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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

Imagine | invite a classmate to a food market on Saturday.

S e woes 138 413l @ ad ¢ly |y mala uwMSea 51 S0 oS yoad
She smiles and says, "I'll think about it."

“eiS 0 xSE uloylyen 1095 e g W) e wisd ol
In my head, | hear: almost yes.

ol Loyl ip i o0 @il s
This is an imagined situation.

It did not really happen, but the misunderstanding is easy to recognise.

Ll jasas BB sy ealdiegw ool Lol oslias glast ledlg
So | choose a time, and | write it in my calendar.

50 el 33 1y ol 9 @S e sl |y Laels ug
| even tell my friends we are going.

a0 sl 3138 oS @168 o @iliwgs @y i
Saturday morning comes, and | wait.

ilose sin (1o 9 Susy 58 did e
I check my phone again and again, and | have no message.

2ol ol 2o 9 @S o0 S 1y pl angS Loyl o Lyl
So, what does that even mean?

Tax iy laBs ool oy
Did she mean yes?

Sa91 aly Jayslate L
Welcome to What Does That Even Mean?
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I'm Martin.

e (s le ye
And I'm Julia.

Juan, that is a very normal question.

el 2do MalS g ol (ylos
Yes, and the honest answer is: it depends.

Al (St el pol SBslo Fwl g s
"I'll think about it" is not a yes, and it is not always a no.

s 4 R0 4 @ ddiead g e dly ima 4y «@iS o0 3S8 oyl
It does not give you a clear answer.

Al el g gy C.AbdubJ
The person might need time, or they might be avoiding a direct refusal.

AS 3y Gges a3y 31 Ly aaly aals 3L glod @ eses QT;‘.‘M SSao
The meaning depends on tone, context, and what happens next.

Syls (Ko 2 o Fy lasy 4l 9 Bl (o @ Lina
So how can | understand it better?

Toogds 1y ol g @ilgi o0 ok L
Let's compare three phrases.

S auglia Iy ol i aaly
First, "I'll think about it."

LS 0 3SE oyl ol
It can give the person time without making a promise.

208 JoB 4SSl e gl 338 4 wilgie wile ol
For example, someone asks, "Do you want to join our book club?"

Sgaigae lo OLS 0Bl @ Laled o taunise uS (Jlie sl
The answer is, "I'll think about it, but can | see the books first?"

Spig [y laols Jol @ilgi oo bl (@S 50 4S8 (aloslyyer real (ol Zly
That question can suggest interest, though it is not a yes.

e aly ima 4y aimye il BMe Sl ol oSan Mg ol
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Second, "Let me get back to you."

@RI 8 3 o8 aylamp pgs
The person may need to check a calendar or ask someone else.

Ay 6350 s 31 L aS Ly |y iasedi aal p3d 538 el (Sas
Often it also means they plan to reply.

Aoy Fualy agls el oS cuwl pme ol 4 e (e
For example, "Can you finish the report on Friday?"

«§ S plal anax 3oy 1y (1138 Sleien e gln
The answer is, "Let me get back to you, because | need to check with my manager."

@S Salaa pysan bl o (@30 33 oF @ las il ol Fwly
Third, "I'm not sure yet."

kg (yalaa joian pgus
This usually expresses uncertainty.

A8 e ol 1y 49355 dgans jyle
It does not tell you everything the person is thinking.

.MJUABQLLEQSQIJQMC)TJKSQIWWQJ
So none of these phrases is a clear no.

e Z?‘b|9 4SS laayle Qg‘ 5l PI_\SE&Q e
Not by themselves.

4 lgsa
But we can look for clues.

223550 ladilas JWs esilgi e Lal
Listen to the voice.

oxy S lao @
Is it warm, or flat?

Suolal o b cenl Pﬁ o "]
Does the person ask questions about the plan?

Sy 50 Jlgw daliy oylys jasa ol Ll
Do they give a reason or a time?

A a posiia Slah L 3ygls s Ll
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Those details can give you clues, but they do not prove what someone feels.

AS e calily )8 jolus| Lol sy Fyw a6lgS o wldis ol
A quiet voice or a smile can mean different things to different people.

