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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Imagine | walk into a shop in Britain because | need a new pair of trousers.

podo Ll 3 Lallagyd syls suax Hlolsn SH a3 gl auS Ho.08
| ask the assistant, where can | find the pants?

S ey @ilgi o IS 1 pants Qa3 50 didng 38 3
What might the assistant think you are looking for?

S iad 3z ax YLy S S8 el S oaiing )8
| am thinking of clothes to wear over my legs.

Sodi e 0oy laly oy S @S 8 55 wld @ e
But in Britain, the assistant might understand pants as underwear.

Aagds 13 yuld clisa @y 1y pants sacigyd cowl (San Lty 4o Lal
Today we are using an imagined situation to explore a real difference in English.

S 5o 0alataal oSSl 3 5o (9Bly (Sl sy gl Sl camBaa S 3l 3gsal
Welcome to What Does That Even Mean?, from Your English Toolbox.

Ausal g5 Your English Toolbox 31 What Does That Even Mean «
Let us go back to the shop.

2355 0Blangsd @y
| have learned that pants means the clothes | wear over my legs.

o mlaly gg)y oS 390 S Lwld 4 pants «S plad S s, e
| have heard it in American films, and | am looking for a pair to wear to work.

o 318 Joa 33 asdioy sl olsla JLis o ploasia 1Syl glaalid 3 1y 0319 ol
So | ask, excuse me, where can | find the pants?

SS lag @ilgi e S 1y pants s wisey jpwss o u
The assistant may understand the word in its British sense and show you the underwear section.

s olad o @ 1y 3 peld 280 9 aagds ol 2Ll slins @ 1y 0319 oaraigsd ol (Sas
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| look at the shelves and realise that these are not the clothes | had in mind.

ezl A 3y oS Cewd aold )l pois o axgis g @S 0 o0 ladwad
Your question makes sense if you learned the American meaning.

The misunderstanding comes from a word that can mean different things in different varieties of English.

Al awals Jolate gl sma 197 0 u_,.u_l.lf.ﬂ alisea éLamjgf 93 S s s b glojlg 3l ealdie g cpl
So what should | ask for in that British shop?

Spalasa giaxr 4wl lobuy oBlagyd ol s uy
You can say, excuse me, where can | find the trousers?

TS lagy @ilgi oo S 1y laylolas apdisen 1 2650 Slgin
Where can | find the trousers?

TS lagy @ilgise xS 1y laylslas
Trousers usually means the piece of clothing that covers your legs from your waist down.

Sligs oo ool @ 3aS 31y Lol oS 39 e widS wld a4 Ygasa trousers o3lg
For example, | wear black trousers to work.

90 o 5ol ) oo ey 8y gl o (Jlio gl
And in American English, someone might call those same clothes pants.

Soly pants 1y (el glas usS el (Sao 8030l LuwdSSl s o
Yes, although individual usage can vary.

Al wiglase Wlgi oo sly8l 5 ysylS Wi ya als
In British English, pants commonly means underwear.

el 1y gl clina @ Ygana pants  liloy wdSSl s
So the same word may point to two different parts of my wardrobe.

A8 oylal o uld aaS 3l glata sy 98 4 SSlgTsa 0lg S g
Exactly, and the situation and the people speaking will help you understand which meaning is intended.

Leal yolria gme plaS agay 3iS e SaS gi 4 1S 8 Cuoo &S (gol38] g omBoa g a0
Now let us add a useful phrase for buying clothes.

oS adlol ld w3 gl asde wyle S aplodl>
| need a pair of trousers.

2ol 3 slola Sy a4y e
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We often use a pair of with trousers, even when we are talking about one item of clothing.

S o oo uld Sy oylys By i (euiS oo 0slazwl @ pair of 3l trousers ol yaa 2l L
You can say, | need a pair of trousers for work.

213 365 slokis Sy @ 1S gl i 650 Slgie
Or, 1 would like a pair of black trousers.

e2lo3 o (S ylola Soh
If you see one item and like it, you can say, those trousers look comfortable.

Sy o s @y el Hlola o 1S Sleie (al arals cangs 1y ol o s uld S5
Notice that we say those trousers are, rather than that trousers is.

that trousers is « those trousers are eugS 0 «5 (S axo5
The two legs help me remember that the word behaves like a plural.

