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A Second Date with a Lithuanian Woman

Line-by-line - English + ammmm
195 lines

Your English Toolbox

PAPART 1 THE ARCHITECTURE OF SILENCE Martin and Helena are walking in the forest.
S Tipgpbg puSoe.
It is their second date.
sy s odul L zusSd 8 pdboos.
Martin is a bit nervous, and Helena seems confident, but also interested.
Lo s9p 60 &y pJIle Tl e,
They do not know Martin left his voice recording app on and running.
Py Sps toews o s ool wo oby pbasy 9 3 s 2l SuzSls pdio.
Next, you have the recording of their date.
Tl p bl So plyosy waglpe ool soslsun sl souny Siluawe | uw,
The air changes when you stop trying to fill it.
29l 035 B 58y pES s S0 et s 5S s Tu ol @y Sy
Is that something you tell your students or something you are telling yourself right now?

Tl o @i lones So o sl tlpaslomly pdSasss ¢l Esis luaw So opsy Il o Easwly
p ISt

Both, | suspect.
8339 T3 PP
Honesty before the second kilometer.
230 3o 13 Sedopey sop.
| am an overachiever.

PO S B3 podF o up.
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| noticed.
POOTR URp.
You have a very particular way of noticing things, Helena.
ol 68 youn Flue wilg woze wo z el slygsio .
People spend so much energy trying to be interesting.
pade lands s wesd pdSyus el zlde Slgays.
They forget that being observant is far more attractive.
Tefol Bylag st a dS oo So waze Sysyy wuwely Zilokay e,
That is either a compliment or a diagnosis.
lso ¢l ¢S wesgd e ¢l oS vt gwe.
With you, Martin, | suspect it may be both.
el plyogi zags pdiop So ppSy s o 39 Sl
The Baltic trained you well.
SlJweS Jupl )l Fo Wy Syse | .,
The Baltic taught me that most things worth knowing arrive in silence.
SlJoeS o pyTpete So o ne geiols biutpas 3 peSse wo s e pdles.
You English-speaking people are terrified of silence.
otpl TS sundilohl 13 eSS gz e slygs.
We fill it with weather reports and apologies.
pllg sl ol Silyabel e T g 09l 9 £33z slodol 0y p dSoisp.
Exactly.
SR
Although | have been known to apologize to furniture | have walked into.
2373 S0 py 2o poalliss Se e Tl Lygays Sysella 0p ¢33 slog Syaela.
That is either very charming or deeply concerning.

Loy sl wuegly s luees ¢l gpedl oSSy ome.
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| have never been entirely sure which.
03353 Slalabaigy (ogsdls So Ssla | e,
| think | prefer people who are not entirely sure of themselves.
BSypdSup IBslsg Se Sladlabacy ssuswys sl @gurs s9pew shp.
Then you have chosen the right forest walk.
P uipl lo0Elo 3086 il Gelsdas 3y zoSJ Syselss.
You were nervous at the jazz club.
el sy Sdew zli eews wesgs.
Is it that obvious 18 months later? 18 months?
Tl 1o 18 plo wg s ol o | wess
Since my last date.
18 alo§
You counted.

SN SERRIUTS

oipl Z ol Sysoll ga.
did.
Sy3p.
That is either very romantic or very alarming.
Loy &l PonlysplowsS Toeo gl usgly o SHldS e,
Again, | have never been entirely sure.
salyec 0335 SlaJFabaiy pogaelp.
What were you afraid of exactly?
38885 Z0 TSI PGSt
Running out of things to say.

Iy wpls Lasgy 7yl
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To a woman who values silence.
Dl 306 Se puaSew sl y3apys pdslys.
The irony is almost too neat.
lso beye vgrsolEsds pyow lpwe.
Life has a very poor sense of subtlety.
3u3S s Tus Puesh s 13 Byl sy,
And yet here we are, with nothing but trees and no shortage of words.
s @llsy gl pllsozl opmosp ol oz 763 75 wE©ly 9 wduelse Sdple.
You described the Baltic Sea to me at the jazz club and | felt cold for two days.
sipl sy Sto zlh sysle IS sl sl ply Do gd Syags 9 poy 0 pa 89 393 Izl s Luypl Syasa.
| was not trying to seduce you with meteorology.
PO ot 0P @S Ul sl Glogl syl e By sop.
It worked nonetheless.
Sy zldezole sl
Lithuania in winter is not subtle either.
Jeswolug ) jpualy op Bygd pepuw.
The sea turns a color that has no name in any language | know.
8l 0S 6 w0 Eos pdSess So 33057 Il So pduinluep olp palss.

