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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

It was a busy morning in the village square.

oy lwgy glage 3o ol oo
One ox faced a hundred carts.

g9 0sbiuwnl alyl oyl 4 33 o8 S
A whole village watched.

23540 085 gy JS

The farmer shouted.
2y als jyolas

The ox did not move.
S5 eSSy g8

Why did the ox freeze?

Faliwl eSy> 3l OL@.?U 9l§ >
Welcome to Short Stories with Peter, from Your English Toolbox.

el g5 Your English Toolbox 31 Short Stories with Peter «
Today'’s story is called The Ox and the Hundred Carts.

Syls pb eyl o g 35 98 3934l oliwls
Settle in, and let us begin.

,(n.ﬁ.ZSJ‘Léjb QMIJUM C.«:>|)
Many years ago, a farmer lived near a busy village.

A0S oo S ol liugy Sy (Sa3 38 3yolaS S i ol
He owned a strong ox who helped him carry heavy loads.

xS 50 SaS S glayly Jas g gl s oS caals g68 o8 Sy ol
After each day's work, the farmer fed him and brushed the dust from his back.

S35 e Sby ety 5y 5le 9 358 g ala e 138 ol g 3yolasS IS gy 50 31wy
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When the farmer called, the ox knew his voice.

sl 1y ol oo o8 xS las jylis «§ oKa
One morning, the farmer watched the ox pull a loaded cart up a hill.

A28 03 a3 3 sl slalyl o8 oS ws 30LaS xeo 3oy S0
He felt proud, and he wanted the whole village to see what the animal could do.

S5 digize ) Glou (ol oS dien Liwgy JS cunlgsa 9 35Sho s3] ol
You are stronger than any ox | have seen.

s 35 698 pagy oy &S ¢l K3 o8 3o 3l o3
At the market, several men were preparing a long row of empty carts.

A3sS e oslal S8 slaalyl 3l ausy 3 1 ol s
The farmer pointed towards them.

35S oLl godd o 4y jyolas
My ox could pull all one hundred carts.

The men looked at the carts, then at the farmer.

338 085 y9liS @y g g laaylyl 4 ylaya
One hundred carts?

f@bl o

He made a bet, and the villagers joined the carts together.

535S Jog pa a1y oyl loliagy o oy by ol
A crowd gathered around the square.

el @ 338 Glags Blybl ys ool cuman
The ox stood at the front of the line.

399 oaliugl s gols 33 o8
He had pulled heavy loads before, but never with so many people watching.

2398 By 33 pal dad l b cBs3e g 391 03438 0y oS glasly MB
The farmer could hear the crowd whispering.

Skicga 9y pase daja) glao jyolis
Suddenly, his pride changed into worry.

ad L e 1585 @ aygse oS
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He pulled sharply at the rope and shouted at his old companion.

Move, you useless animal.

In his anger, the farmer struck the ox and called him names.

The ox had never heard that voice from him before.

He stood still.

The farmer called again, but the carts did not move.

The villagers watched in silence.

At last, the farmer admitted that he had lost the bet.

He paid what he had promised and walked home beside the ox.

That evening, the farmer sat outside the stable.

You have pulled heavier loads for me before.

What happened today?

In this old tale, the ox could answer him.

You used to speak to me kindly.

Today, you called me useless and struck me.
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| was frightened, and | could not work with you that way.

@S ) gyshanl o5 b piadgial o pags sk i (o
The farmer looked down at the rope in his hands.

YWY o8 cunls Cewy 33 oS ol w jyglas
The crowd had seen his pride, but the ox had felt his anger.

S L).‘ul_.u_>| Iy 9| {644}9@ Lol (aiauas 1y 9‘)9).&. EXEV:
| was wrong to treat you like that.

pasS yldy wlal gyeaml 5 payS ol o
| am sorry | struck you and called you names.

2355 555 &5 4y g p3) Ay o @ &S @bulie
I will not do it again.

Sl oSl s
The ox listened, and the farmer gave him food and water.

Al gig 132 gl @ jyglas g ol u""9§ 9L<
An apology could not change what had happened.

o8y 3.5 gy 0aludl S u.9‘.m‘ gl UQIPJ.LC_ @
Let us try again tomorrow.

oS 2 039 1538yl
The next morning, the farmer returned to the village with the ox.

a8l Lisgy 4 o8 b 3yolasS awy joy e
He had fed him well and placed a simple garland of flowers around his neck.

