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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Martin, have you ever watched a creator so often that their voice feels familiar?

Sanly Lual egly uinlao &S gloass Iy lgimn oauSa g &JJ.\BUT Joal L‘T‘u.d)Lc
Yes, sometimes | recognise the way they speak before | even see the screen.

ORI A el |y oo 09ud axduo yaus 3 i i a8 Ll
You might hear people describe a connection like that as parasocial.

ALS 5o bo gl selainladn by Jlagwhy |y oLl e pase goiiy wla
Welcome to Viral English, from Your English Toolbox.

sl g5 Your English Toolbox ;! Viral English «
Today we are exploring the phrase parasocial relationship.

S o sy y el lawn dayly iy parasocial relationship eiyle 390!
It appears in conversations about creators, celebrities, and fictional characters.

Ao e 0aus Slials clacouasii g yogdn alydl dgima BauSadgi oylys logSusS ya eiyle ol
Before we explain it, imagine you watch a creator every week.

(S se Linlad |y Igiioen 0auSad g8 SG azan 3 oS 908 s 63 3l g
You know their stories, their favourite films, and their usual jokes.

v‘uL‘uvA Iy ol JQAM R RSPV L;LQ[QL«B ;LQQLLA'J
Does that automatically mean you are close personal friends?

Sasiud asno oliugs lad sy sg3apsgs ol U
Not necessarily.

Logy @
A parasocial relationship is a sense of connection someone feels with a public figure or character they do not
know personally.

Aalis sad Lasaa |y ol &S I ys apls cacasean b oy S b &S cewl bLayl julus! elazslais ddasl
o )9 SENCS] + 2 R9AE 04 2 Y oA el 1)
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It is often described as one-sided.

S50 hpoh by Sy el abyly ol
That means the follower may know a lot about the creator, while the creator does not know that particular
follower in the same personal way.

o IS ylaa a1y yols oauS Jlis ol saiSagi oS o o wilay saiSagi oyl eoby gloies conl (San 0auS JLis s
The word is not new, and the idea did not begin with social media.

A0 el el ] cladiluy b ol ol g Cawd auas o3lg ol
People have discussed connections with performers and fictional characters for many years.

AL 8 o Sliwls glaccuasids g lae e b bLdyl oybys pase dS Cenla Yl
But the word is useful today when people talk about videos, podcasts, and online communities.

el uta 03lg ol el goler g locauSsl dagaaug oylys 9SS p&ia g0l Lol
Let us say the phrase slowly.

2050 axaal 1y oyle sl
Parasocial relationship.

selazslaun dayly :Parasocial relationship
Now listen in a sentence.

Agidn dlas SG g ly OT%L&
She feels a parasocial connection with a writer she has followed for years.

by el laan byl julust 0358 JLis o Il &S glosiugi b o
That sentence describes her sense of connection, not a confirmed personal friendship.

Ly oaaanli Sasad Siwgs Sy 4 S e drogi 1y ol bliyl julus! das oyl
Our first related phrase is feel connected to someone.

el oS b b3yl elus! ey feel connected to someone b by wyle o dol
You might feel connected to a creator because their stories are meaningful to you.

Aiylabise culy Jiolaylials o S bliyl el glosiuSadei b el (Saa
The phrase does not by itself tell us whether the connection is mutual.

AL el adybogs bLIH LT S g8 ai bo 4y el a3 &slee ol
Our second phrase is one-sided relationship.

el adyb Sy dayly sy One-sided relationship la pgs wiyle
One-sided means the involvement or knowledge is not shared equally by both sides.

e Syan yly yaba Byb gy s e lun by eSSl ¢like 2y One-sided
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For example, a listener may recognise a presenter's voice while the presenter has never met that listener.

el 03355 B 1y ol 3530 cymmn oS Il yo awlidy 1y gymen oo sl (Saa glonigus o ¢l
That does not mean listening to a podcast is a bad thing.

el gy 318 Sl o gty 6 oS e La oylay ol
Enjoying someone's work, learning from it, or feeling comforted by it is not automatically a problem.

s ISia 393 asngs ol b 8l (ialyT b o] 51 o85S sl oS LIS 31 ags il
And simply being a fan does not necessarily mean someone has a parasocial relationship.

by selaalawn dayly ousS oS cud e ol 4 lagl) (ags sladyb Byo o
The phrase becomes useful when we want to describe the feeling of a personal connection that is not a mutual
friendship.