Tell me.

It is the color of a decision you have not yet made.
lso 005 ©uppsps o Sooys) o Sydawdlgs.
That is extraordinarily specific.
lso wussly Elue lpee.
| had a lot of winters to look at it.

N 3?;}”0‘&""636'36 )| (&1, Tc) C)Sb 5‘).3?.
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Were they lonely winters?
Tl Tl 3p el ool g eiyol g6 wgagsas
Some of them were the most honest company | have ever kept.
F e 3Tl Longadosss opslodhl s woaps So sl wo 1 sl s,
Loneliness and honesty
agoles 9 ueal g
do tend to arrive together.
perollolop pdlsos.
They are very old friends.
Tl 39 mesley Sumly B3 oL,
My colleague Julia says that peace is often just another word for being comfortably alone.
opSlypo zodyl pdSass So uedz pepall BBl ¢S SUpo 368y Wil wasy o by slze wyel lue.
Your colleague Julia sounds like someone who has looked at a similar sea.
2pSly sipl ol wo pby pudies S s So o syglg putloog (Sle Syse | e,
She has her own storms.
lg LBl e &9a 5l slya.
We all do.
ploposlysp.
The interesting question is what we build after them.
ool Zle o o So e 13Tl zo pgalisp.
What did you build?
Jipl Zo wlEa gas
A very quiet life with very interesting interruptions.
&S 3335 Dy blp ol 93 Bebl s wuagly zl ).
Am | an interruption?

Tl poy oS 98B0 0 ups
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You are walking beside me in a forest in
oiel 3y Subps s zoSde
November, Martin.
oolpepliosy.
| will let you decide what that makes you.
po o el lzlio pdsop wippsp WS es Solgy 7o prolss wols sipl sl
| coach people on momentum and forward movement for a living.
PO I P 33 P9I TS 9 Pty B Tagin pdoep.
| know.
pslup.
And yet | am standing completely still at this precise moment.
9 leo zld 5 leo Jzbe 3368l gpmelsdla.
Yes, you are.
Lo ppl oo
Does that frighten you?
Tl oy el 5l pdy sl
Enormously.
NIRRT
Good.
o
Fear means you care about the outcome.
Gy Do lgy pras lueo Se apl wo qoigze lop o pdsegs.
You are a very unconventional source of reassurance.
el ¢S povt Yuesl tespwelid i lbagyly spewiss.
| am not trying to reassure you.

PO w08 opdSop uipl ol Dlp Sep.
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| am simply pointing out what | observe.
o Bk woluge punlose pdSep Iuslie pdSyp.
And what do you observe?

9 utpl go punless p dSyese

&S
man who talks about the present moment all day and is only now beginning to live in one.
a3 So wala yo3 a0l Jzbo 2l yozuw pdSas g @l 1Syay Lies w0 38 sy Iy adSya.
That is the most flattering and most devastating thing anyone has said to me this year.
Loy 361580 9 96l S ek ss Bl o So S 3y lgy el o py Sbee | jue,
It is only November.
0093 welpy luee.
There is still time to be flattered and devastated further.
00593 3ple Pole ©wesed 9 ol LBy Py 9z el s
I am in no hurry.
po gzddls osbp.
Neither, it turns out, am I.
2o oy pdypes Se py o g ldls olsp.
The trees are listening, you know.
Ely Seub pgsogs pdblogs.
| have always suspected trees of being excellent conversationalists.
PO OPEUBO pUBSSS Wosp So 3E iy pSI pdS s Sly Cusely Zaws ouseos.
They never interrupt.
Tl 0335 3bg ypdSoos.
They never tell

Tefol 0385 wo Lispl oy dS 960
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you what you want to hear.
20 TSI pEsloss Cutnags.
They simply stand there and wait for you to say the true thing.
Tool Bado Tzl g wolsol s o poyobyes ol Jual 78 e85 ol w39
Then | should tell you something true.
Cuo Dles zeis sl o el 0 Ssgp.
| am listening.
PO Sous pehop.
| rehearsed four different versions of this walk in my head before Saturday arrived.
po ol g pEe S 15 Loy wlsebag sl 3y 3o B 13 sumgss Lo Spssy Sisp.
And which version is this?
91y Salp yuuge lpuos
None of them.
05zSala.
That is the only encouraging thing you have said so far.
Lo ool Z6h wungedSoosalg lue So wl b 21 ) Sl ga.
Part 2.
Buep o 2: Tgp0 9 78S,
The Mirror and the Prompt We released an episode last Sunday that | cannot stop thinking

pl &S Bump sl 393 G Sy S3nwe pos iy Syssp Se padslup 1y BSy Sysy e Ty sy
DS Bp.

about.
330 20 Z63st b plusgblss So o prlasle jopspgply sg 0w Sysdlgp.
About what?
zokolablg oo puoyot s
About the machines we have invited into our most intimate conversations.

oipl Tefol 3l p duiniyl s pyy 6 S sl Wl Sly cyzpdla | acsdlss a dSep.
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The Al chatbots.