A8 o ylidy pan wuila 031y ol «S Lilay paly S 0 SaS o 4y azly g0
And a pair of trousers is still one item.

el uld S o liswa @ pair of trousers
Suppose the shop assistant has understood, but you need a different size.

618 3L 0Sua 0315l s g Lol sl o a ga daiigyd oS (o8
Could I try these trousers in a larger size?

5'915 u\:;u.d))g)y élojl_\_ﬂ)_\ b )|9L'}.v qu {QJ‘QJUA
That is a clear, polite question.

el Blisga g gy (sdenyy o2
You might also ask, where can | try them on?

1S o3 by ol @lgie S s Slgioe uinan
Try them on means put the clothes on briefly to see how they fit.

el 0315l gy o U s alisS was ¢y ly wld e try themon ogle
In many shops, the assistant may point you towards the fitting rooms.

Ao lad gi as by gy clo 3BT oaingyd sl Sas laoBingyd 31 gylows 3o
Once you have tried the trousers on, you can describe the fit.

el 031051 g a3 b od gl e v g3)S 92 1y slela B
These trousers are too long, or these trousers fit well.

el 031031 g ol sl b il saly LS slola ol
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That helps the assistant understand what you need next.

613 3L dx dalal yo sagdy WS e SaS oaiingyd w ol
If the assistant shows you something unexpected, you do not need a complicated explanation.

(81 3L slosorg pad o ay ads Lid o  osbatie e iy oardigyd S
| can say, sorry, | mean trousers.

el slolan ayolhie et 102650 @ilgi 0
Or, | am looking for trousers to wear to work.

s 3IS Jono 33 oS it gyloln JUos oLy
Those extra words make your meaning clear.

AL o gy |y @yglaie JBLol glaoily ol
And the assistant has a chance to help me find the right section.

@IM')MJJJMAS&ASK)AQMSGAIMMJBOMQPS
No one has to be wrong for a misunderstanding to happen.

Ay 0538 olaial L uS Cuwd p3Y @oldieguw ol i gl
Sometimes people have simply learned or used different varieties of English.

Aoy y8 b wilazd S sl Iy wy..«.‘i)‘)l iolata 6‘.!3439§ B yo alydl vml?
Now let us try a quick challenge.

(s ploil oligS ally S anlo Yl
You are in a British clothes shop looking for the item that covers both legs.

Ailaigs oo 1y b 99 50 oS 6335 50 wld Jls 9 twa sl jeld oBaigyd S 5o
Which word is a clear choice: trousers or pants?

spants L trousers el ¢yicuigy Bl o3lg plasS
Trousers.

.Trousers
You could ask, where can | find the trousers?

S8 lag @lai e xS |y ylslas s uyer Jlsise
Now imagine an American friend says, | bought a new pair of pants.

A 20 PANES S 0sS e Ol S0l Cangs oS sei Yl
What does pants normally mean in that sentence?

Tayls wlss an Ygans dax ol y3 pants ojlg
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In American English, it normally means trousers.

el ylglis cline ay Ygane ( S sal LudSSl 4o
And in a British context, it may mean underwear instead.

Al ) peld glse 4y cnl (Sas ool <8l s g
If  am unsure, | can ask what the person means.

ez gadds ol yshaie @ pilsie eals iakre S|
That is often more useful than guessing.

el 3y a3l yiasbs Ygasa oyl
Let us return to our imagined shop.

o383 lesgs LS oBagyd 4y
| say, sorry, | am looking for a pair of trousers for work.

st 1S gl slalin Sy Jlis wagdisen 1pasS e
The assistant points you towards the right section.

CX g uLlust.\ b G 33 gy D.\J.«.'Zlg)é
Now | know how to explain what | need and why the first question could have led somewhere else.

s 63503 gl 4 T30 agr o Sae Jol Mg 132 5 0o w98 1 pild digSsy @ila e dl>
One word, two common meanings, and a much clearer conversation.

Bordiay sleun 26595 9 il glina 93 w03le S
On our website, you can read this example, explore the vocabulary and choose the listening speed that suits
you.

S DIl 1y waes canlio gylagit ce g 9 S uiyp 1y o B3l (Slesu |y Jle cpl Slgi e e coluasg 5s
The link is in the episode description.

L] Caud cpl Oloaud gl 43 g
Thanks for learning with us.

el Sl 638 0 3 Lo b sl 5
See you next time.

A2y =8y G
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