We can also use more everyday language.

oS oolaial yose3ay ol 3l ailei o (sinan
For example, | feel as if | know that creator, even though we have never met.

esloauni 1y sSuan B0 oSl b el oo 1y 0auSadei ol @S o pulue|: s gly
Or, their videos feel familiar to me.

e Ll @ly Jiolagaag b
There is another useful distinction in the word mutual.

Sls sgmg 5Sus wda skl S mutual olg s
Mutual means shared by both people or sides.

Aaly Syiia Byb b 36 93 30 e oS iz e Mutual
If two friends know and support each other, their friendship can be mutual.

Al J)Ln.uo _U‘QJQ.A ol siwgs (wiS culas g aiwliiy Iy )§_JJSJ Can 9 99 )§|
In a parasocial connection, the feeling of knowing someone is generally not shared in the same personal way.

e Syrin Syl gn ya s s S laa w dgana wS sl Gulue ] elais s byl s
Online interaction can be more complicated than this example, so pay attention to the actual situation.

S 4yl 28l cumBon @ Ly s Soasany Jlio ol il cal (Saa Ml Jolss
Our goal is to understand the language, not to label every listener or creator.

DS ol Ly oaiaid 3@ ay (3) ey @ el ) (34agd Lo Baa
Everyday sentences may be clearer than using a technical word in every conversation.

Al ¢SS ya g seuass 03lg So 3l oslaial 31 ySepigy ol (San 03039y ddlas
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Consider one more example from a familiar setting.

353 510 o Ll eBge yo 1y 5Ss Jlie Sy
A listener hears the same radio host every morning on the way to work.

A a i8S asly g laa w8 oly 38 o ya glosigun
Over time, the host's voice and stories may become part of the listener's daily routine.

g oaigd diligy Moy il sdse cuul (Saa gyme gloyliwls g las (o) cuniS b
The listener might feel that the host is familiar and comforting.

RG] e .L)i'mbig L.‘UT\SJM_\JS\)-LDOAJS.&JJ Cew] San
That feeling can be meaningful, even if the host does not know the listener personally.

The word parasocial describes the kind of connection, rather than telling us whether the listener is right or
wrong.

A8 e ol by o ys 005 gy 3065y aSul & AiS e ddeo gl Iy bliyl g ob elainlawn o3lg
When a writer uses the word critically, look at the surrounding sentence to understand the point they are
making.

S 080 T Blsbl dlax a4y y2yskaio 0gd glsr 0 ) @ golasl IS @ 1y 0319 gloniunss 89
Now let us practise.

oS ad Al
Someone enjoys a musician's songs but knows almost nothing about the musician's life.

il ol (Sady onliys e Ll Lol s yise 08 olaisuse Su glaSial 5l ous
Can we automatically say that they have a parasocial relationship?

Sasls Lelazalawn dayly ol @sSs 3934355 aslgi e Ll
No, enjoying the music alone does not establish that.

A8 ad cally g g e @ Gixase 3l ey ol @
Here is another example.

A viewer feels personally close to a creator they watch often, although the creator does not know them
personally.

sl i Lasan 1y ol 0aSagd imsa yls s (Suss Luluos] 1S oo Lalad (el oS gloauSadgi b gloacis
What phrase might describe that connection?

TuS o gi |y LAyl ol Wlgi e Ghle ax
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A parasocial relationship, or a parasocial connection.

oelaznlas byl | Lelaz e byl
The context matters, and we should avoid using the word to judge someone too quickly.

S wolad LuS o3lys 393 s 05l ¢l b auld o sl nge disa)
On our website, you can review the meaning, examples, and usage notes for this expression.

2SS yo3a ly @yl ol 33 ladiSG 5 o Jlio (20 151850 Lo calugig 43
The link is in the episode description.

el Caud ol aloeud gl gs Aiga
Thanks for joining us for Viral English.

ol Rl Viral English s las ol s 3l
See you next time.

Ay ylaaa
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