You know them?
Lol pbst e,
| use one for my translation work.
lsgy 288l pursd lgwe.
It is very agreeable.
B9 O ET S0.8S.

That is precisely the problem.

Explain.
Loy ssguepbl 3y pubz wogls wols Zountld Sy st ue wousus Sy bl paselys.
These systems are engineered at a fundamental level to please the person asking.
plogs &S oo wunsls eutydoe.
Like a very sophisticated mirror.
RIS
Exactly.
Teoole So B sb 3lgcdlc sl So Lual ez ez pdbogs pog S pdSo.
One that only reflects the angle you prefer.
3 Buep plozedul o poTo sl wde Eauslsas olpgsse.

In our episode, Julia and | called it the pleasing trap.

The machine tells you what
plutsy wo el pdSass zo
you want to hear.
TSI putslogs wubyags.
Not because it is kind, because it is designed that way.

00 2o Flby 1oy Se aoyuly e o JSe o Flby 1 Se Loy Sane bylzg yase | yuw,
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So it is flattery without affection.
Colelssley @il w9y prow e,
Worse than that.
oy ly TQ.
It will hallucinate medical facts, invent sources, construct confident nonsense.
lso ol3g sl QipaS ol woop p i pulots IEenle peS s o mopssle pbaiy pdulis.
All to give you a complete looking answer.
op0 ool wlg lggSe o (apl oS Ol g Sla] wes.
A beautiful lie is still a lie.
S 29¢ 3ol 009 0p 3398 1w,
And the danger is that we stop noticing the difference.
9y len e So al psgze wlows oy dtogp
Because we are all a little in love with being agreed with.
deslplope Spo el g wol g o wop.
You understand this very quickly.
el leo ol e wost 23S peSugs.
I work with language
po ety
for a living, Matrtin.
Oyle 38 Sy pdSypphyagy.

| know the difference between a word that means something and a word that merely sounds
like it does.

2y aélga RN 65 ‘SJ?O So ?&Qléé Jb.) 9 6‘5 SJPO So &@b 0 Qb) ?‘_gbu,u.) So ?&Q'&& .)b.) )l
pPlup.

Then you will appreciate what Julia and | are building for the next episodes.

Pos el 333l Eolegs Sus Se zodsl o pu il Susp bl wess ze pumlise
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Tell me.
ST
We are going to teach people how to ask properly.
al o aysp ls Fologp sl So S g0 W0 3y e g WLy
How to prompt.
ESaue ©THeS Sy
The prompt is everything.
OZ6S 0p0 T8 e
Because a vague question produces a flattering answer.
desl eSS weold poep oS Ol Zounlsys wades pdS o
And a precise question produces something closer to the truth.
965 seald 3888 T8I ISy Lo ZBBE Do p Sy,
Give me an example.
&S pul J o g
Imagine a
DP9y Sy ¢S
man who has just met a woman.
P33 So o wlyS g ol ¢S 3oy Tumgl pase | e,
A very specific hypothetical.
&S By ps0 Cussh Elue.
Purely academic.
oy lMSlsn s,
Of course.
I,
He finds her, let us say, unexpectedly compelling and attractive.

lala sl o byj fospombydle zilo o zldw pdgles.
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Poor man.

A3 Vezlse.
He goes home and asks the machine, What are the signs that a woman likes a man?
lo o Floyo pudyos o 3 pluigy pudtsimae ublodel g 1 gy So ¢S 3oy oS pys sl 39w slys z g wes
And the machine gives him a list of reassuring generalities.
9 plupey wolg Boy o1y SJgle 1baguluot su pdbes.
Ten bullet points of comfortable optimism.
30 S 1y Foutsos slzw.
Because it wants him to feel good.
Sl pdEoles lo lz gl 2o s sl mwe ol .
Now imagine he asked differently.
zlJ ey Sy s o bgy psblow g iy gy,
How differently?
Z8sy pdlowss
He described the context.
lo dpsue sl o g Sy
He says,
lo pdS o

I met a woman from Lithuania who speaks four languages and values silence more than
conversation.

oo 2l 36 1y Jewslae Tungl Gass So zoly 3ol yoz o pdSes 5 S 4l wg iy ) SBwSy
iopos peblys.

