ay g Gy sy
Chlorophyll helps the plant use energy from sunlight to make food.

A oslazul 13é el gl asdyes 393 3yl 31 A5 e SeS olS @ JudgylS
In spring and summer, there is usually a lot of green chlorophyll in a leaf.

.J)l.) 39>9 5)4 39 s J.&_g).ls 6.)1.,))’ )L\BA igm ¢OLLJ.‘J.U 9)[@3 BN)
That strong green can hide other colours.

S lei 1y 550 oS5y wilgi e Sysg e off
Think of a bright green curtain in front of a yellow wall.

S 3905 333 6aleas ol 1y (g g Jew glosyy
The yellow is there, but the green is what you notice.

el o S3y 59850 ol 450 &S Ghuar Lol wyls 3929 933 Sy
Then autumn arrives, and the days become shorter in many places.

g oo y50ligS lajgy Ebla 31 gileun 33 g sy oo Sl uges
In many deciduous trees, the green chlorophyll breaks down.

29 50 aydand e b 9IS 538y ity 31 gyl 5a
Break down means that a substance changes into simpler substances.

Sod Lad sieslw slge 4y glosle my oyau ayind
As the green fades, other pigments can become easier to see.

Bod e yiolal Sos cailaSly s s e SiyeS e Sy S3Bg
These pigments can give leaves yellow and orange colours.

Aoy 2yl g ay) Sy Sy 4 wlgi e laails S5, ol
So, in many cases, the yellow was already in the leaf.

cals 592 Sy 5o I8 31833 Sy wslen 3 gxles 33 sy

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-206-transcript/
Read the complete resource online

Content version: af38d78a2f82688c

Page 2


https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-206-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-206-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-206-transcript/

Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - FA - EP 206

It was simply hidden by the stronger green.

oy o olgny IS5 dew i basd
But what about red leaves?

$ysbx 3033 g3y Ll
Some red pigments can be produced during autumn.

g 158 oy Jobo 53 el (Sas jay8 laails Syl an
Different trees have different pigments, and not every leaf follows the same pattern.

AS ad 6934 SIS0 5 oSy 4 g wyls siglaia él.@dj'.)&) @lisen Lis s
The weather and the amount of light can also affect the colours we see.

138 550 arn e S 0S5y 3 1Slg e 36 395 lise 5 Isagl
Notice the useful verb fade.

oS axgifade ¢oyy8 Job @
If a colour fades, it becomes less strong or less bright.

,nguaﬂéof§m5); b oo (g KJ)(QS uij))ﬁ
The green colour fades as chlorophyll breaks down.

e 0 S5yeS JdolS i pind b e S5y
You can use the same word when the colour of an old photograph becomes weaker.

(S oslazal 03lg (paad 3l lgT e a0 S5 yeS @ asad LuSe Su S5y B
The photograph has faded in the sun.

el @3l ;ii) gl.iéi).s Se
Another useful phrase is break down.

ol break down Ss gayylS eyle
Here, we are talking about a substance changing into simpler substances.

S 8 Cuswo yiosla slga 4y osle Sy o Juad oyliys bl
In another context, a car can break down when it stops working.

29 3 el (Sae bl e 58 31 By 93393 S0 tumBgae 5s
The meaning depends on the situation.

Ayl uiuu CumBoa 4 Jna
Let us return to the picture of the green curtain and the yellow wall.

0235533333 5198 9 Jue 035y 35l 4wl
The picture helps us imagine why one colour can hide another.

..\.Su‘.g,ggbé)i)d&).»'y&&)&'ppus)swﬁ&iﬁb4)).)9.0.)U.J|
But a real leaf is not made of curtains and walls.

el oauid 4zl ylous g ouyy 3l 281y Sy Ll
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Its colours come from substances inside the leaf.

Al 50 3929 4 Sy o goloe 3l ol STy
Autumn does not make every tree produce the same colours.

Some leaves become yellow, others develop red tones, and some turn brown.

Ao 0 gl05g8 B3 9 1S e lag Ja B glackd by Wigd e 333 Sy Lae
Two trees on the same street may have different colours.

Al aals u)_g'.nu 6‘.&3&) Cewl (Saa ubLo- S0 SS9 9
That can depend on the kind of tree and its conditions.

il aials (Suan o byl g e300 g ol @ 3ilgie g 9oe (il
Now it is your turn.

Lewgd cagl Yl
If green chlorophyll fades, what might become more visible in the leaf?

a9 iy Sal Sy 3o ol (Sao ey 4 wod SiyeS uw JudoylS S
Yellow and orange pigments that were already there.

Acials sz LB 3l aS oyl g ayd L;Lma.il.:ﬁj)
And does every red colour have to be there all summer?

Fauly aals 59> g QLLU..QU r’xLA)')_) LS)A)_Q Kj))m o eji L\T
No, some red pigments can be produced during autumn.

A aded 1ol o Canl (San 3038 éL@AijJ) -t TREY]
Before we finish, let us use these words in a different situation.

oS oolazal wglae mBaa ys ojly ool 3l aala (Ll 31 i
Imagine you have a bright red shirt, and you leave it in strong sunlight for many months.

(8138 oo aptye wga yoi 33 Wole Iy ol 9 guls gy 9 3038 alse oS yoal
Over time, the colour may fade.

That means the red becomes less bright than it was before.

IS e lagy 3288 (Saiis s I8 @y S 3oy S5y iy
Now think about an old photograph on a sunny windowsill.

S 558 0oy 3 S0l ad goy agad uSe @l
Its colours can fade too.

g &)ﬁs A5lgS 0 3 QT 6‘&’&)
The photograph has not turned into a leaf, but we can use the same verb.

0S oslazasl J28 ylad 31 @uilgiie Lol woesl o Juas Sy 4y uSe
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Here is one final question about the trees.

el e gy oyl SLly iy S
Does the green colour simply cover the yellow like a real curtain?

ailingy e ly a3 Sy oy dad =8l 08y Sy aiile Juw S5y L
No, the curtain is a comparison that helps us picture how one colour can hide another.

AS&QL@Q‘)&)&J&JJ@&&)&MJQ@Q&&ASdSM'MSJDJH;M
In the leaf, those colours come from different pigments.

..\.:.JTUA 3959 @ il élmdleEi) 3 Xy ol Sy s
Next time you see a colourful tree, remember that each leaf is telling a little story about light and change.

IS o 395 3 9 398 31 S oS lals Sy 3o oS nl azals sl @ gags S5IE5 1558 oS asy asds
On our website, you can read the transcript while you listen and choose the speed that is comfortable for you.

Ll caly coly oS (S 0Bl y eyw g Slodaly ca oals ngfflf.& Sleie bo cglugg s
The direct link is in the episode description.

Ayl 138 Cianwd sl iloeo gl s @adtiue Lo
Thanks for joining us at Your English Toolbox.

el Swlew 5393 ol 300 Lo Ly Your English Toolbox ys «<ul 3
See you next time.

Ay ylaaa
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