Al awals Jolate Jlea calises 51381 gly Ales o aisd by P‘)T Slao
Sometimes people use these phrases because they find it hard to say no directly.

el ylaas olagly esdtas 288 & fyon 3uS e oslazal lacsyle ol 3101581 ol
And sometimes they truly need time.

Ayl 3L ey @ ledlg a8 g
Both are possible, so one phrase alone cannot tell you.

A3 88 68 4 |y by leda onle SO cplply ayls 59 g Skl 93 50
And what should | do, then?

TS )5 ax 1l e
You can ask a friendly follow-up question.

sy Blings 380 Ve So Sl e
For example, "No problem, could you let me know by Thursday?"

S XU VESVAP T UES 1 51 [\ uﬂyun s JSian JLA 6')3
That is polite, and it is clear.

<09y e g Cuul liage pa il
It gives the other person a clear way to answer.

22350 Jilde Byl 4y als Faly gl gy oly B gl
That is much better than my plan.

el o daliys 3l yugs s ol
If I could go back to Thursday, | would ask her then.

psanisn ol 3l @9 plad (oS y aingiy ) sl gl e S
In my example, | treated an uncertain answer as a yes.

85 31 s aly S Jre 1y prabaal Saly (e Sl s
In that version of the story, she replies that Saturday does not work.

e cenlia gl yy did oS 3@ e Fewly ol (Ll adeus ol 5o
She suggests the following week instead.

AS e slgrieg |y sy ade poe s ol
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Then | would know the plan, and she would have room to say no.

sy @ cls cuoyd @2 ol g prals 33 aaliyy 3l o &.59&1
Now let's try a challenge.

e plodl il Soaalo Il
We will give you four situations.

a3 50 o5 4y ComBaa e
Decide what the person probably means.

Number one: "Let me get back to you after | check my calendar."

LRI 58 3> 85 g gl Ly y Sl am 1S oylas
The person needs information, and they probably plan to answer.

A2 Fewly ayls e ezt g ayls L6 oleMbl 4 jasua o
You can wait a short time, and then ask again.

e 039 32y 9 (IS o S Slgi e
Number two: "I'll think about it," said in a flat voice, with no questions.

Il oy Hoas 9 3 eiSy od b @S oo 356 aloylyar 1o oylads
This is unclear.

e z}.bl_g ol
It could be interest, or it could be a polite way to say no.

.Q.‘Lfgdjéb_j Gloage Laly b aal BMe Glid cul (San
So the best move is a friendly follow-up with a day.

el 393 i b ol ya0 dilings 6380 SO S g
Number three: "I'm not sure yet, but I'll know on Friday."

@il o dmax Lol (iucd iadre Hoian tduws oylads
The words express uncertainty, and the person gave you a date.

eal osly o @ Saylayd g asans o ol Ty agayd alalS ol
You can wait until Friday and then follow up.

S xS A 9 S o asax U g e
Number four: "I'll think about it," with a smile, and then the person asks, "What time does it start?"

«F3g4s S0 ¢ 9 el dor tawyy o asuds QT s 9 A5 b ‘«{AZSUA)S_() uiloylyar 1yl oyladm
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Questions about details may suggest interest.

Al d8Ve Gilid cewl (San SLdi oyliys fyaewyy
But it is still not a promise, so a short follow-up helps.

AS sa SaS 0ligS ¢3S S (el 00zl 03ls I8 joia Lal
So here is my plan.

el el pa daliyy quy
Notice the context, then ask a friendly follow-up.

05 6385 Glivgs g g @S dxgi c8l 4
That works well.

el Qg3 hgy ol
Remember, this is not a rule that fits every person or every culture.

AS e Fawo o Siayd dan U alydl daa gly oacld ol wanl cisly
It is a way to listen better and to ask better questions.

el y2gy o 18 ey 9 o8ls (285 32 gl ol ol
You can read all three phrases in the transcript on yourenglishtoolbox.com.

.1930 yourenglishtoolbox.com ys cuawd e 3o 1y @yle duw ya Jlg5 a
Read them, listen again, and notice the clues.

S 4 gi g 4y g ony 165 3lgs lesa Iy lag
The link is in the description.

318 5158 Dloeb gl ys Wig
Thank you for listening.

sl oS oS (yguaa
See you next time.

Any daeds G

Bye for now.

Jaslslas Med
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