Ao axaliS 138 you S 3l el gladls g osls lie wgs ol @
The same hundred carts stood in the square.

Aiagy oalianl ylawa o wlyl o laa
Are you going to try once more?

§ S o 03 3L 4 glosue
The farmer nodded, but he did not turn to the crowd.

eSSy cuman cow @ Lol wls IS 1y oy jyolas
This time, he faced the ox.

A 9319y 98 b ol 5L oyl
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He checked the harness and loosened his grip on the rope.

838 cews ya i Ja ly ol g 35S wyn |y o8 Bl
Good friend, take your time.

OS5 dlxe jags Cawgs
We can try together, if you are ready.

sl oslal a8l 0uS oylozal @ b psisd o
The farmer waited.

91 B jyolas
The ox stepped forward and put his weight against the harness.

s lal gl arly J23e o wdy ol 08 o8
The first cart moved, then the next, then the whole long line.

iy o Gl alad plosils o gass ailyl amy xS <SSy Jol il
The wheels rolled slowly across the square.

SagSs30 olas s sebl @ lag s
The villagers stepped aside and watched the final cart pass the place where the first one had stood.

93 0Lzl ailyl gl oS 3338 1o e 3 wlyl usST oS s g axdy HUS Ll
The farmer had proved his claim, but that was not what stayed with him.

Ailay 8L ol b oS 598 ghax sl Lol gy 0355 calily sg3- glesl jyolas
On the walk home, he kept his hand light on the rope and spoke gently to the ox.

S Cumo alyl s g8 L g cunls &S5 Ol goy 1y Lictws @l 4y <83l oly 3o
End of the story.

obials oL
Now, let’s dive into the language and break down some of the key vocabulary from the story.

05 0b 1 ol e @slie g 03l Wiz g @S Ly 1y lisls b3 anlo dl>
First, to make a bet means to agree that someone will gain or lose something depending on what happens.

A3 oo s 3L JJQTL’A Cewd w1y ghumr bl s0 oS Blasl ulal y 6338 oS cewl ol 28 3y lima @y gab g
The farmer made a bet about the hundred carts.

oy atuy by alyl so oyliys jyolas
Next, to boast means to speak too proudly about what you or someone close to you can do.

A3 By ol o3lys g 4 Hl3adl LSS5 31 Sy b sss glo abled 4 a1 iy imy «bo@SH s
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He boasted about the ox in front of the villagers.

23S gy 338 Liwgy paye ilds 33 98 3550 33 ol
A companion is someone who spends time or works with you.

The ox had been the farmer’s companion through many seasons.

,C;..Mo.ssg )’)9[.'25 ol)m J@Q NSRS ng BN) 9l§
To admit you were wrong means to say honestly that you made a mistake.

&3S olezal in GBslo oS ayl glima 4y (1S olezal 4y Sl el
The farmer admitted he had lost the bet and treated the ox badly.

.C’&A‘OJ)S)LIQ_;AJ.QSL;Q&‘AI@Q Iy by oS 538 Blyel jyglas
Finally, take your time is a kind way to say that someone does not need to hurry.

A dlee S p3Y S S el ol 288 o1y diliawgs gy «take your time» (Ll 5o
The farmer used those words when he spoke to the ox the second morning.

35S oslazal 3)Sa Cuso 9B b pos o S By gy wlalS ol jyslas
Now, why did the ox stop at the first attempt?

Sad b8gia madli ol 33 9B Iy N>
The farmer frightened and hurt him by shouting, striking him and calling him names.

3331 0 3Lugi 1y ol (a3 adgd 9 udansd (a33lisé b jyolas
And what changed before the second attempt?

saludl L;!Lml 4 pos u.u)b)l J.‘Q 9
He apologised, loosened his hold on the rope and waited until the ox was ready.

29 oslal g8 15 wila shaiia o us)iy&b Iy old 55 Lalesyie
On the episode page, you can read the story, explore its vocabulary and slow down the audio whenever you
need to.

S aznl |y o agsls 3L oS plaj 50 9 auS Ly Iy ol §85l9 ilosa 1y gliwls wilgi o wnud amao 33
The direct link is in the description.

Thank you for listening, and | will see you next time.
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