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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Two friends promised to stay together as they crossed a quiet wood.

Ailay @ LS P‘JT S 3l e Plims Aols Jo8 Cwgs 93
Then a bear stepped onto the path.

Ay ypnn 3ylg oy pugan
Only one friend could reach the lowest branch of a tree.

Ay By as L o yiol 4 cuwdlgi e cangs ga ol 31 S0 badd
Would they still trust each other when the bear was gone?

FuiasS o slazel JS0uSy @ oid Gy 1y 3l ug L
Welcome to Short Stories with Peter, from Your English Toolbox.

sl ngs Your English Toolbox 31 Short Stories with Peter 4ol s as
Today | am telling a new adaptation of The Travellers and the Bear, a fable traditionally attributed to Aesop.

2950 0318 ol Qo3| @ s yoboay oS oS> @S e Calgy 1y « a3 g (lydluer 31 glo3U uaai3ls jgsal
Listen for what Ben does, and for what Eli says afterwards.

A gl 30 ol 3l amy I &S By g a8 e o S S @
Ben and Eli had walked together since early morning.

Ay e obpﬁhbag)&o)l uJ‘_gog
Their path led through a wood towards the next town.

by gamy Sygd gom 4y JSia e 3l ol yene
We should reach the town before the light fades.

ey S3gd 4 1o Gt Sl 31 e b
We will stay together if anything goes wrong, right?

§an] Cawnys (asila o pa yUS by iy u&mﬁ|
Right.
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Ben noticed a tree growing beside the path.

A2 g SUS 1y 2353 0
Eli was looking ahead when the bushes moved.

sy oS5 ladigs oS 35S 0 o5 gl as I
A large bear came out and stopped in front of them.

Sl ooyl co3asgy o sl oy (So3s puss
Eli, there is a bear.

For one moment, neither friend moved.

Aiayesd S5 slaSae gladasd ¢l
Then Ben dropped his bag and ran to the tree.

293 B3 gow 4y 9 3)S lay |y (e S o asy
Ben, wait for me.

lay palaiie (g
Ben was taller, and he caught the lowest branch.

B Sy sl il 9 35 Fadiad o
He pulled himself up.

AeS AL 1y Giags-
Eli ran to the tree, but the lowest branch was beyond his reach.

Ay oad a3l ool 4 lal wges ey gaw a4 I
Behind Eli, the bear was coming closer.

s oo PSGP s (I iy
Ben, give me your hand.

o oy |y s (o

Ben looked down, but he did not reach for Eli.

2S5 3158 I g9 a1y pactns Lol 35S 085 s @y o
In his panic, Eli lay flat on the ground.

AedS 38 opaa 9y xS s 31 I
He held his breath and tried to keep still.

Ailay ES 3> 4 gS 9 9)S e |y wds
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The bear sniffed Eli's coat.

Then it lowered its head beside his ear.

Above them, Ben held tightly to the branch.

At last the bear turned away.

It walked back through the bushes and disappeared.

For several seconds, Eli remained on the ground.

Then he sat up and took a long breath.

Ben climbed down from the tree and picked up his bag.

His hands were still shaking.

Are you all right?

| am here.

It looked as if the bear whispered something in your ear.

What did it tell you?

Eli looked at his friend before answering.

It told me to be careful about the friends | rely on when danger comes.
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Of course, the bear had said nothing.

9y 4SS iy S |
Ben opened his mouth, but Eli had already turned towards the town.

a9y 48y Sy g9 4 Bty I ll oS 30 plas o
Ben followed a few steps behind.

End of the story.

olials (LG
Now, let’s dive into the language and break down some of the key vocabulary from the story.

003 20055 1y ol pge W)lie iz g @uS ey [y liasls ol sl dl>
First, to rely on someone means to trust that person to help or support you.

AS e colas 63 31 L SaS oF e ol aSl @ als slazel iy «rely on someone» (cuuss
Eli had hoped to rely on Ben when the bear appeared.

A8 Ol o gy Alow i yalls s By sgs slgacal JI
You can also rely on a colleague to finish an important task.

UAS g,\[“o-)lim e RL IR L;)‘S PL}Q‘ 6|)“~' u.)nguA 0D
Next, beyond his reach means too far away for him to touch or get to.

Ay ol b oS ieued WlgE sl gl oS el you a8 4] o3 i «beyond his reachy s
The lowest branch was beyond Eli’s reach.

S S ey 3l ygs asla il
A shelf may be beyond your reach if it is too high.

Al o8 Lyt 3y el (Saa sl by LS clawad (SI
Then, to hold your breath means to stop breathing for a short time.

O30S e 1y s alisS was ¢ly ey «<hold your breath» |y
Eli held his breath while the bear was near him.

25 e |y s 391 ST axs By )
You might hold your breath when you swim under water.

Finally, to face something alone means to deal with it without another person’s help.

oA 939y seBge U uS SaS ou ey «face something alone» ., LL 3
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Eli faced the frightening moment alone.

nliS yus ey olgsa |y SMﬂWOTLyH
You might face a hard decision alone.

.69 93439y &olods puaal b ulgSa cod yoome syl
Now answer two questions about the story.

03y Fenly oy lanls o3l a9 4 dl>
What did Ben do when the bear appeared?

T3S dx (g yolbs s 8y
He climbed a tree and left Eli below.

What did Eli mean by the bear’s advice?

$a9 4z LS «Comgad 3l I yolaie
Eli meant that he could no longer rely on Ben, because Ben left him alone with the bear.

a9y axaliS g s b1y ol o oz S Slu o g9 Casdlgi sad Ko oS s ol I yskae
Would you still trust Ben?

fgasS o0 slazel o @ joi o3 L
Read the story and explore more useful expressions on the episode page.

e Caaud cpl ddio yo 1y gy ¢35 glacsle g olgsa Ty olials
The link is in the description.

Thank you for listening, and see you next time.

Ay ylags B agsls oS oS (g
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