
Your English Toolbox

TRANSCRIPT · EPISODE 220

Are You Still Open? Asking About Opening Hours

English learning resource · EN

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-220-transcript/

Read the complete resource online

Content version: c83fe284c0b81d32
Page 1

Full episode script · English

87 lines

Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Julia, I am standing outside the library.

Is the door open?

Yes, but a sign says the library will close soon.

Then you need one useful question before you go inside.

Are you still open?

Exactly.

Today we will practise three ways to ask about opening hours without guessing.

Welcome to Everyday Useful Expressions, from Your English Toolbox.

Imagine you arrive at a café in the evening.

You see someone inside, but you are not sure whether the café is still serving customers.

You can ask, are you still open?

Are you still open?

Still asks whether something is continuing now.

The café was open earlier, but is it open at this moment?

The person might say, yes, we are open for another hour.

Or, sorry, we are closed now.

If the answer is yes, your next question may be, what time do you close?

What time do you close?

That asks for the closing time.

You might hear, we close at eight.

Or, we close in ten minutes.

At eight gives a time on the clock.

In ten minutes tells you how much time remains from now.

Let us put those questions together.

Excuse me, are you still open?

Yes, we are.
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What time do you close?

We close at eight.

Thank you.

Simple, clear, and useful.

Now imagine that you are planning a visit for next weekend.

You do not need to know whether the shop is open right now.

You need to know about a different day.

Ask, are you open on Sundays?

Are you open on Sundays?

On Sundays usually asks about Sundays in general.

The answer might be, yes, we are open on Sundays from ten until four.

Or, no, we are closed on Sundays.

If you mean one particular Sunday, you could ask, are you open this Sunday?

That difference can be useful on a holiday weekend.

The usual hours and this Sunday's hours may not be the same.

What if you want to plan the start of your visit?

Ask, what time do you open?

That asks for the opening time, not the closing time.

For example, the answer might be, we open at nine in the morning.

You can also ask, what time do you open tomorrow?

Adding tomorrow makes the day clear.

And if you hear a time but are unsure, it is fine to check.

You could say, did you say nine in the morning or nine in the evening?

Then listen to the answer before you make your plans.

On a telephone call, the person may speak more quickly than you expect.

You can ask, could you repeat the time, please?

That is a useful way to check without pretending you understood.

There is another detail that can change your plans.

Sometimes a café is open, but its kitchen stops serving food earlier.

If you want dinner rather than a drink, you can ask, are you still serving food?

The answer might be, yes, the kitchen closes at nine.

Or, sorry, we are only serving drinks now.

The building is still open, but the service you need may have finished.
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At a library, the same idea can apply to a particular desk or service.

You could ask, is the information desk still open?

That is more precise than asking only about the building.

Now imagine someone tells you, we close at half past seven.

Half past seven means seven thirty.

If the time matters, you can repeat it back.

So you close at seven thirty, is that right?

A quick check can save you from arriving after the doors have closed.

And you have practised another natural exchange in English.

Let us practise choosing the right question.

You are outside a shop right now and wonder whether it is still serving customers.

What can you ask?

Are you still open?

You know the shop is open, but you want the closing time.

Your turn.

What time do you close?

Now you want to know whether the library usually opens on Sundays.

What can you ask?

Are you open on Sundays?

Let us return to Martin outside the library.

Excuse me, are you still open?

Yes, but we close in ten minutes.

Then I have just enough time to return this book.

And next time, you can check the hours before leaving home.

On the episode page, you can read the transcript and practise five extra expressions for everyday situations.

The link is in the description.

Thanks for learning with us.

See you next time.
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