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DEF

(in Al context) to generate false, made-up, or incorrect information with complete confidence — to

produce convincing content that is factually wrong

Hallucinate was adapted from its medical meaning (perceiving things that don't exist) to describe a specific
failure mode of large language models. Understanding this term is increasingly essential for educated
English conversation about technology.
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Al can hallucinate facts, citations, and even entire books that never existed — always verify.
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The chatbot hallucinated a law that didn't exist and the lawyer didn't check — it became international
news.
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° to verify

DEF
to check that something is true, accurate, or genuine by examining evidence or cross-referencing
sources

Verify is the critical skill of the information age — and of language learning. When you hear a new word,

verify its meaning with a reliable source. When Al generates text, verify the facts. The habit of verification is
intellectual hygiene.
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Always verify Al-generated information before using it — even the most confident-sounding output
can be wrong.
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She developed the habit of verifying every new word she learned in at least two different contexts.
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to fact-check
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DEF
to verify that a claim or piece of information is accurate — by checking it against reliable sources
Fact-check is the media literacy and critical thinking verb. In the age of Al-generated and
misinformation-heavy content, fact-checking is an essential skill. For English learners, it also models good
research practice: do not accept what you read or hear at face value — verify, cross-reference, and check
the source.
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Fact-check any Al-generated content before using it — even confident-sounding errors can be
plausible.
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She developed a habit of fact-checking before sharing any article and noticed how often even
reputable sources contained errors.
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a reliable source
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DEF
a source of information that can be trusted — because it is accurate, credible, expert, and

transparent about its methods
Reliable source is the research skill concept. Not all information is equal — the source determines the
trustworthiness of a claim. In English academic and professional contexts, being able to evaluate sources is
fundamental. Reliable sources are peer-reviewed, authored by experts, and transparent about evidence.
Wikipedia, Al chatbots, and anonymous blogs are not reliable sources.
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Always identify the source before accepting a claim — ask who wrote it, when, and on what evidence.
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She learned to always verify claims against a reliable source before presenting them in her reports.
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to cross-reference
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to check information by comparing it with other independent sources — to confirm accuracy
through multiple lines of evidence
Cross-reference is the verification technique. One source confirming a fact is not proof. Two independent
sources confirming the same thing is much stronger. Cross-referencing is what distinguishes careful
researchers from credulous ones. In the Al age, cross-referencing Al output against known-accurate
sources is essential.
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Cross-reference any important claim before relying on it — one source is not enough.
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She cross-referenced the Al's statistics against official reports and found three significant
inaccuracies.
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to take with a pinch of salt
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DEF

to be somewhat sceptical about information — to not fully trust or believe it without further
verification
Take with a pinch of salt is the scepticism idiom. It means treating a claim with some doubt — not dismissing
it entirely, but not accepting it uncritically either. The phrase is used extensively in English to signal healthy
scepticism. 'I'd take that with a pinch of salt' is a sophisticated, native-sounding way to express doubt.
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Take Al-generated information with a pinch of salt — it is often plausible but sometimes wrong.
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She learned to take online reviews with a pinch of salt after realising how easily they could be
manipulated.
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misleading
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DEF
giving a false or inaccurate impression — not technically lying but causing the listener or reader to
believe something incorrect

Misleading is the partial truth adjective. Something misleading is not necessarily false — it may be
technically accurate but presented in a way that creates a wrong impression. Al hallucinations are often
misleading in this way: the words are real, the format is professional, the claim sounds credible — but the
content is wrong.
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Al responses can be misleading even when they sound confident — always check the underlying
claim.
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The statistic was technically accurate but deeply misleading because it lacked crucial context.
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to verify something a second time — to confirm that an earlier check or assumption was correct
Double-check is the verification habit. It is the practice of not trusting your first look — going back to confirm.
In professional English, double-checking is expected for anything important: figures, deadlines, names,
facts. It is not a sign of insecurity but of care. 'Let me double-check that' is a perfectly natural professional
phrase.
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Double-check important figures before sending — a second look catches the errors the first misses.
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She always double-checked meeting times across time zones to avoid the expensive mistake of
getting them wrong.
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critical thinking
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the disciplined process of analysing, evaluating, and questioning information or arguments —
rather than accepting them uncritically
Critical thinking is the meta-skill of the information age. It involves asking: What is the source? What is the
evidence? What assumptions are being made? Are there alternative explanations? What are the logical
weaknesses? For English learners, critical thinking in a second language is doubly challenging — it requires
both linguistic and analytical competence.
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Critical thinking is the most valuable skill in an age of Al-generated content — question everything.
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She applied critical thinking to the report and identified three claims that were presented as facts but
had no evidence.
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to spot an error
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to notice a mistake — especially one that might otherwise be overlooked

Spot an error is the quality control verb. In professional English, being the person who spots errors before
they go public is valued highly. For language learners, learning to spot errors in their own writing and
speaking — by slowing down, proofreading, and listening critically — is a key editing skill.
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Spot errors in Al output by reading slowly and asking: does this actually make sense?
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She spotted an error in the final report that would have been embarrassing if sent to the client.
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