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Study task: Listen again and notice the expressions you studied.

A friend tells you something, and you want to repeat it.

S OSEy ol Lales e g S e o8 @ gien s
You write: "She told that she was tired."

«She told that she was tired» : g 0
Something is not quite right.

e s 3 Jls L;L} K
What is it?

e N C)T

Welcome to Fix It in Five.

sl ngs Fix Itin Five 4
I'm Martin.

it yle (e
And I'm Julia.

et Lo e g
In this episode, we fix one small difference that changes your sentence: say or tell?

stell L say (asS 0 Mol s 0 3 1y Oldas oS 1y S5oS woldd Sy cawd ol 5o
These two verbs look similar, but they work differently in a sentence.

NS e Jae olata IS @ das ys lal (ilad 108 oo ol
Say focuses on the words, and tell focuses on giving information to someone.

S @ oledbl yaly g tell g ayls 3555 S s Say
We have five steps: notice, fix, learn the rule, learn the fixed expressions, and practise.

oad g ol clacsyle oy Sols wacld )1 Sols Mol i gi puyls d>ya iy
Step one, naotice.

axgit]ol d>ya
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In our opening sentence, tell has no person after it.

el 000l s tell 3 uo o oo3lel dlas ys
That is the piece we need to repair.

0eS Mol Qb oS cawl sy laa ol
Step two, fix.

Mol ipgs dl>sa
The problem is the verb tell.

el tell Job [Sa

After tell, we usually need a person.

el 3l asea S dgana tell 31
So we have two good options.

el Qo 43S o3 o
Option one: "She said that she was tired."

el aiws w88 gl ey «She said that she was tired» : Jol a3
Option two: "She told me that she was tired."

ol €wsd ciS e @ gl sy «She told me that she was tired» :p g3 @3S
Notice the difference.

S 4 g woldd 4y
With said, there is no person after the verb.

Al sad s o8 3l Said b alas s
With told, there is a person: told me, told him, told us.

told me, told him, told us :s,ls 39> 5 jasun Sy told b dax s
Step three, the rule.

2acld ipgu > ya
Tell plus a person plus the information.

aleMb| e 9 oS ogMeas Tell
"He told his sister that he was late."

L3y 50 38 &S ed8 u,b)ﬂ‘g} a gl»
And say plus the information, without a person.

gasd oy wwledMbl ogMeds say o
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"He said that he was late."

Ay o 333 &S eaS gl
What if you want to mention the person with say?

Sax S 5S38AY L1y pasas Lalssy S|
Then you need the word to.

&l 3l to o3l w wyse ol 4o
"He said to his sister that he was late."

Ay oy &S S nyales 4 ol iHe said to his sister that he was late»
It is correct, but it sounds a little more formal, so many people prefer told.

DS (8 1S Iy told 3181 31 ylews oyl ysls oy oo 3435 s 33 sy (oS Lal (el csys ol
For reported information, tell usually answers the question "who?"

223 50 Feasly «§ uS dax @ gw a4y dgasa tell (sledol oLy s
With say, the person is often omitted or introduced with to.

Sodise SBymato bl sga e Bl Ll s say
Here is one more useful pattern with tell: tell someone to do something.

Ao aladl o8 S S astell b S go3ylS slislus S o ol
For example, "The teacher told us to open the book."

@S 3L 1y lS cdS e g plaor 1 Jlis glys
With say, we use a different pattern.

(S o oolizal Jslize sl 3l say
For example, "The teacher said that we should open the book."

@S 3 1y oS Wb oS S aloar ; Jlia ¢ly
Let's see both verbs in one situation.

o CemBoa S ya 1y J=b 03 s aale
At the meeting, my boss said that we would finish early.

S 0 PLAEJQJdSC—JSMJ > s
Afterwards, she told the team the new schedule.

S 0538 g 1y ayar daliyy ol (ol 31 asy
You can also use both in questions.

S oslatsl Lﬁdlé‘u 33 g3 30 3l U_Jls_vv.a YL YY)
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"Can | tell you something?" asks someone to listen.

A2y 165 sales o S 3 TS oF @ i ilgi e
"Can | say something?" asks for a chance to speak.

sl 5338 Cao gly o sd canlgs g «FausSy e @ilgl e»
Step four, fixed expressions.

2l glawle pslgn dd> e
Some expressions with tell do not need a person after the verb.

g gasd 4y g3l Jeb 3l o dell b lacsyle 5 50
For example, tell the truth, tell a lie, tell a joke, tell a story, and tell the time.

u.,dg b el 9 ‘_y.ng OLLA‘J ¢QA:§ 59}; ¢uu.0§ Eg).& ¢uu.0§ b C8 b ;JLA 6')3
"Please tell the truth.”