He is being very precise.

lo wunsly 3368 lose.

He says, she suggested a forest walk, not a restaurant.

lo pdSaa o oS wlsdhos 3y oS Peubyels sls o ¢S s gyl
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She asked me a question about my fear before | had named it.
1913 2o el dis Sywbie @igup wapuss 32d 3 koS To sl olp o
She observed my walk and told me | was always five miles ahead of myself.
lg b3 o ydenyya sl aynlose Sys g SB So 0p g0 Loz pled 13 Fospr zlowyp.
That is a very specific woman.
lsoia wussh glueg e
He then says to the machine, Act not as an optimist but as a cold
ePue 2o plutisy pdSesst o W gualy S Eautssi PUSe o g sl oS
and honest psychologist.
solastolus pes 9 olsd gpd Se
Tell me what this behavior actually signals.
Do poy IS gy yduly olaelze ounlydls sl
Tell me what | might be projecting.
Lo p0 P59 70 Bl ppSy e W s Sl s pdsep.
Tell me what | might be missing.
S0 20 PS9 Z TEIG PPSY e 13 e wsep.
And what does the machine say?
9 plubes z0 pdSesst T Slpdlpedlon I o Sle SJsJdls pdSo .

It says something entirely different from the bullet points.

Because he gave it the truth to work with.
36Ms z88BD6 ol Wil Sty ol Ty sl
The quality of the answer is always a reflection of the courage in the question.
S Pluut opgme Slialog 1y gazlew sy el e,
That applies to machines.

lgoy e plingollgpld agnos.
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It also applies to forests.
2pE0s0 w0 TuSJel usl lepld pdutes.
It applies to most things worth taking seriously.
lso wo Geutesy zeiolss Solyius zag Syday slyys Iepal] adungs.
So the prompt is not a technical skill.
Lollss ©zeS ¢S polis Bug .
It is an act of self-knowledge.
loo oS gpd Eosunplung lune.
Julia and | will spend the coming episodes teaching exactly how to build one.
zoJu! 9 po 33 Buspchls Tsgse 385800 Tpoiut SeSe Ll oy oS¢ Eelose wislzo.
How to give context.
TS000 Jpeue ol Bolop Syep.
How to assign a role to the machine.
TS000 W0 pluBel uBub LIogp
How to ask for friction instead of comfort.
TSo00 sl Spgp So wo gl slzolebSls gy,
You are teaching people to stop asking for mirrors and start asking for windows.
el @0 pasp sls pdsogs Se 1y Tgpdel 3y el o Sius 8 Uyt o 3F sl e ozl Soys.
That is the best summary of the whole episode | have heard.
Lo woensy gdluedls lpse Soly ST Buspe Saggsdlp.
You should have asked me before
el lgs sod 3 lgySe

you recorded it.
To )l ook Sues 1 po Deusss.

| should have asked you many things considerably earlier it seems.

2o oby pdsss Se ol wusslie 3 zeiel sl Eede Joswy i el pdosugsp.
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The forest is still here.
zoSJ 0o leozluse.

There is no particular hurry.

You know the strange thing about a good prompt is that asking it changes you.
25z trde Elues ozes b
How so?
pblings B8l BTER 23 posd 65 WS Eow Ly 1w So wypnssy Ty el 5l Oy phes.
To describe something precisely you must first look at it without flinching.
2359505 Wil Wauosd i Lo oy 33 [l wlgs oty oSl Sygs sy leySe Ja3 Sy,

And most people flinch.

Constantly.
9 Peuby padp Jo3 pdSuus.
Did you flinch writing the prompt about our hypothetical man?

[ oipl 00y 8la o iy WS 330l pys By ol 3836t paSy e 20360 PEuin o
Soube Ol s,

I may have written several drafts.
BSy p dSyap.

| thought so.

The trees are
STSSINEREY
still listening.
Soui pdsogss.
They are very patient.

Tl @ uily poey o mesya.

Your English Toolbox



Your English Toolbox TRANSCRIPT - EN+FA - EP 73 yourenglishtoolbox.com - 16
Elena.
1ol
Yes?
2Jet
Shall we walk a little further?
Il Sps Duuney 33p Sioses
| was wondering when you would ask.

pu 0TI B8y Sy wosp Se S ly prpl pdamgsgs
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