<% 1y e ds lakaly
"My grandfather tells great stories.”

QIS oo el gloslall 398 glaglials @Sy3asap
And with say, we use greetings and short words.

oS o oalail oligS wlalS g adl>lus g adlu 3l sAY b g
For example, say hello, say goodbye, say yes, say no, and say sorry.

o35S Lalgsyie o Q,I.:S & ‘u,dg s gasS uk:_el_>|_\.> (O3S P)LA Jla él)_j
"He said sorry and left."

by 9 9)S algsyie g
So tell usually needs a person, or it belongs to a fixed expression.

eal coli eyle SO 3l casa boyls 3L ases 4 Ygana tell jug
Say is more general.

eal ¥ sagac Say
Step five, practice.

038 ey dl> ya
| will say a sentence with a gap.

@S0 HB gl b glaas 0
You choose say or tell, in the correct form.

oS ol tell L say cauys S
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Then we explain the answer.

Number one: "He ... me that he was late."

The answer is told.

There is a person, me, right after the verb.

Number two: "Please ... the truth."

The answer is tell.

Tell the truth is a fixed expression.

Number three: "She ... goodbye and left."

The answer is said.

Say goodbye is a fixed expression with say.

Number four: "I ... to him that | was busy."

The answer is said.

We use to when we mention the person after say.

Number five: "Can you ... us a story?"

The answer is tell.
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(023 50 2265 |y Franly asy

«He ... me that he was late» : S5 ol

SlssgsgMe (ases Sy o8 §l Ly dlo My

«Please ... the truth» ;93 o ylas

el culi oyle S Tell the truth

«She ... goodbye and left» :aw o la

.l said zf...ub

sl SAY b cull oyle Sy Say goodbye

.« ...to him that | was busy» :5lg> oyl

.l said zf...ub

S 50 03laiwl 10 3l S e sS3sAY 3l w1y o B

«¢Canyou ... us a story» ;i olads
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Tell us a story has a person, us, and a story.

Sls3g>g oliwls SU g US asun Sy Tell us a story s
Number six: "The teacher ... us to open the book."

.«The teacher ... us to open the book» : i o;lass
The answer is told.

Tell plus a person plus to plus a verb.

U8 SG o 10 ugs (a3 ogdMeas Tell
Number seven: "He ... hello to everyone."

«He ... hello to everyone» :c.aa olacs
The answer is said.

.l said zf...ub
Say hello is a fixed expression, and here we use to before the people.

S o 03lazul 10 31 o Bual 31 iy bunl o el coll oyle Sy Say hello
Great work.

Let's return to our first sentence, with the fix.

023553 gl dax @ osazdol IS b anly
"She said that she was tired."

«ew] s S C,.Eggl»
"She told me that she was tired."

el diws oS 8 %K) 9]»
For this pattern, tell normally takes a person.

g sa olyaa jases So U ¥gana tell Glis b ol 3
Fixed expressions such as tell a story work without one.

Aigys0 35 @ e jass o tell astory sile ol glawssle
Both sentences are correct, and now you know when to use each one.

S oslanal pluSa 3l Gl an Sl e Il g ciwd Cauys dax 9o 30
Now try making one sentence about someone you know.

(g3l dlax Sy ulidr oo oS S 03l oS el
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You can use tell with a person or a fixed expression like tell a story.

sy S atellastory aile coll wiyle SG ya b jasean S LIy tell Slgs oo
Use say for the words themselves, for greetings, and when you add to before the person.

oS oslazal asea 31 i 10 (ag38] pBia g J8ITus g aMla ¢l wslalS 593 ¢l say 3l
If you are not sure, ask yourself one question: is there a person right after the verb?

Fa3ls 3929 o Y28 31 g alolddly LTt uya @393 31 Jldu Sy (st (iakaa S
For more practice with say and tell, visit yourenglishtoolbox.com.

.o s yourenglishtoolbox.com w tell g say b yuacg oy 3ad gl g
The link is in the description.

18 518 Oilos gl yo Wigw
Thanks for listening.

sl oS oS (gian
See you next time.

ey daeds

Open online: yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-231-transcript/
Read the complete resource online

Content version: 0a342fe7f5fcad71

Page 7


https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-231-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-231-transcript/
https://yourenglishtoolbox.com/resources/episode-231-transcript/

